 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Lord Jesus – Lesson 153 The Saviour – Returning
This week – We learn of The Saviour’s promised return at the end of time.
Notes  Aim. To learn of future events which will surely come to pass because the Lord Jesus Christ has said so.                                                                                      We should be keen to think of the future                                     	as revealed to us in the Scriptures.                                                          Please check if you are ready for these.
“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour                              	your Lord shall come.”            Matthew 24v42.
In last weeks lesson 
	We saw the Saviour welcomed into Jerusalem 	with cries pf Hosana to The Son of David.
The Saviour will Return –                                               	Exactly As He Promised before He ascended 
	and as He ascended.
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.    Acts 1v11.

Introduction – 
Do you think that we live in a world 
	that will never end?
Many mistakenly say, “Yes, the world will always exist, surely it has evolved over millions of years 
and will continue to do so.”
Hence many give little or no thought 
	to the end of time.
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Some argue that man can influence                                       	the continuing existence of the world.

But God is Sovereign and in full control.
 He has said He will end it at His appointed time. 	Maybe soon. Very soon.
We note God’s Accurate Prophesies and Promises.
1. Short-term – Immediate.                                                            Christ prophesied His arrest, false trial, 
and crucifixion    (AD 33), 
He lamented over Jerusalem, desiring to take the people under His wings like a mother hen does her chicks when danger comes
He prophesised the destruction of the Temple,                
 which came true in AD70.
2. Long-term – Until the end of time – 
	Some of these are happening now: -
a. Increase in wars, famines, pestilences, epidemics (Covid19), earthquakes, etc. 
In contrast, men say they can improve things; 
	looking forward to ‘Utopia’.
b. The Christian Gospel would be preached to every nation. 
c. False prophets with their false religions would seduce many people. 
d. Antisemitism would increase. 
This showed itself when the Nazi hatred of the Jews and is even in the news today.
We must trust His prophecies 
	of events yet to happen,
The Lord has promised to return, 
	to judge the world and usher in eternity.
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Matthew 24v27-31.
For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
28 For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together.
29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heaven shall be shaken:
30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.
31 And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.

The Lord said that many people would be caught out 	by the suddenness of this event.
	Totally unprepared.
Described as being like lightening.1
The end of time, The Day of Judgement.
Will you be ready?

The Lord told this simple yet profound parable.
As we look at it check your own position.
	“Will I be caught out?”
Or, do we dread it’s coming?

The Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids and The Wedding.
The eastern bridegroom came at night 
	to begin the marriage ceremony.
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The bride and her friends had looked forward to this day 
	for a long time.  
But 5 bridesmaids were foolishly unprepared 
	and missed the bridegroom’s arrival.

The Meaning of the Parable: -
Weddings are joyful occasions.
The solemn vows, seeking God’s blessing, the service, the reception, the presents.
Family and friends gather together to witness the 	coming together of a man and a woman.
Note – God instituted this union, 
Not between man and man or woman and woman.
Eastern weddings started at night when the bridegroom would come to collect the bride to take her to his home where the ceremony and reception would be held.
1. Jesus Christ - the Bridegroom. 
How wonderful that the Lord likens His return to bringing His beloved Bride, (all true believers), 
to the marriage supper, home to Heaven.
Remember the love of the Saviour 
who gave Himself on the cross to save them,
preparing them to be His bride.
“Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Hebrews 12v2.

2. The Bride and the Wise Bridesmaids. - All those who look forward to His coming, in repentance and faith, will be welcomed into Heaven.
3. The Foolish Bridesmaids. – 
Note hpw foolish they were in not being ready.
They tried to borrow the ‘oil of faith’ from others.
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All who are careless, not seriously seeking the Lord now will be disappointed, believing that when the Lord comes, He will accept them as they are.
This parable teaches us otherwise                        
The Lord will reject them, saying, 
	“I know you not.” Matthew 25v12.
We must have personal faith in Christ.
Some believe everyone will go to Heaven. 
But it is only those who have faith in Christ.

A. The Bridegroom Tarried. - He delayed His coming. The Lord foretold this almost 2,000 years ago. We may be tempted to think He will never come.
We do not know when the Lord will return. 
It is His Sovereign choice, and He has already set the date when it will happen. 
Maybe very soon. Are you prepared and ready?

Be warned. There are only 2 groups of people – 
	those ready and expectant for the Lord’s return, 	and those who are not. 
	Which group are you in?   

The Lord warns us, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man (Jesus Christ the Bridegroom), cometh.”    
						Matthew 25v13.                                                                                 

Important Lesson for us Today: What are the disadvantages of being a Christian? There are none! Don’t listen to the trick of the devil that it’s a hardship to give up the love of self, pride, this world and all its’ forms of sin in order to be a Christian. The benefits when we come to Christ in faith (the gift of God), with sincere repentance for our sin, far outweighs sin’s short-lived pleasure which only brings long-term emptiness and misery. What are these blessings?  Eternal peace and assurance of Heaven; close fellowship with God our Creator and Saviour; a daily prayerful walk with God desiring to please and grow more like our Saviour, Jesus Christ, by resisting temptation (Sanctification); being fulfilled by serving Him in witness and worship; faithfully looking forward to the Saviour’s promised return.

