 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Lord Jesus – Lesson 150
The Saviour – Confessed.
NOTES 
This week – We learn the answer to the Lord’s question – 	“Who am I?”   What is our answer?                                                           AIM – That you would know Christ as your Lord and Saviour. What is your answer to the question the Lord asked His disciples?   VA
VA   Jesus said: “Whom say ye that I am?”                           Simon Peter answered: “Thou art the Christ,            the Son of the living God.”  Matthew 16v15-16.
Peter’s answer to the Lord’s question at Caesarea.
Setting the scene for our lesson today.                                             The places: -
Bethlehem – Where Christ was born to the virgin Mary              	as foretold. Micah 5v2.                                                                                     King Herod sought to kill Him, so they fled to Egypt for safety, and He was brought back as a boy to Nazareth after Herod’s death. Matthew 2v12-14.
Galilee – Nazareth, where the Lord grew up.  VA Map                            	Aged 30 He started His public ministry.                                                      Capernaum. The people were glad to walk miles to witness His Miracles, and to hear His Teaching of forgiveness of sin.                                 He exposed the hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees.
Caesarea Philippi - The Lord asked His disciples,               	“Who do men say that I am?”
Some people thought He was John the Baptist,                        	some Elijah, and others Jeremiah.
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Today, some will say, ‘He was a good man,                            	a good example’, others ‘He was weak’.
A Question we all need to answer.                                        	“Who do you say that I am?”
Peter’s Reply, “Thou art the Christ,    VA                             	the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16v16.                                                          Are we convinced of the true answer                                	to this important question?
How did the Early Christian Church start?                                   God’s truth was the starting point.                             “Upon this rock will I build My Church”. Matt 16v18.                        Not upon Peter, but upon this certain Rock of truth when he recognised Christ as God, The Saviour.  Jesus promised, “The ‘gates of Hell’ shall not prevail against it”. V18.
Two thousand years later, despite all the opposition,                  	we realise how true these words are.                                                 Millions across the world have trusted in Christ as Saviour.
The Keys of the Kingdom. We are entrusted                               	to Preach the Gospel to the whole world.                The Gospel: Christ (Perfect God, and Man),                               	died to take the punishment for our sin. 
Starting at Jerusalem. Christ ministered.  VA                                         	It would take over 3 years until He was crucified.          The Lord told His disciples, Matthew 16v21, that He would                                          “From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.”
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After Christ rose from the dead and ascended to Heaven,                                     The Day of Pentecost.    Peter preached.                                                        The start of the New Testament Church Acts 2.
The Disciple’s Plan. They selfishly wanted                         	important positions in God’s Kingdom on earth.    They thought that Christ would immediately                  	usher in His Kingdom and rule on earth.
The Saviour’s Plan was to teach them that                           	He must die on the cross to save sinners.                         
The Lord told His disciples, Matthew 16v21, that He would                                          “From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.”
Peter strongly objected to this.  The Lord said,                                                                       		“Get thee behind Me, Satan.” Matt 16v23. 
God’s Eternal Plan. VA                                                                       	Established within The Godhead in Eternity past.   A Covenant Agreement between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.                                            	        Foretold in many places in the OT.                               Pictured by animal sacrifices.                                                                 	To save an Elect People to Himself                      				by paying their sin-debt. Isaiah 53.     Only Christ, Immanuel – God/Man,                                          	the Perfect Lamb of God, could accomplish this.          
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Satan’s Plan. VA                                                                                      	To stop the Lord from dying on the cross                       		to save sinners – you and me.                               	To stop us believing in the Saviour.                           		This was Peter’ plan.

  A Chosen Plan. VA      By Covenant Agreement.                                            The Saviour was not surprised by His arrect and false trial. He knew all that would happen to Him,                  	and, out of His love for us, He deliberately allowed Himself to be taken, falsely accused, beaten, mocked,                	and crucified on the cruel cross of Calvary. 
Much more, He gladly and willingly took                      	the Fathers’ eternal wrath for our sin.    VA
We look “Unto Jesus the author                                    	and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy                                                              	that was set before Him endured the cross, 	despising the shame, and is set down at the 	right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12v2.

  A Plan to Follow. VA                                                               	The Lord told His disciples                             				that they must forget themselves and their 			selfish ambitions and be prepared 
“to take up their cross and follow Him.” V24

Are you prepared to follow the Saviour on these terms?
	To bear opposition against you as a Christian.
The Lord was set to save a People to Himself                
		by paying their sin-debt. Isaiah 53v3 to 5.
“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 
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4 Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,              He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed.”

Are you prepared to repent and believe in the Saviour, 	and follow Him on these terms?                  
The disciples did and were not disappointed. 
They experienced forgiveness and were used by God to establish the New Testament Church under the direction of God The Holy Spirit. Acts 2.

Then said Jesus unto His disciples,     VA
‘If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.’	                                                Matthew16v24-25.
VA 1 Peter 1v2 to 5.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to is abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”






