Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in 1 and 2 Kings – Lesson 121
Sin and its Cure
This week – God sees all our sin – our thoughts, our attitudes, and our actions.                    NOTES
Aim – We learn that many people today think that they can get away with anything, just as Ahab and Jezebel did. The Bible is very honest with us.           We have all sinned and come short of the glory of God.                                                                                                 Our lesson today shows us the deceitfulness of sin. That God sees all our sin, and so we all need His forgiveness or we must face His Eternal Judgement.
Introduction. Last week we saw that God ended the drive the drought.                                                                          It was proved that the idol Baal was not a real God. The Lord miraculously sent down fire from above which consumed the soaking wet sacrifice.                              The people recognised that the God of Israel was the one true God.                                                            They shouted, “The Lord He is God.”
However, King Ahab and Jezebel refused to accept this. Today's lesson will show us the evil of their hearts, and the insensitivity of their consciences.
Wounding The Conscience – Naboth’s Vineyard.
Two Opposite Attitudes – One Evil, and One Godly.
Ahab – “My kingdom, and everything in it, is for me.” Ahab was totally selfish and arrogant.
Naboth had a vineyard which was very near to King Ahab’s palace in Samaria.
Ahab looked at it with envy and lusted after it. 
Like a spoilt child. Refusing to eat or talk.
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Greed is selfish and unreasonable.

“I want Naboth’s vineyard.” 1 Kings 21v2.,                               Ahab was selfish, spoilt, and greedy.
We see Ahab’s arrogant attitude to the kingship.

He was very rich and blessed with many possessions.

He probably owned many vineyards.

But he asked Naboth to sell his only vineyard to him.
Naboth answered – “All that I possess is given to me by God; it is not mine to give or sell. 

I must keep it as an inheritance for my family,        and my descendants.” This was God’s Law.
Our present generation has thrown away God’s blessings of the past. 
The destruction of the family, of moral teaching, of integrity, faithfulness, honesty, and unselfishness.

Many Churches have thrown away the Gospel of God’s truth, replacing it with man-made error.

Have you lost the sense of obligation to your Holy Creator God Who has given you your soul?
When did you last thank the Lord for the things He has provided for you. Especially the Gospel.

To fail to thank God is an insult to Him.

Are you influenced by the low standards of the world? Have you adopted these as your own?
Jezebel’s Wicked Scheme –                                                         
She panders to Ahab’s sulking mood.                                    “Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel?                      arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry:                                       I will give you Naboth’s vineyard, leave it with me.”
She planned Naboth’s death so that Ahab could take his vineyard for himself, without payment.
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But the price would be high.

Ahab should have known that Jezibel would commit evil to obtain Naboth’s vineyard.

Ahab was selling himself to sin and eternal judgement. The wages of sin is death!

Jezebel had no conscience and used lies, deceit, and murder to achieve her end. 
Do we tell lies, blame others, and take things from others to satisfy our lustful wants?
Jezibel held a feast and Naboth was invited to it as an honoured guest.
She arranged for false accusers to come                                  and accuse Naboth of blasphemy.                                                               Naboth is taken and stoned to death.     
Jezebel tells Ahab that Naboth is dead, so without any pangs of conscience, he calmly takes Naboth’s vineyard. 
Obviously, Ahab knows that great evil has been committed. But his conscience is not working. 

God brings this to the attention of Elijah                                   and sends him to confront Ahab.

Ahab reveals his guilt to Elijah.                                                 “Hast thou found me O my enemy?” 1 Kings 21v20
Elijah had not said a word, but his presence represented that of the Holy God.

Ahab’s conscience told him that Elijah knew what Jezibel and he had done.

Is your conscience active? How are you responding to it? 

Many try to bury it and fill their time with any thought. But no thought of God.
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But it is impossible to run away from God. 

God is Omnipresent – Everywhere.

God is Omniscient – All knowing and All Seeing.
God’s Justice For Ahab –                                                                 “I will bring evil upon you.” 1 Kings 21v21
Ahab and Jezebel thought they had got away with their evil deeds. But God saw.

Elijah said, “Thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord.” V20
Elijah pronounces God’s judgement on them both.                 1 Kings 21v19-26.
You will both die, and the dogs will lick your blood from the ground.

25 “But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.

26 And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.”

These are enacted – See 1 Kings 22v34-38 for Ahab, and 2 Kings 9v30-39 for Jezebel.
God’s Grace To Ahab - Judgement Delayed 3 Years.

Grace – God’s unmerited mercy and favour.

Ahab showed some remorse, so God graciously postponed His judgement.

Sadly, his sorrow for his sin was short-lived.                             He soon returned to his old evil ways.
God’s Grace To Undeserving Sinners like us.

God has promised to save all who look to the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and Lord. 
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No one deserves this.

The Lord graciously gives us faith,                                                 enabling us to repent and believe.
With our sins forgiven, Christ presents us with His righteousness to The Father. We are accepted.
God’s Final Judgement at the End of Time is Sure and Certain.
God has promised to eternally judge all who reject His kind offer of forgiveness.
On that Great Day of Judgement,                                                          it will be too late to seek forgiveness.
We must acknowledge and expect that due to our pride, selfishness, unkindness, lusts, lies, and rebellious unbelief we are sinners who fully deserve God’s Righteous Judgement. 

May our consciences convict us and take us to the Saviour Who died on Calvary to save us.
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy.”   Psalm 103 v8.
“But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto children's children;                             To such as keep His covenant, and to those that remember His commandments to do them.”                                              (Repentance and Faith)               Psalm 103 vs17,18. 
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Important Thought for us Today: 
One sin always leads to another. 
Sin is ugly and inexcusable. Sin deceives us. 
Today, our permissive society has the attitude that we can do anything we like without consequence;     but God has declared that ‘the wages of sin is death.’ Romans 6v23. 
Sin is the cause of all misery in the world,                           and especially in our own lives. 
Our fallen human nature wants to blame others,                  our circumstances, others around us;                                         even God is blamed by some for the outcome of their evil deeds. 
But God has placed within our souls a conscience, and so we are without excuse because He has set in our conscience His Law of right and wrong. 
The 10 Commandments, God’s Holy Law,                                      are written on our conscience.
When we are sincerely troubled by our sin then God the Holy Spirit is working in our souls to bring us to repentance and faith in the Saviour. 
Do you recognise this as God giving you faith to repent your sin and believe?
Ask God to keep our conscience healthy.
