Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Word of God – Lesson 145
The Word of Promise - The Prophecies of Isaiah.
This week – We learn that God’s word accurately foretold History before it happened.
NOTES                                                                                                                                           Aim - To demonstrate from the book of Isaiah                       one of the most remarkable features of the Bible.                             The detailed and accurate prophecies of future events.               To highlight the prophecy of the coming Saviour,                      fulfilled perfectly in the Lord Jesus Christ,                            so that we will respect all that the Bible teaches                                  about things to come                                                                                      and that we will seek the Lord while He may be found.
Today we will look through the ‘telescope of time’. VA        From the time of Isaiah (2,700 years ago) to the New Testament time, 2,000 years ago, and even into the future. 
God enabled Isaiah, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to see the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Saviour of lost sinners, of His death and resurrection.                                                   Of His future return on the Day of Judgment                            
at the end of time. Yet to happen.
We think of infra-red light which enables pictures to be taken in the dark. E.g. Pictures of a Badger set at night.   VA
700 years before Jesus was born,                                        the prophet Isaiah wrote of Him:                                                 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows,               and acquainted with grief,”       Isaiah 53v3. VA
Prophecies From Isaiah - Fulfilled and Future. 
Prophesy – Foretelling History before it Happened!
Isaiah was God’s prophet during the reigns of               
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. 
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Despite the spiritual reform during Hezekiah and Josiah’s reign, immorality and idol worship predominantly prevailed throughout Israel and Judah.

Isaiah warned the people of Israel of the evil                     
of their ways and prophesied God’s Judgement.
This would be the punishment of Judah and Jerusalem                          
by The Babylonians. 
Isaiah warned the people of captivity                                   
if they ignored God’s warning (Isaiah 3.8)           “For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen.”

100 years later 600 BC Isaiah’s prophecy came true.                         Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, conquered Judah leaving Jerusalem in ruins. VA1
                                                    Taking many captives back to Babylon, 1,000 miles away.     VA2           Daniel was one of these.                    
The Restoration of the Jewish Captives                                  

Back to Their Own Land.                                                                                
Jeremiah 25v11 prophesied                                                            
that the Jews would be captives for 70 years.    This came true 170 years after Isaiah prophesied.                                                                             Isaiah prophesied Babylon would topple to Cyrus (named 170 years before his birth, Isaiah 44v28).  “That saith of Cyrus, He is My shepherd, and shall perform all My pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.”                  How amazing!                                                           This was contrary to usual practice of conquerors,                        that Cyrus would release the Jews and allow them                            to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple!   VA3    We trust that you are amazed at the detailed accuracy of Bible Prophecy. Given to Isaiah by the Holy Spirit.
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Other prophesies which came true were -        VA4                                            
A Virgin Bearing a Child – The Promised Messiah.                                                                 700 years before Christ’s birth, the Jews were 
promised a Saviour and Deliverer                                                   
whose name would be Immanuel, (God with us).            
“Therefore, the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,                   and shall call His name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7.14.   VA   
A unique event in history.
Isaiah 9.1-2 predicted that He would first appear in lowly Galilee.  Jesus Christ was known as a Galilean.                              How amazingly accurate Isaiah’s prophecies are!
Isaiah 11.1-10 Israel, pictured as a dead tree stump,          
seemed finished as a nation with little blessing of God;                             
to be ruled by Rome.                                                                                            Isaiah prophesied that Christ, from the family of David,     
would come to bring spiritual life to the people again.   A Stem of Jesse, (Father of King David).
A ‘Man of Sorrows and Acquainted with Grief.’  VA5
Isaiah 53 vs 3 to 5,        VA                                                               “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.

4 Surely, He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken,                              smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,                           He was bruised for our iniquities:                                                    the chastisement of our peace was upon Him;                               and with His stripes we are healed.”
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Jesus Christ lived out the prophecy                             
     
of Isaiah 53 precisely.                                                                                       He was despised, rejected, wounded, bruised, 
chastised, beaten, oppressed, afflicted.                                      He opened not his mouth to His false accusers,                                and was cut off in death and buried with the wicked. 
Why did He do this?                                                                       It was so that sinners like us could be saved.                          What a Saviour! 
The Gospel to be Preached to Gentiles as Well as Jews.
The Good News of Calvary                                                           
would be taken to the ‘ends of the earth.’ 
“Look unto Me, and be ye saved,                                          
all the ends of the earth:                                                      
for I am God, and there is none else.”                 
23 “I have sworn by Myself, the word is gone                         
out of My mouth in righteousness,                                                  
and shall not return,                                                           
That unto Me every knee shall bow,                                        
every tongue shall swear.”  Isaiah 45v22,23. VA
Matthew 28v19.  VA
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,                                   
baptizing them in the name of the Father,                                     
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

Isaiah even prophesied of things yet to happen!
Isaiah 65.17 and 66.22 predict                                                         
the day that the Saviour will return in judgement.    
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New Heavens and a New Earth.                                                          The Apostle John also was shown a vision of this.                     “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away;                       and there was no more sea.”    Revelation 21v1.
He will destroy this sinful world and create a new one. 
Eternity ushered in.
Are we prepared for His return?                                                           
We ignore the Bible to our eternal Peril.
The Lord Jesus Christ said: “All things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning Me …                              And thus [I had] to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:  And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached ... among all nations.”                                                  Luke 24v44-47.                    VA
Important Lesson for us Today: 
Why should the Bible be trusted? 
The future is unknown and so man has devised his own ways to predict it such as Horoscopes and Chinese fortune cookies. 
These are guesses at best and are so written                         that anyone can read into them their own life events.  
Yet the Bible is unique as it has a proven success record in making detailed and accurate predictions of the future. Many have already come to pass.         
It even sets itself a test (Deuteronomy 18v22); 
“And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken?                                                                                   22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord,    if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the 
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thing which the Lord hath not spoken,                                             but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously.”

So, all short-term prophecies MUST come true if they are from God. 
Daniel’s prophecies accurately predicted the rise and fall of future empires (even the Roman Empire which was unheard of in his day!). 
King David prophesied of Christ and his prophecies were perfectly fulfilled.          
(Read Psalm 22 and 72).  
They have been so accurate that unbelieving cynics have said that the prophecies must have been written after the event; but this was disproved when the Dead Sea Scrolls were found - parchments of Scripture that predated the events the prophets wrote about!
As all shorter-term prophesies have been fulfilled in every detail we can fully trust those yet to be fulfilled.
Will we trust ALL the Word of God and accept that we are sinners in need of Christ, the Saviour?
Will we believe that the Saviour died as our substitute to save us from the guilt of our sin?
