Bible Class Notes - Lesson 174 10 Commandments

Murder is a family of sins – hatred, bullying, etc.
Teaching Notes - The 6th of God’s 10 Commandments 

Thou shalt not kill. Exodus 20v13
Note: -
1. The simplicity, directness, and plainness of God’s Commandments.
2. Most people accept this commandment as being right.
They value their own lives.

Most people feel that they have kept                                   
this commandment.

They reject other commandments as they cannot keep them. Lying, stealing, lusting, coveting etc.
People do not like being called ‘Law Breakers’.

Have you killed anyone?

Do you congratulate yourself                                                  
on keeping this commandment?
Consider - Where did our life come from?
God’s Gift of Life. Plants, Animals, Birds, Fish etc.

But God created Man in His own Image.
A Body with a Living Soul.

Evolution is a lie of the Devil. 

It says there is no God, No Creator, No Designer.

God has recently allowed man to discover DNA.

But God designed this complex set of rules at Creation.
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He created all things by type – Plants, Fish, Birds, Animals, and Insects - each with the ability to procreate in their own way but without the capability to cross-breed outside of their specific, God given, types.
The fact that God used similar functionality in some of the types does not mean that they evolved by chance, from nothing, through mutations over millions of years.

The Bible rejects all notions of Evolution.

God’s highest creation was Man. Created in the Image of God, with a living, eternal soul.

It may surprise you to know that God says we are all guilty of breaking this commandment.

1. Literally, by taking another persons’ life.

2. In the heart – Read Matthew 5v21,22.

3. Taking away a person’s happiness, liberty, freedom, reputation.

4. Damaging the soul - leading or turning someone away from God to their eternal loss.
Consider: -
1. Murder of the Body.

Physically killing someone,                                                       
 includes abortion of an unborn child, euthanasia.        
Note: 10 million abortions in UK over the last 50 years; 277,970 in 2023.
Killing oneself – suicide, or assisted suicide (euthanasia – accepting help to take your life before God’s time).
Note: On average, 6,000 suicides a year in UK, over recent years.

It is God’s prerogative to end our earthly life in His Sovereign Plan for us.
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2. Murder in the Heart.

Evil thoughts of hatred, envy, jealousy, revenge.  
Hatred in the heart.

Wishing someone dead.

These are akin to murder in God’s eyes.
Note Cain’s attitude to his brother Abel, (Genesis 4v8), 
Cain was jealous of Abel because God had rejected his sacrifice of fruit and vegetables, but had accepted Abel’s correct offering of a perfect lamb.

They both knew from their parents, Adam and Eve, that the correct sacrifice was a perfect male lamb, according to God’s instructions. A picture of the Saviour to come.
The correct sacrifice had to be brought with a sincere repentant heart.

Note the attitude of The Pharisees to the Lord Jesus, (Matthew 12v14).
They did not recognise Him as the Promised Messiah,      God The Son, Immanuel – God with us. 
They were jealous of Him and wanted Him dead                       
and pursued Him to the cross.
Note the attitude of Joseph’s brothers to Joseph, (Genesis 37v18-36), 
They were jealous of Him and wanted Him dead.
They schemed to do away with him – murder.

They hated him because: -
Jacob had given Joseph a special coat because he loved him 
more than his older brothers.

Joseph had a dream which suggested that his brothers    
and his father would bow down to him one day.
They questioned – “Will you indeed reign over us?”
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3. Murder of Happiness – Our Own and that of Others.

Gossip, spreading lies, bullying, taking revenge.
Unkindness, scorn, hurtful teasing, spitefulness, nastiness, violence.
Talking about people behind their back.
Passing on nasty rumours. Spoiling a reputation.
These attitudes can crush another’s soul.
Joseph’s brothers scornfully said, “Will you reign over us?”
Joseph’s brothers committed all these sins.

Our sin brings unhappiness to,                                               
and shame upon, our parents.
Jacob was lied to about Joseph.
His dignity and happiness were destroyed.
Hatred can soon lead to violence and murder.

Beware – Watching violent films and TV and playing violent Video Games numbs the conscience.
Makes us think violence is OK.

Remember – God sees and records every thought and act.

He will judge us.

He will demand an account of how we have lived.

There is no place in Heaven for us if we have not repented 
and turned away from these activities.

We must seek His forgiveness. 
4. Murder of a Soul.

Treating God’s Word of Truth of Eternal Life                              
with unbelieving contempt.
Leading ourselves, and others, away from God                          
and His forgiveness.
We are all guilty of breaking this commandment.   
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God will hold us responsible for leading others astray.

Scoffing at God’s Word.

Denying the Gospel so that others copy you.
Living as an unbeliever, as if there is No God.

Inviting people away from God’s house for a party,                    
go shopping, or to watch sport etc.

Stopping coming to Bible/College Class and Church on Sundays.

Joseph, a teenager like you, was sold into Egypt as a slave.
His freedom was taken from him. 

All alone. But his God was with him.
He was falsely accused and had to suffer imprisonment before God raised him up to be 2nd to Pharoah.

His brothers and his father did bow down to him                          
as God used him to save his family from famine.

Joseph’s brothers held guilty by God under this commandment – Thou shalt not kill.
Let us examine our hearts.
We may not have actually killed someone, 

BUT we are all guilty of Jealousy, Bullying, Hatred.

Casting scorn on another, showing unkindness, gossiping, 
and even violence in thought and deed.

We are guilty of leading others away from God                       
by a bad example, and our continued unbelief.

So, what can we do?
We must: -
Pray to the Lord asking Him to help us                              
to ‘Search our Hearts’ honestly and repent. 
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We need God’s help to recognise the sinfulness of our secret motives and thoughts, to see them as He sees them with His holy eye.
We need to be ashamed of what we have thought, said, and done – turning from it, and come to the Saviour in sincere repentance and faith.
Only the perfect Lord Jesus Christ, by giving His life on the cross of Calvary and being punished for us, can wash us clean of the guilt of all our sin.
He is ready to forgive us. and eternally forget,                                   
if we sincerely repent. 
Jeremiah wrote, ‘The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?      I the Lord search the heart ...’ Jeremiah 17 v 9-10
Important thought for all of us: 
God’s character is the absolute opposite of this commandment.  
He is Love. See 1 John 4v7-9.  
He is the giver of life - our eternal living souls, and of eternal salvation.  
He wants us to value His gift of love and life so that we seek eternal life through His forgiveness, giving Him our love, and offering sincere obedience in our worship of Him. 

John 3v16 tells us of God’s supreme act of love in sending His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to save all repentant sinners from the guilt of their sin, through His death upon the cross. 
God’s love is unchanging. 
It is from eternity past - in that He chose to reconcile sinners to Himself by breaking down the middle wall of partition between us as sinners, and our Holy God, bringing peace between us. Read 2 Corinthians 5v18,19, Hebrews 2v17.

