Bible Class Notes - Lesson 179 10 Commandments

Revision of God’s Holy Law - Notes                                          The 10 Commandments – God’s Moral Law for all time

This week we remind ourselves that God’s 10 Commandments are still in force today. We should search our hearts to see where we have broken each one of them. 
The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. John 1v17 VA
4 Questions as we consider each Commandment: -

1. What does it teach us of God’s Character and Being?
2. What does it teach us about what God expects of us? 
3. Have we broken it? 4. Are we heading for Heaven? VA
1. “Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.”
He is Unique – The Only One, True, Eternal, Just, make unto thee and Holy God. Immutable – unchanging.   VA1 Other gods
Triune – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Q. Do we believe in Him, Trust and Obey Him?

Do we have our own god? Even ourselves?

Do we sincerely worship the One true God?
2. “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.”   VA2 Makes Idols
He is Jealous of His Name – A Holy Jealousy. 
God is a Spirit - Father, Son, Holy Spirit. No limits.
No Images or Idols. No crucifix, cross, or pictures. 

No god in our imagination. 
God revealed Himself to us when the Lord Jesus Christ came to earth as Perfect Man.

Q. Do we recognise Him?

Do we sincerely keep this commandment?
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3. “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”   VA3 Blasphemes
The One-True God is worthy of our respect and reverent worship.

Insincere and light worship is Blaspheme.

We need to concentrate when we sing hymns.

We must join in the prayers with a heartfelt Amen. 

He is Supreme – Expecting our respect – No misuse of His Name. Not to be used as a swear word.
Q. Are we guilty of Blaspheme?
4. “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it Holy.”
Creation Ordinance. 1 Day in 7 set aside, worship

We recognise Sunday as the Lord’s Day for worship. The Day He rose from the dead.

We must avoid unnecessary work, leisure, sport, shopping, etc.   VA4 No Time For God
He is Worthy of our Worship – 
He is our Creator. He is the Saviour of Lost Sinners. 

He must be approached humbly and reverently.   Setting aside more than 1 hour for worship. 

All Day for Meditation and our thoughts.
Q. Are we guilty of breaking the Sabbath?

Do we give adequate time to the Lord?

Do we approach the Sabbath with joy?

5. “Honour thy Father and Mother.” VA5 Proud
He is Order – Expecting Total Obedience, 
Total respect for His Authority.
The Creator Commands – The Creature is to obey.

Q. Are we guilty of being too proud to Obey?

Those placed in Authority over us?

Parents? Law? Teachers? God?
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6. “Thou shalt not Kill.” VA6 Hates
He is Love – No Murder or Hatred, No Revenge.

He is Loving, Kind, Generous, Merciful and Gracious.
We must Love God, even our enemies.

Q. Are we guilty of killing the joy of others?

Are we guilty of leading others away from God?

We could be guilty of ‘killing the soul’.

7.  “Thou shalt not commit adultery”. VA7 Unclean Thoughts
He is Pure and Faithful – No Adultery.
Full of Integrity. Keeps all His promises.
He created Male and Female.

Established marriage between Man and Woman.
Expects faithfulness in this relationship.

No living together until married.

To love, honour until death parts us.

We are to avoid lust and fornication.

Keep our eyes away from pornography.

Q. Are we guilty of breaking this commandment?

8. ”Thou shalt not steal”  VA8 Steals
He is a Great Giver – No Stealing, 
He gives Forgiveness, His Righteousness to believers.
We can steal our lives from God.
We can steal time from God.
We must be giving people – To help others.

To believe and share the Gospel of Salvation.
Q. Are we guilty of breaking this commandment?

9. “Thou shalt not bear false witness”. VA9 Lies
He is Truth – No Lying or Deceit. His Word is true.

John 14v6. I AM the Way, Truth, and Life

Immutable – Unchanging, He keeps all His Promises. 
We can live and act a lie. Hypocritical, False.
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We can lie to ourselves, convincing ourselves that we please God by our own good works.
Q. Are we honest? Especially with our soul?

10. “Thou shalt not covet”.      VA10 Greedy.
God provides all that we need.
We must fight the craving for things.

Craving is like a fire burning in our souls. 
Coveting is a criticism of God.

Coveting leads to other sins – Jealousy, Stealing, Hatred, Murder, War etc.

Gets in the way of experiencing God’s blessing.

Gaining things do not satisfy the soul.

We cannot take anything with us into Eternity.

Neither to Hell or Heaven.

He is a bountiful Giver.
He is ALL we need – godliness with contentment is great gain. 1 Timothy 6v6.
God’s Forgiveness is all we need.
Let us Covet the forgiveness of Hod, Salvation, Eternal Life. The good things that last.
Let us see the Wisdom of God: -
10 Instructions From our Maker, 
The Giver of our Eternal Soul.
These provide Warning, Guidance, and Help in how to live to please God and fit us for Eternal Heaven.
10 Rules to Protect Heaven from Sin.

Just one sin bars us from God’s Eternal, and Holy Presence in Heaven. 
10 Laws by which we shall all be Judged, Fairly, and Righteously.
Absolute fairness – We fully deserve God’s punishment. He forgives the penitent sinner.
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·  10 Encouragements to Seek the Saviour.
1. The Law should be our ‘schoolmaster’, directing us to the Lord Jesus Christ. Galatians 3v14
What has the Law taught you?

Have you kept all the Commandments, all the time?

Surely, you must concede that you have not.

Does this concern you? Which way do you face? VA
It should convict you.

Have you turned to the Lord? Seeking forgiveness.

2. In Him alone we find forgiveness for our sin. He kept The Law Perfectly,   He is our Substitute - dying in our place on the Cross of Calvary.
3. In Him alone we have Total Peace and 
Full Reconciliation - made one with God.
In seeing God in each of His Commandments you have come very close to God.

When Christ was crucified on the Cross of Calvary there were two who were very close to Him.

One on His right hand and the other on His left.

One, sadly, rejected Him, poured scorn on Him.
But, through God’s mercy and kindness, the other saw Him for Who He was – None other that the Son of God. 

He recognised in his dying moments that Christ was the Saviour of sinners, of which he was one.

He cried out a sincere request, 

“Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom”. 

The Lord gave him this wonderful answer, 
“Today, you will be with Me in Paradise”.

What enabled the Lord to say this?
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He knew that He was taking the punishment that this man deserved as He, Christ, was dying.

The guilt of this man’s sins was being taken at that very moment by the Lord as He died for him.

Is this your experience?

Did Christ die to take the guilt of your sin so that you could be forgiven?
What is your attitude to God’s Law? Is it that of: - VA
   An Atheist? who argues, ‘No God’ – ‘So No Judgement’

   An Anarchist? who says, ‘No Law’ – ‘So I can do as I like’
   An Agnostic? who says, ‘I do not care – It does not worry me’

OR
     An Accepter? – “I believe that I am a sinner in God’s holy sight, one who needs the forgiveness and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ alone.”
Repent. Come, seek the Saviour’s forgiveness today.    

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.      And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these”. VA  Mark 12 v30,31.
Important Lesson for us today: God’s Law is a school master. (Galatians 3v24). It shows us the wonderful character of God, and teaches us that God’s ways are perfect and holy, and that we are so sinful that we can never keep the law by our own strength.  
The law cannot save us - it condemns us. Yet it points us to a better way, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who kept the Law perfectly. He is the only way that can make us right with God through His substitutionary death on the cross. 
What a blessing to know that our filthy rags of sin are totally removed and replaced by the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ.

