Bible Class Notes – Great Differences – Lesson 106
Great Differences: Lessons from David & Solomon
The Difference Time Makes
Have you ever thought of what the future holds for you?
Let us consider some possibilities:

1. Firstly, you have already lived the first part of your life.

As a child you were totally dependent upon your parents, and protected. But that is moving to the past.
2. Now, as a Teenager you feel that you want Independence. 

Resentful of parental guidance. To make your own choices. 

This is right, BUT this should be a transition, accepting and following guidance from those with more experience.
What is most important to you now?

Is it to enjoy yourself? Maybe not being too concerned in what you do, or how you spend your time.

Some may want to concentrate on their education.

Others may prefer to spend time on games and Social Media. Wasted time.
Some may want to explore the ‘pleasures’ of this world.

Be careful, there is much danger here. 

The world and its attractions are sinful and harmful. 

It will suck you in if you are not careful.
The world will not accept God and His Laws. Rebellious.
Satan says to us, “Hath God Said?”
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3. As a Young Adult – 20-30 you will expect to be independent.

For this you will need a job, income to pay your way.

You may leave home and need somewhere to live.

You may feel that you want a family, your own children.

But what principles will you follow to move ahead in life?
You may feel that you are free to take any course you like to in your life. 
Many say, “I can do as I please, I will take things as they come.”
But there are consequences to face from every decision you make.

4. Middle Age – 30-60 By now you will be reaping the ‘rewards’ of earlier decisions. 
Mistakes will have been made. Sadness experienced.
Regrets will be flooding through your mind.

If only I had done this?
If only I had not done that?

Problems crowd in to overwhelm us. 
Breakdown in relationships. 

Family Feuds, Children who disappoint. 

Job dissatisfaction, Financial problems, Health issues.
5. Old Age 60+ Illness, Poverty, Loneliness, Frustration – missed opportunities. A fear of death. 
What is beyond Death? Is there a God, Heaven?
What a miserable existence!

We must ask, Can these experiences and pitfalls be avoided? Is there a better way? 
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Can I get help and guidance to avoid them? Yes
Today, we are going to see, from the Life of David, the difference it makes by becoming a Christian.

If we don’t we will be wasting our life away.

Rather, by trusting in the LORD and obeying Him our life can become fuller and fuller. I can testify to that.
So, how did David live? 
What standards did he follow?

You remember that as a boy David came to know God personally.

On the hills as he minded the sheep, he saw the mighty creation of God. The majesty of the sky; stars and planets.

He believed what Moses had written about God, 
about His Holiness, Love and Justice. 
He learnt from Genesis that Adam had sinned, 
that God had promised a Saviour to come.

One to take away the sin of His People. 

11 Psalms clearly speak of a Saviour to come.
As a young boy (about your age) he was convicted of his need of the forgiveness of God for his sin. 
He prayerfully sought it and found it.
David had a strong faith in God’s almighty Sovereign power.
Remember his absolute faith in God when he rose to the challenge of giant Goliath, how he went to fight him with his sling and a stone. He WON - The Lord was on his side.
Our lesson today takes us through the next phase of David’s life.
We see that David is Blessed By God During His Middle Age.
His Years as King.
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1. David Waited for God’s Timing of Saul’s Death. 
David did not rejoice over Saul and Jonathan’s death in battle. 2 Samuel 1v17-27. Rather, he lamented their death.
At the age of 30 David Was Crowned King. VA
David patiently sought the Lord’s guidance. 
The men of Judah anointed him King. 
Seven and a half years later Israel acknowledged him as their King.
As a believer David believed and accepted that all his affairs were overruled by the Lord.

If WE are a believer WE TOO must believe and accept that all our affairs are overruled by the Lord.
We must patiently await His time.
David recognised his duty before God was to do the right things.

David loved God’s Word.

O how love I Thy law! it is my meditation all the day. Psalm 119v97

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee. Psalm 119v11

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalm 119v105
2. David Establishes Jerusalem (Zion) as His Capital City. 2 Samuel 5             VA
David stopped the civil war between Israel and Judah, making them one nation, bringing peace between them.
The peace of God was in his heart.
Jerusalem’s walls were built. 
The Ark of The Lord was brought to Jerusalem with great celebration to the spot where Abraham had offered Isaac 500 years earlier.
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David re-established Worship of the One True God. 
Following 10 Commandments:
Recognition of One God; Holy. Loving – No other gods.

David made provision for the upkeep of the priests, appointing their tasks.
David, following the 10 Commandments, knew right from wrong, and administered judgement and justice to all the people. 2 Samuel 8v15
Zion is a picture of Heaven – where Jesus Christ is.         He rules in His Peoples’ hearts now, and eternally.
Unbelievers do not have this peace and joy. 
So now is the time to become a Citizen of Heaven.
To seek the Lord as your Saviour. 
To follow in David’s footsteps.
3. David, Under God’s Blessing, Extends His Kingdom. 2 Samuel 5v10              VA
It grew from the River Euphrates south to Egypt.
ADD Areas to map (6,000 square miles to 60,000).
The waring enemies of Israel were subdued by David. He completed Joshua’s unfinished work. Peace now reigned.
We draw from this that the Lord will help the Christian to have the victory over sin in their hearts - pride, dishonesty, unkindness, hatred, greed, selfishness.
Do you have this victory? Is Jesus Christ your Saviour?
4. God Makes Great Promises to David - Rewarding His Faithfulness.      VA
Whatever situation David was in:

surrounded by enemies; 
in the thick of battle; 
or enjoying victory and success; 
God protected and rewarded him. 
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David continually expressed one great wish – 
to always live close to the Lord:
“One  thing  have I desired of the  Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple.” Psalm 27v4
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.”    Psalm 23v6
David had a sure and certain hope that his sins were forgiven and that his soul would enter Eternal Heaven.
It was David’s great desire to build a permanent Temple for the Lord, planning it in detail and collecting the materials to build it. 
But God said, “No, David, you are a man of war, … your son Solomon will build it.” 1 Chronicles 28v3
The Lord promised David, “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.” 2 Sam 7v16
This is a clear prophetic promise that the Lord Jesus Christ would, one day, be born into his family and that Christ would be the King of Kings, for ever.
What a privilege and honour it is, when the Lord gives us faith, answering our repentant prayer, giving us the assurance that our sins are completely forgiven, and granting us everlasting life.
David said to Solomon, his son, “… if thou seek Him, He will be found of thee; but if thou forsake Him, He will cast thee off for ever.”                                                      1 Chronicles 28v9
Very solemn words.
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Can I have the same experience today as David did?    Yes, you can. 
You remember that David came to know the Lord as his Saviour as a young boy. He demonstrated his strong faith in the LORD when he killed Goliath, and he showed patience as he waited for God’s timing before he was crowned king. We only have to read the Psalms he wrote to get an understanding of his strong trust in God – His Word of Truth, Psalm 119; his confidence in God as the Rock of his Salvation, Psalms 40, 61; his own need of forgiveness, Psalm 51; his recognition of God’s faithfulness, Psalm 89; his anticipation of Christ on calvary, Psalm 34; his trust in the LORD’s tender care as his Shepherd, and his expectation of Heaven, Psalm 23; his Rock & Fortress Psalm 18.
God has not changed, and He never will.                     David had to believe that Jesus Christ would come to die on Calvary for him.   
We have all the benefit of New Testament truth that He has come, how He died to save, rose again, and ascended back into Heaven.                                                                                                                                           He has promised to come at the end of time in Judgement.
Seek Him today and be blessed as David was.
