Bible Class Notes - Lesson 178 10 Commandments               This week we consider the 10th of God’s 10 Commandments.                       “Thou Shalt Not Covet”.                                                                                                  Coveting is a very serious sin.                                                                                    God’s character is the opposite. By His grace He kindly gives us all we need. Coveting is criticising God’s kind provision for us.
Notes

What is Coveting?
Coveting is a heart sin which leads us to act sinfully 

in very many ways.
It is wanting, desiring, dreaming of, or demanding things which belong to someone else.      VA, VA, VA                       Things we do not need; things of no real benefit to us.              
We always want more and more. Greed.

The world dangles things in front of us. Very Tempting.

Covetousness is a Ferocious Flame –  VA Header                      Burning in our hearts and souls.        It can grow and grow. Out of control like a forest fire, taking over our lives; making us very dissatisfied and very unhappy.
Coveting is an aching within us. We must have more.

We tell ourselves,” “If I had this, I would be very happy.

We want to be equal with others or even better.

To gain an enhanced status. To gain Street Cred

Pride enters our hearts here.

Whatever we get there will something better next week.

But the soul can never be satisfied with things.

Coveting is wanting more than God has provided                             It is a complaint of dissatisfaction towards God, 

and an insult to God’s kind provision of what we need. 
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The History of Coveting.
Satan tempted Adam & Eve to Covet.     Genesis 3 
To gain the Knowledge of Good and Evil 
To become ‘as god’.                                                    But consider The Fall’s tragic outcome.
There was only sadness and disappointment for Adam and Eve, and for the Human Race. You and me.
The Folly of Coveting.

Deceitful & Selfish desires to gain more 

chokes the Word of God in our hearts. 

The love of riches deceives, trapping us into thinking 

only of this evil world.
The love of money (and possessions) is the root of all evil.                                                                      “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.                     For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows”. 1 Timothy 6v10     VA
We can even covet our sinful way of life by enjoying our sins. We can love our sin and not want to give it up.
Our possessions cannot be taken with us into eternity –    All must be left behind - very short-sighted.

Notice the clamour of people to get ahead, to gain, to possess. Bigger houses, better cars, more entertainment, 

“Are they satisfied? Are they happy?”

Note the stress, anxiety, and exhaustion this brings.
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Towards the end of life, the question is asked,    “What has life been all about?”, “Was it all worth it?”
Covetousness brings dissatisfaction and emptiness of soul. No peace or joy.
It grows like a cancer, placing us on a treadmill              
which turns ever faster.
Many who have lived covetous lives are dulled 

in their desire to find peace with God.                                            After a lifetime of selfish covetous living, they find it very hard to think of spiritual things – Of God, Forgiveness. 
They shut out the thought of Judgement and Eternity.

They will probably prepare for a lavish funeral. 

But what a waste of a life! 

How much better to be content.                                         Thanking God for all that He has given us to enjoy. 

He knows best. He provides all we need.   VA
“But godliness with contentment is great gain.         For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out”. 1 Timothy 6v6,7 
Riches are Deceitful. Raising False Hopes

The Parable of the Sower spoke of Thorny Ground.
Coveting worldly things chokes the Word of God.

When life’s troubles arise the world cannot help,                 and the covetous soul will not look to God for help.

The seed, the Word of God, is choked to death.

Often The Rich want more and spend a lot of time, trouble, and money protecting their wealth from thieves.
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Note the untimely deaths of Pop Stars, Sports people.

The Poor Pine for more.   VA2A Deceitful
“If only I could win the Lottery, then I’d be happy”.
God has created in us our eternal living souls.                 Our soul needs more than money and possessions.
The hearts of those entangled with the cares of this world 
find it hard to seek the Lord. Totally wasted lives.

Riches trap us. Shackle us.  VA 3A

Too busy to come to Church. 

Too busy to hear of God’s gift of Faith and Eternal Life.

Caught on the treadmill.
Are you trapped on Social-Media – your phones, Sport?

Pushing out the Saviour. The only one Who can satisfy.

Unforgiven covetousness shuts the soul out of Heaven. “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God”. 1 Corinthians 6v9,10    VA4
“But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints; …  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God”. Eph 5v5
We read of the Parable of The Rich Farmer.   VA 
“I will pull down my barns, build bigger”.

“My soul, take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry”.

God said to him, “Thou fool, this night you will die”

“You should have laid up treasure in Heaven”.

Be warned - Do not make the same mistake. VA1
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The Sinful Results of Coveting.

You may argue that, “Covetousness is just a desire”.

And ask, “Why does God see it as being so terrible?”

The Lust of Covetousness gives birth to other sins –                                               ingratitude, jealousy, envy, stealing, murder, etc.   VA
King David coveted Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife.

He committed adultery. She was expecting his child,

To cover his sin, he set about to deceive.

He sent for Uriah who was at the Battle Field.

He tried to persuade him to return to his wife, so that he and everyone else would credit him of being the father.

Uriah refused to go home to his wife.

He arranged for Uriah to be left to the enemy. He died.

Psalm 51 gives David’s record of his sincere repentance.

The Lord graciously forgave him. 
Greed - causing oppression of the poor and weak – spitefulness, hate, war. The desire for power over people.
So much suffering is caused by covetousness.

It insults the LORD God –                                              our heart and affections given over to ‘things’. Not God.
If a Christian covets then the Lord’s Holy Name is dishonoured, as we saw with King David.  
VA Beware, “Our hearts are naturally deceitful and desperately wicked, Who can know it?” Jerimiah 17v9
So, Coveting is one of the worst sins. God hates it.                                   Unforgiven it will shut us out of eternal Heaven. VA4
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The Cure for Covetousness is to Think Spiritually: -
The LJC died to save us. Think on this.


Our sin of coveting can be forgiven. Repent.

Set our heart’s affections upon the Lord                          
and His perfect gifts above. 1 Timothy 6v6-8.
Be concerned for the glory and honour of His Holy Name.

Christians are to ‘lay-up treasure’ in Heaven,      VA                                    (Spiritual wealth) Matthew 6 v19-21. Not this world.
Be completely content with that which God has given us.    
The Lord expects us to give gladly to His service.            Our time and money. To help others in need. VA Share                 
‘Covet’ God’s forgiveness and His salvation which is only found by our trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord. He is the only One Who can satisfy our soul.
The Lord Jesus teaches us, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness  (His forgiveness); and all these things, (everything we need), shall be added unto you”.        Matthew 6 v33
 Weigh up the Benefits.    VA Weigh Up
When I was 23 I was the manager of a small shoe shop.

I was offered promotion to a much larger shop in Swindon.

But this raised 2 major problems for me as a Christian: -

1. I would have to leave my church and move.

2. The working week was moving to 7 days and I would have been expected to work on Sundays.

I was interested in computing and the Lord provided me 

a local job as a trainee programmer.

This satisfied my 2 concerns.
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The Lord in His goodness allowed me to stay in my church, and the future prospects for advancement were good.

Without coveting this the Lord wonderfully provided a new career for 40 years and blessed me and my family.

I was able to retire with a decent pension.
Important thought for all of us: God’s character is the complete opposite to covetousness. 
God is kind, good, merciful, and gracious; generously providing all that we need physically, and spiritually. 
He is immutable – He never changes.  
All true believers have a desire to emulate Him. 
The Lord Jesus lived a life full of example and teaching. 
As we read our Bibles look for teaching on this, 

the goodness of the LORD is on every page. 
Christ even gave His life that we might be saved. 
He asks us to give Him back our life and all that He has 



blessed us with should be used in His service 

– our time, our possessions, our skills, money. 
If a believer, What is your service for the Lord? 

