Bible Class Notes – Studies in the Old Testament – Lesson 167
Character Studies from Daniel and Nehemiah
This week – How fickle (changeable) we are, even when saved, but how ready God is to forgive.
Fickleness - The People of Jerusalem go back on their vows and break their promises.
Fickleness – frequently and easily changing mind.  VA
Swapping sides without conviction. Inconsistent. Insincere.
Nehemiah had returned from Jerusalem to Susa to report to King Artaxerxes.

Disappointment on hearing the latest news.
The people had initially been so enthusiastic at the dedication of the rebuilt wall. 
They had readily made vows to serve the Lord and keep from sin. They praised the Lord and promised to obey Him.

Yet on Nehemiah’s return he found that the people had slipped back into old sins which they had previously repented of, 
and by so doing they were offending their God again.
Are you aware of your weakness – your besetting sins? Those that you keep falling into.
It is a healthy spiritual exercise to frequently examine your hearts. This must be done prayerfully.

God’s Word is a very honest book. 
It clearly tells us of God’s Character and Holy standards,                       and how our sin is offensive to God.                                                         It shows the failure of sin to satisfy our souls, and that God has provided a remedy in sending the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour. This is the only way to get true satisfaction.
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Four major sins were being committed: -
Nehemiah’s heart was very sad. He was jealous for the glory and honour of the Lord’s Name.

Do you have the same concern for upholding God’s Holy Standards? In your own life, and in that of the Church?

Nehemiah took swift action with them for they had: -   
1. Invited the enemy in. 
Tobiah, the Ammonite, one of the enemy leaders, had been given spacious rooms in the temple by his relative, Eliashib the priest!     
“You are welcome to come and live in the Temple.”          “We will give you the rooms that were used for storing gifts from the people for the Levite priests.”                      

“We do not use them now.”         VA
God’s enemy had been invited in.
Today, many churches have invited the enemy, the world, into their church worship. 

Gospel choirs, weak worship, rock bands, weak teaching and little or no Teaching or Gospel preaching,                    – just creating a happy environment. No repentance.
A fun place to be. Man-centred not Christ-centred.
The Lord is not pleased with this departure from the sincere reverent worship of His Holy Name.

Fun is not mentioned in the Bible.                             But Christian Joy is. 
This joy can only be experienced                                           when we know the Lord as our personal Saviour.

The joy of knowing our sin is forgiven and forgotten by God.
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Tobiah’s presence was an insult to the Lord!
Nehemiah threw him, and all his possessions,                   out of the temple, returning all the Lord’s things.

2. Neglected God’s work. 
Nehemiah noticed that there were very few Priests working in the Temple. 
“Where are the Priests?” he asked.
The people had stopped giving money to the Lord’s work so the Levites could not be paid to work in the temple; meaning they had to work for their food - unable to serve the Lord in leading the worship of God.
Nehemiah reminded the people of their need to give money and gifts to support the Lord’s work.
The people returned to their responsibility of giving.
We at EDT give our offerings so that Pastor is employed fulltime in the ministry; to pay all the bills, the mini buses, the expenses of running all the Gospel outreach work.
3. Neglected the Sabbath.  Nehemiah awoke on the Lord’s Sabbath to the noise of market trade - breaking the commandment - To Keep the Sabbath Day Holy.
He found there was a market. People selling and buying.

Trading in wheat and corn, fish, wine, grapes and figs.
Nehemiah was not afraid to take action.  VA
The Honour of God’s Name was at stake.

But how could one man stop all this activity?
Nehemiah took strong measures to prevent this.                         On the next Sabbath Day he ordered that the gates of Jerusalem to be closed to stop the traders entering.
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The traders, finding the gates shut, began to set up their stalls outside the gates, for the people to go out to them.

Nehemiah threatened the traders and so they departed.

We live in a day when, sadly, Sunday trading is permitted by the law of our land. God is Judging us for this.
But God’s Law remains – that we should not shop on the Lord’s Day.

Please try to resist shopping and doing unnecessary things on the Lord’s Day. Keep it for the Lord.
4. Married unbelievers. 
Israelite men had married foreign women of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab. This was against God’s Law.
These could not speak the Hebrew language,       VA      neither had they any love for the one true God.

They encouraged their husbands, and children to worship their idols instead of God.                                                                   Solomon, many years earlier, had sinned this sin.
God split Israel into two and  why both Israel and Judah had been taken into captivity.
Nehemiah chased away the Priest’s son because he had married Sanballat’s the Horonite’s daughter.
Nehemiah reminded the people of God’s Law given to Moses to not marry foreigners who did not believe.

Application - Setting our lives in order.   VA
Hot or Cold towards God and His truth    VA

Inside or Outside of God’s Way VA

Yes or No. Are we consistent believers? VA

Are we sincere or fickle?

Consider these as we make 5 Application: -
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1. It is very important that a Christian should marry another Christian who holds all the same fundamental beliefs as they do. 
Can you imagine the difficulties and arguments that can arise between two who are not at one in the Lord!
Some have even given up some of their beliefs to marry.

I know of several couples who attend different churches because they realised that they had different beliefs. 
Even some have stopped attending church while the other continues in their faith.

These problems steal the joy of believing away and create confusion amongst their children.
2. Never invite Satan in. 
He is so quick to control our aims and desires;                  removing any zeal or love for the Lord. To tempt us away.
Occupy your mind with things of the Lord and His Word; read the Bible and biographies of godly Christians.      Follow God’s advice in James 4; 
Resist the Devil and he will flee from you.  

You may be surprised to hear that Satan is content for us to attend church - so long as we are not serious about seeking and finding the Lord and obeying Him. 
3. Remember the Lord’s work. 
The church cannot function unless Christians give their time, energy and gifts to the Lord. 
We have a responsibility to attend all the services we can.
Sadly, some believers come once on the Lord’s Day and rarely to the midweek Prayer Meeting or Bible Study, even when they have free time to do so. 

We allow for those who have work or family commitments
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It is surprising how the Lord blesses those who set aside time, gifts and energy for the service of their Lord. 
4. Remember the Lord’s Day. 
Avoid the temptation to treat the Lord’s Day for our own relaxation and entertainment; lying in, and following our own selfish pleasure - sports, shopping, partying, etc.
The Lord only asks for 1 day in 7 to be used for worship and to serve Him. (Isaiah 58 13-14).
5. Be Careful in Friendships. 
The values and aims of those we mix with do rub off on us. If our friends hold to this world’s values and scorn those of the Lord, we will be weakened and fall more easily into sin. 
Beware, Satan can disguise himself, or some of our friends, to be friendly when we had best part company from them.

Even wise King Solomon became foolish in marrying worldly wives losing much spiritual blessing and was judged by the Lord for his weakness. 
Israel was split into Israel and Judah after his reign.
Find your help and close friendship from the Lord’s family whilst witnessing to all unsaved.
Note the blessings of putting the Lord first:              “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”.                                                                                            Romans 12 v1-2
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Important Thought for us Today: Why can we be fickle (changeable) even when a believer? Our spiritual fervour can vary by the day; one day hot for the Lord, desiring to read his word, pray and be readily obedient; then the next, cold and indifferent, easily absorbed with this world’s sinful pleasures. It will be very helpful for us to consider:

1) Are we seeking? The Devil will actively make sin attractive to keep us from the Lord, so you must expect things to vary from day to day.  Keep seeking and pray for forgiveness.

2) Mistaken about our salvation? If we can sin without concern and have no hatred of the sin we are committing we need to ask whether we are truly saved.  Pray for help.    

3) Backslidden? Even when saved our war with the Devil and the old person in us continues, fighting with us to return to our old sinful self. Take comfort. If we hate our sin this shows we are the Lord’s, but we need to come back to God in sincere repentance.

How did Nehemiah stay firm? Nehemiah 8v10 gives his secret: “for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” If God alone is our source of joy, then we too will remain strong in Him.

