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“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie. I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. THE END” Revelation 22 : 12 21 
Title: The Last Words of Jesus 
• When people think of the last words of Christ, they may think of the gospel words… 
• Rewards 
• Not by works 
• Emphasis: surely “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22 : 12 
• The words of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
o A repeat of verse 7. 
• Look, the Saviour says, you need to attend to this. 
• Christ tells us He is coming quickly. 
o Quickly? 
o After 2000 years, can it really be described as quickly? o Yes, because from God’s perspective it is but a moment. o And from our perspective we better be ready. 
• Imagine if Christ had said, I’m coming but it won’t be for ages yet, you don’t need to worry.
· remember, although you might be alive when Jesus returns, you have no idea how long your life is actually going to be. 
• And after you die, there is a judgement to come. 
• So the best approach really is to assume Christ is coming at any moment. 
o Perhaps He will come during this talk. 
o Perhaps He will wait a bit longer. 
• But the point is, we must be ready to meet our Creator and our God. 
• Why is His reward with Him? 
• Or first we might ask what is the reward? 
o Eternal life, forgiveness, peace with God, justification, sanctification. 
• And why does He say those things are with Him? 
o Perhaps because all those things are given to us only if we trust the Lord Jesus. 
• But there’s an odd bit at the end of the verse too, which says according as his work shall be? 
o Well this refers to your life. 
o In your life, have you walked with Christ? 
o Not have you done enough good things to go to heaven, that’s not what it’s saying. o But have you lived the life of a transformed, born again child of God? 
• Christ rewards those who are his. 
o There’s also a ‘reward’ for those who reject the message, but it is not a pleasant reward. “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.” Revelation 22 : 13 
• The words of Christ continue. 
o Repeating again what was stated twice in the opening chapter of the Revelation. 
• He talks about who He is. 
o Alpha, Omega o Beginning, end 
o First, last 
• Well what does that mean? 
o Why is he mentioning the Greek alphabet? 
o Like us saying A to Z 
• What’s the point here? 
o Christ is everything. 
o He is sufficient. 
o He is all we need. 
o Everything that matters is contained in Him. 
• Imagine if there was a letter missing in the alphabet VA sign or message with missing letters. 
o Well it wouldn’t be right would it? o Christ is all. 
• He’s not just a missing piece in your life. 
o Like the last piece of a jigsaw. 
o He’s every piece, he’s every letter. 
o This verse emphasises the importance of Christ. 
• It’s about time, but not just time. 
o The great work of Christ, his salvific work on the Cross was completed by Him and Him alone. 
o No one helped Him. 
o No one shared in the burden of sins punished there. 
o He alone took the brunt, the hours of agony, the devastating spiritual loss, compressed though it was into three grim hours. 
o No one can say, I helped Christ on the cross. 
• It has been said often that the only thing we contributed to salvation was our sin. 
• He also created the world. 
o When He returns, the world will come to an end. Revelation 22 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” v14 
• Now this verse has that little confusion at the beginning. 
o Let me make it very clear. 
o Doing good things, following the rules does not earn you a place in heaven. 
o That is not what this verse teaches. 
o That is not what the Bible teaches. 
• Those who love the Lord Jesus will do his commandments. 
• Those who are saved have the right (earned by Christ) to the tree of life. 
o The tree of life, reminds you of the Garden of Eden. 
o The Bible comes full circle. 
o No more angels with flaming swords guard the way to eternal life. 
o The Christian has a right to eternal life. 
o Again, earned by Christ. 
o At the gates of heaven, those who trust the Saviour may go in. 
• Think how wonderful heaven will be. 
o It will be better than the Garden of Eden. 
• Heaven in this verse is described as a city. 
o God has prepared a city for His people. 
o Not a dirty, overcrowded city full of crime. 
o Not a city that’s overpriced, polluted or hostile. 
o God’s city is perfect, beautiful, delightful. 
o It is like this because the Lord Jesus Christ is there. 
• We will be in pure joy to be in His presence. 
o Trust in Him is your ticket. 
• You need admission. 
o He alone gives you it. 
• Read it here in the last beatitude. 
o “Keep commandments” = “wash robes” [AV error?] 
o Christ washes your robes. “For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Revelation 22 : 15 
• Now I’m sorry if you like dogs. 
o I like dogs, but the word is being used differently here. o The dogs in mind are semi-wild dogs in a pack that roamed together outside of the city. 
o Feeding on whatever dead thing they can find. 
o Dogs were also ceremonially unclean to the Jews. 
• But there is a list of the types of people who are left out of heaven here. 
• Now we know that anyone who doesn’t trust the Lord Jesus Christ won’t go to heaven. 
o But who doesn’t trust Christ? 
o Dogs, that’s people who behave like animals, don’t trust Christ. o Sorcerers, that’s those who are fascinated by dark, criminal, satanic things, don’t trust Christ. 
o Whoremongers, that’s those who continually do unclean and impure things with their bodies, don’t trust Christ. 
o Murderers don’t trust Christ. 
o Idolaters, those who have something they’re more interested in than Christ, obviously don’t trust Christ. 
• Those who love and make lies, cannot and do not trust Christ. Revelation 22 “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” 16 : 
• The words of Jesus again. 
• Who is the angel mentioned here? 
o Pastors, elders? 
• Pastor teaches you these things here. 
o Have you listened to him? 
• Then Jesus talks of Himself. 
o He says He is the root of David. 
o He also says He is the offspring of David. 
• Now just think about that for a minute. 
• If you consider this, you may notice it’s a very odd thing to say. 
o How can someone be the root AND the offspring. 
o The root of a tree is not where you find the fruit or the seed is it?! VA 
• But Christ is the root of David. 
o He always has been. o He is the eternal Son. 
• But then Jesus was born of the line of David through His mother Mary. 
o David was the great great great great x42 grandfather of Jesus. 
• Well, okay there’s a family tree. 
o If I started talking to you about my family tree you might get bored. 
o Lots of Thomases and Patricks in my family, going back to Scotland, you’d soon lose interest. 
• But Jesus’ family tree is very important. 
o The Saviour had to come from the line of David. 
o Jesus was from the line of David, He was definitely the Saviour. 
o He fulfilled all the prophecies. 
• He is also the bright and morning star. 
o Explain. 
o Not Satan here. 
o The hope that comes. 
o The night is ending. 
o Morning is coming. 
• How do we know? 
o We see Christ. 
• He is hope when no other hope is visible. 
o The star you see just before morning. 
o When you see Venus, don’t think about a Roman god, think about Christ. 
• He is the bright and morning star. 
• The light of the world shines into our darkness. Revelation 22 “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 17 : 
• The Spirit here is the Holy Spirit. 
o For Christians, the Holy Spirit lives inside us. 
o It says Come. 
• The bride says Come. 
o Who is the bride? 
o It is the church. VA bride=church 
o She says Come. 
• But then there are lost souls, we want them to hear the gospel, be saved and say Come Lord Jesus. 
o Those thirsty souls, may they come. 
• Are you thirsty this afternoon? 
• Spiritual thirst is a funny thing. 
• When you are physically thirsty, you know it! 
o But when you are spiritually thirsty, you might not even know it! 
o But if you haven’t come to the Living Water, then you are thirsty. 
o You are spiritually dehydrated. 
o Understand that need you have. 
• Come to Christ for the water of life. 
o Will you come? 
• Come and receive the blessings of the gospel. 
• Imagine if you hadn’t drunk any water for 3-4 days. 
o You feel dreadful, so you go to the doctor. 
o You say: doctor, I’ve got a headache, I’m dizzy, my mouth is dry, I’m confused, my heart is racing, I feel like I’m dying. 
• The doctor says to you how much water are you drinking? 
o You say oh I never drink water, why would I do that?! 
o Spiritually it’s like that for you if you don’t know Jesus. o You’re in a dry and thirsty land where no water is. 
• The call of the gospel goes out to all, Isaiah 55. 
o Whoever God brings in and moves, may they drink of the living water. 
• You don’t pay for salvation. Revelation 22 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:” 18 : 
• The words are about Revelation but also the whole Bible. 
o A serious warning now never to add anything to the Bible. 
• Thankfully you are at a church which tries very hard not to go around adding things to the Bible, making up one’s own ideas. 
o It’s a serious problem today especially. 
• And when we read the Bible, let’s remember to read what it says, not what we want it to say. 
• Read it all. 
o When one bit is hard read another bit that helps explain it. 
• But don’t just pick and choose bits to support some crazy idea. “and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” Revelation 22 : 19 
• Imagine I were to take this Bible and cut out the gospel of John. 
o Outrageous. 
• I’m taking away some of the Bible! 
o But what if I cut out Hosea out of your Bible? 
o How long before you would notice. 
• You see, most of us aren’t trying to actively remove things out of the Bible, but when we don’t read it, we may as well have just cut it out. 
• My point? 
o An obvious point: read your bibles! 
o Study them, get to know this book. “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” Revelation 22 : 20 
• Jesus is returning soon. 
• Are you ready? 
• His words end with a blessing. 
• It won’t be long. 
• There is hope. 
• When we see Him, we’ll say “Yes! He’s here!” 
• Sometimes we look forward to seeing some one and we wait and wait and then eventually they arrive. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” 22 : 21 Revelation 
• There is strength and love in the Lord. 
• Grace. 
o This grace which saves us from destruction. 
o This grace which saves us from sin. 
o This grace which in the end solves all our problems. 
• Lift up your voice and tell others about this wonderful grace. 
• The Old Testament ended with a curse. 
• The New Testament ends with grace
Come to the Lord, now in repentance and faith.
Today is the Day of Salvation.
Behold Christ is returning soon.
