 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Lord Jesus – Lesson 154
The Saviour – Rejected
This week – We learn of the disaster of rejecting The Saviour and losing His reward at His return.
Notes 
Aim To demonstrate Jesus’                                   	perfect knowledge of future events.                                              This lesson is to urge you to take seriously the Lords warnings about losing your Gospel privileges by your rejection of the Saviour.
Jesus said, “Behold I come quickly, and My reward is with Me.  Revelation 22v12. VA
The Saviour Rejected. VA
Introduction. Let us remind ourselves that  the Lord Jesus Christ had predicted that the chief priests, elders and scribes would be responsible, humanly speaking, for His death. The Lord Jesus rode triumphantly into 	              	but was not welcomed                             	by the religious leaders. 
“Hosanna to the Son of David”                                         	was the cry of the people.                                                                 The religious leaders demanded to know from Him what authority He had to do these things. 
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They hated Him                                                      	and wanted Him to be put to death.
They deliberately ask questions designed to trick Him into saying something unlawful so that they could report Him to the authorities. Or something which would turn people 	against Him and break His popularity 	with the crowds.                                                                      We know that the Lord Jesus Christ is God 		and that He could see into their hearts.               He knew exactly what they were thinking   	and planning just as he knows 	everything that we think or plan to do.                                                               So, the Lord told this parable that we are going to consider today in which He explained the wickedness of their plans and the awful consequences so that they might be warned and have the opportunity to repent.                He wanted them to recognise that                    	He was speaking to them in this parable.                                  
They did recognise this but this caused                 	them to hate Him all the more.                                                   
We will see that the Lord asked what should be done to the husbandmen who sought to take the vineyard from its owner.
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The Parable of the Vineyard Owner                             and the Husbandmen.
The Lord challenges the Religious Leaders.
The Vinyard Owner.         VA                                                                    Note that both the beauty and productivity of the vineyard had been the joy of the owner’s life’s work. He had worked hard to clear the ground of all the stones, to till and fertilise the ground,         to plant the vines.                                                                     He built a wall round it to protect it from the weather and from thieves.                                  He built a watch tower.                                                         He also built a winepress to crush the grapes     	and catch the juice to store it                              	to ferment into good wine.                                                                           The husbandmen are given the privilege of sharing in the responsibility of its upkeep and care.                     The owner deserved their loyalty.
The Wicked Husbandmen. The Farmers VA               At first, they were pleased to be able to rent such a fruitful pleasant vineyard, where they could benefit from the labours of the owner and the success of his enterprise.                                             However, after a time, they had come to take their privileged position for granted and began to be envious and resentful of their landlord.                             They wanted to behave                                                      	as if they owned the vineyard.  
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They wanted it for themselves and would not pay 	the rent rightfully due to the owner.
The Servants of the Owner.        VA                      They came to collect the owners share of the fruit, but were cruelly treated by the greedy,                 	rebellious husbandmen.                                                 They beat one and killed another, maimed the third by stoning him. More servants were sent by the owner, but they were treated in the same way.
The Son of The Owner.       VA                                        Surely the owner’s son would be respected?                But no! He was hurled out of the vineyard and killed. The wicked husbandmen saw this as their opportunity to take the vineyard for themselves.
The Owner Returns.                                            To judge and take rightful ownership                                	of his vineyard.
The Lord asked,
“What should the owner do to the 	husbandmen?”
The Pharisees could only answer                                	that the wicked men deserved judgement 	and punishment.
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The Meaning of the Parable: -   VA
No doubt you will have recognised who the different people are in the parable.

The Owner.    VA
The Lord God. The Creator of everything Who sustains all thing by the Word of His Power, and has made us to look after His creation.                       
He rightly deserves our honour, obedience, 	worship, and willing service.  

He has let our lives to us and expects a return.
He will return in Judgement.

The Wicked Husbandmen.    VA
The Scribes and Pharisees knew the Lord described 	both them and the Old Testament Jews             	who had cruelly rejected His prophets.   
Remember two  weeks ago  we considered the Lord Jesus lamenting over Jerusalem.  Matthew 23v27
“O, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would no!!”   VA

The parable was beginning to sink in.
They knew that they hated Him                                                      	and were planning to have Him killed.
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It is a description of us too,                                                               if we refuse to give the respect due to Him.

The Servants.   VA
God’s faithful teachers who fearlessly preach God’s message of the need to acknowledge God as our owner and to repent our sin before Him.

The Son.   VA
The Lord Jesus Christ who would be so hated that He would be rejected and taken out of the city and crucified like a common criminal.

The Owner Returns. VA
The Jews were judged for rejecting the Messiah. They lost their Old Testament privilege of being God’s chosen and protected people. 
God’s New Testament Church is made up of people from all nations. Jews and Gentiles.
We must remember that the Lord is warning us that He has promised to return to end this world in Judgement.           VA                                                                                 Those who oppose Him now will tremble on 	that awesome day                                                      	when they see Him return in great glory 	with	 great power!                   
Will we come now as obedient servants,                       with repentant hearts, paying Him due honour and respect?    VA
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Will we be ready to welcome Him                                   	when He comes again?
Paul wrote, “Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”    Ephesians 2v19-22. VA
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Important Lesson for us Today: 
Who was humanly responsible                                             	for the Lord’s death? 
Although the Lord Jesus came willingly to die to save us, He predicted that the religious leaders would be responsible for His death. 
They were not amongst the welcoming crowds    	when the Saviour rode into Jerusalem. 
They did not willingly accept His teachings like the crowds but instead demanded on what authority did He speak. 
They deliberately asked Him questions to catch him out so they could have Him arrested, plotting His death.
The Lord knew their hearts, and, in warning and mercy, spoke this parable to rescue them from their deserved punishment if they continued in their hatred and hostility to Him.

The Lord knows our attitude to Him. 
Will we turn to Him in repentance and faith,     or so hate His authority over us                           that we too are guilty of wanting His death? 
