Bible Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 164
Character Studies from Daniel and Nehemiah
NOTES

Aim To learn from Nehemiah the quality of Christian character – Unselfish Concern for the honour and glory of God and for others.
Unselfish Concern: Nehemiah Desires Jerusalem’s Restoration
Daniel had lived in Babylon for 72 years from 606BC to 534BC, dying at about the age of 87.
536BC Cyrus, King of Persia sends Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple.
457BC Ezra sent to Jerusalem to continue the work.
Today we consider Nehemiah, a Jew, born in Susa, in Persia. The Persian Empire now extended from Greece in the west to India in the east.
Now 444BC.
Come with me to the palace in Susa. VA Artaxerxes
King Ar-tax-erx-es is the ruler. Very powerful, very rich.

Imagine him sitting on his throne in his palace. 
Beautiful marble floors, rich curtains, gold, and jewels.
Rich food and the best wine. Many servants.

But the King had to be very careful. There were those who would like him dead so that they could take over as king.
Here comes the king’s cup-bearer. A trusted servant, whose job it was to ensure that the wine had not been spiked by an enemy with poison.

It is Nehemiah, a Jewish slave, who is the one trusted by Artaxerxes. 

Nehemiah was a believer in the one true God.VA Nehemiah
The King fully trusted Nehemiah, even with his life.

What a great position!


Trusted, well treated, comfortable, good food etc.
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But we will discover that Nehemiah’s thoughts were elsewhere.
Nehemiah wanted God’s name to be respected, honoured, glorified. 
Especially back in Jerusalem. 

He had never been there but knew that Ezra had been sent 13 years earlier by the previous king, Xerxes, to ensure that the rebuilding work was continuing to plan.
In 457BC Ezra, and many other Jewish slaves had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple and repair the walls and gates of Jerusalem.

Nehemiah had been pleased to hear that the Temple had been rebuilt (but not as wonderful as Solomons’ original).

Worship services with sacrifices had been started again.

This brought joy and gladness to Nehemiah’s heart.
God’s Name was being honoured and glorified again.
Bad News! The earlier restoration work of Jerusalem’s walls and gates led by Ezra was now in ruins.
The walls still had large gaps in them. VA 3 News
The gates had been burnt down.
Jerusalem’s God was being mocked: 
The enemy nations around enjoyed jeering at the people, as they belittled and ridiculed God.
Nehemiah Cared. 
On hearing the news: -
He was broken hearted: VA4
He could neither eat nor sleep.   
He truly loved the Lord God and any set back to His God’s work affected him deeply.

The luxuries and comforts of the palace at Susa, and his trusted position as cup-bearer to the king were nothing to him while his thoughts were heavy for Jerusalem and for the glory and honour of the name of his God.
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He was sad when he heard that the people who had started the rebuilding work had grown tired of it, and had stopped.
The people were preferring to spend their time on themselves and for their own gain.
They had lost their love for God and the glory of His Name.

They had given in to the attacks of the enemies who were against the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls and gates.

Nehemiah was so sad, broken-hearted. 
He lost his joy. He had sleepless nights.

He did not eat for a number of days – fasting.
Jerusalem is so far away.

He asked himself, “What can I do to help?”
A true believer desires to work for the Lord and is upset when God is dishonoured.
But Nehemiah was a man of prayer.

He made earnest prayer: VA Prayed
No cold, recited, half-hearted prayer would do.
He poured out his heart to God.
He prayed for 40 days.

Tears, and fasting were required and total confidence that His God would hear and answer his prayer regarding Jerusalem’s plight. 
A true believer trusts God will hear and answer their unselfish prayers for His glory.

They put their own well-being 2nd to God’s glory.

They desire that the Gospel be told to all people so that they will repent, believe and be saved.


Let us stop. What about us?


Do you love the Lord as your Saviour?


Do you love coming to Church and College Class?


Do you want to be here as often as possible?

Are you easily stopped from coming?
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Would you prefer to be doing something else? 
What is the true feeling in your soul?

Nehemiah’s Prayer. 
Compare his prayer with prayers on TV, School Assembles, and other churches.
Some churches use formal, read prayers. C of England.
Charismatic churches use made up words – ‘tongues’, mumbo-jumbo – not real languages.

Some hardly pray or pray without any respect for God.

Nehemiah really meant his prayer. It was from his heart.
Read his prayer Nehemiah 2 v5-11 VA
1. Recognised God as Almighty, Sovereign, Holy,     Covenant keeper of His Word.

“And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and observe his commandments:
2. Recognised God as Merciful and forgiving.
6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have sinned.
3. Recognised God as the Law Giver. 
7 We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses.
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4. Recognised God as Just to punish sin.
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations:
5. Recognised God’s Promise to Save and Bless.
9 But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there. 10 Now these are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand.
6. Asked for God’s help in his challenging situation.
11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man. 
For I was the king's cupbearer.
Nehemiah acted bravely when God answered his prayer: Being sad in the kings’ presence was punishable by death, but Nehemiah was so grieved that he could not pretend happiness. VA Picture
Challenged by the King about his sadness, Nehemiah sent an emergency prayer to his God. Nehemiah 2v4
He then explained to the king why he was so sad. 
The kindness of his God caused King Artaxerxes to send Nehemiah to Jerusalem to restore it!
 A true believer praises God and acts when the Lord overrules as He answers prayer.
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He worked hard: 
Nehemiah 2v11-16 tells how Nehemiah went at night to see the damage to the walls and gates of Jerusalem.

With much prayer and unceasing labour Nehemiah and the faithful remnant (Priests, nobles, rulers, jewellers), set their hands to the work despite much opposition from Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem. Nehemiah 2 v17-20.
 A true believer will gladly serve the Lord no matter how challenging the conditions.
Why were Nehemiah’s prayers so blessed and answered? Let us learn from this.
Nehemiah was different. His heart was for the Lord. 
He remained faithful to his God, even in a rich, foreign court, whilst holding a powerful and prominent position. 
Challenge - Wherever we are, whatever we face - will we remain faithful to God?
Nehemiah really prayed and trusted. 
Nehemiah knew He was praying to a great (Omnipotent), and merciful God Who willingly hears the sincere prayers of a repentant sinner.                    
Nehemiah first trusted God for forgiveness and then asked for His help with full knowledge that God was a gracious hearer and answerer of prayer.
Challenge - Do we fully trust that the God we are praying to is real and all powerful?
God hears and answers the prayers of those who truly repent of their sins and are trusting only in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  
Our first prayer must be, “Forgive me Lord”
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Do we pray with humility and great trust like David did in Psalm 86? 
‘Bow down thine ear, O LORD, hear me: for I am poor and needy. … Be merciful unto me, O Lord: for I cry unto Thee daily … For Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon Thee. 
Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my supplications. 
In the day of my trouble, I will call upon Thee: for Thou wilt answer me.’  vs 1,3,5,6.7
Important Thought for us Today: 
Do we really pray? Nehemiah’s prayers were answered and blessed because he really prayed; he meant what he said; it was from his heart.  
He didn’t pray quick, casual and selfish prayers, or recite other people’s words.  
His prayers were earnest, concentrating on matters that were important to his God; the forgiveness of his own sin; help from God to represent His cause; the desire that unsaved loved ones find the Lord. 
We can be upset and disappointed when we feel that God has not heard or answered our prayers. 
So, we need to test our prayers as they must include all the aspects outlined by the Lord Jesus Christ in His model prayer (Matthew 6 & Luke 11). 
Do we set aside time daily to pray, or only pray when we need help? Is God our personal Heavenly Father? 
Is His Will our concern or just our own? 
Forgiveness of sins and a forgiving spirit must be as much prayed for as our own personal needs. Our prayer must be made in the name of Jesus Christ - starting and ending with the adoration and trust of the Triune God.

Quiz for Lesson 163 – Daniel in the Lions’ Den.

G1. What did Daniel do 3 times a day and why?

A. He prayed to the Lord God. He was a believer.

B1. What position did he hold in the Persian Empire under King Darius? How many was he put over? Why?
A. 2nd only to Darius. 3 Presidents and 120 Princes.

Darius trusted Daniel.

G2. What was the attitude of the Presidents and Princes to Daniel?

A. Jealousy, Hatred. They were devious.

B2. What scheme did they think up so as to remove Daniel from his trusted position?

A. Persuade Darius to pass a law that no one should pray to, or worship, anyone other than him for 30 days. Punishment was to be thrown to the lions.

G3. When Darius agreed and passed this as a law what did Daniel continue to do? Was he afraid? 
A. He prayed openly 3 times a day. 

No, he was not afraid, he trusted in God.

Did he know how God would answer his prayer?

A. No, but he fully trusted God for his eternal safety.

B3. The Lord preserved Daniels’ life. 

      What can we learn from this about almighty God?
A. Romans 8v28. “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.”
