Bible/College Class Notes – Great Differences – Lesson 109
Great Differences: Lessons from David & Solomon
This week – Two different death experiences – David (eternally saved), and Absalom, his son, (eternally lost).                                                                                                    NOTES                                                                             AIM. To compare the end of an unbeliever, represented here by Absalom, with the end of a believer, represented here by David.    VA
“For Who is God, save the LORD?   And Who is a rock, save our God?”                                 2 Samuel 22v32.

The Difference At The End of Life.                                                 
Background – Absalom Rebels Against His Father. 2 Samuel 11.                                                            Absalom, David’s 3rd son, plotted to become King even before his father died.                                                                            We Note That: -
1. Absalom was Privileged with Many Advantages: 
a. Privileges - Born a wealthy prince - unlike his father who started as a mere shepherd boy.  VA                            Absolom knew that his older brother Solomon was in line to be the next King.                                             He set about to change this by cunning and deceit. He wanted to be King.
b. Handsome – none like him in all Israel, praised for his beauty. 2 Samuel 14v25.                                          Absolom was well liked. He was very vain.                                                                  He did everything to endear the people to him.                                            He sat at the gate of Jerusalem as a judge to hear the people’s problems and help them.                  He told the people that no one else cared.
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c. Much loved by his godly father (who should have been his role model).                                                    David spoilt Absolom. He was too soft with him. He did not correct him or punish him when he sinned.                                                                 Absolom killed his younger brother Ammon.                           Absolom despised his father’s faith and his God. 

How do you react when your parents try to correct you and encourage you in Godly ways?                         Do you resent punishment and correction?                       Do you despise them for their faith and have thoughts against God?     VA
d. Absalom Was Very Cunning,        VA                                 Deceitful, and Rebellious.                                     Feigned to worship God. Insincere.                                                   Went to Hebron and called the people to support him. 
e. Rebellious - Without Gratitude – took full advantage of his privileged position as a prince. VA
f. Unrepentant – welcomed back as a hero rather than disciplined as a sinful rebel who had killed his brother.
g. Used deceit - to steal the hearts of the people from his father.  2 Samuel 15 v1-6.                                                           He sat at the city gate ‘as their friend’.                         Claimed to be more interested in them.
h. Started a Civil War – prepared to kill his own father so that he could be King.  
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Absalom’s Brief Success: -          VA                                                    He Took Over Jerusalem –                                                            David refused to fight Absolom and left Jerusalem, trusting God.                                                                                               Absolom Knew He Had to Kill His Father to Succeed –                             His heart was evil and wicked.   
He Planned a Battle –                                                                           Trusting to his own strength rather than believing in God.
Absalom’s Tragic Death: -              VA                                                                  His sinful vanity killed him!                                                                    His long, uncut hair (his pride and joy)                                               caught in an oak tree as he speedily rode under it.                                                                 Despite David’s order not to harm him,                                                Joab found him hanging by his hair and killed him.                        If Absolom had taken notice of his father                                   and trusted in God, then he would not have died under God’s judgement.
David was Heartbroken – ‘O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee,        O Absalom, my son, my son!’        2 Samuel 18v33.
David Returned by popular request and lived out the rest of his life as King.   

Absalom’s Rebellion and Death Provides a Picture of us when we do not believe: -
1. Our Privileges - Our soul and life are God given;                   He is gracious and full of loving-kindness, ready to forgive; giving many undeserved blessings throughout our life.
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2. The Rebellion of Unbelief –                                                    Do we reject and battle against God’s rule over us?                                                            Do we scoff at His offer of forgiveness, and His warning of judgement, thinking we can sin, and do whatever we like, without serious eternal consequence?
Beware! Life will end. One day Death will come.                                              How will we meet God - as Judge or Saviour?                      We could so easily be like Absolom!       VA                      
In contrast - David’s Death as a Believer.
David. although a sinner, had faith, was repentant and knew God’s cleansing and forgiveness. 

“And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour.” 1 Chronicles 29v28.
Will we, like David, die at peace with God?      VA                      Will we die knowing that our sins are forgiven.              If we are a true believer then God will honour His promise to be our Saviour, and take us into Heaven,                                 God’s Everlasting Kingdom.
The Prophet Ezekiel wrote, “Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die? … For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”        VA     Ezekiel 18v31,32.
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Absolom had broken all of the Lord’s 10 Commandments.                    His total rejection of God broke the first 4 immediately! 
1. Not believing in The One True God.
2. Having No Idols

3. He had no respect for his father, wanted his death, cunningly lied, coveted his kingdom, and wanted to steal his fathers’ crown.                                                          It is easy to see he was a sinner,                                         justly deserving God’s eternal judgement. 

But what of us? Can we avoid God’s Holy Judgment?  We, too, have broken al the 10 Commandments,                                                                    God’s word challenges us to make sure we are right in God’s sight today by ‘Examining ourselves to see if we are in the faith’ (2 Corinthians 13v5).         VA                                                            If Jesus Christ is not yet our Saviour and Lord,                                   if we do not have a repentant heart which has experienced His forgiveness, then we too stand in God’s sight as guilty, commandment breaking, rebels,                                      fully deserving His judgement. 

The Lord Jesus said, “He that is not with Me is against Me.”  Luke 11v23.                                                     There are only two types of people in the world –                          those who rebelliously reject God in unbelief, (either openly as Absalom did or quietly but proudly as Job’s comforters did),                                                                                              and those who sincerely trust and believe in God alone for salvation (as David did).                                                                    We are all naturally born into the first group and need to be ‘born again’ into the second by The Holy Spirit to become a Christian.                                                                                   Have you found the Lord’s forgiveness yet?                                  Seek Him now whist you have life to do so.

