Bible/College  Class Notes – Studies in Mark’s Gospel – Lesson 99
Gains and Losses In Following Jesus
This week – The Lord Jesus teaches that only one type of heart will gain and receive the Gospel. NOTES                                                                               AIM - to help us discern our true position before the Lord from the descriptions of the four types of soil that He speaks of in this parable.                                                                                  We will note that the seed is sown, the Gospel truth, but there is only one type of soil which receives the seed to bring forth the fruits of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                 Which type of soil describes our heart?     VA
He (The Lord Jesus), said,                                                    “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”  Mark 4v9.

Profit (Gain) or Loss? – The Parable of The Sower.
The Lord Challenges Us in this Parable                                         – What is our Response to His Call to Repent?
Let us study this parable and notice that it perfectly pictures the human heart in its response to God.               It will remind us of the points we have learnt in the lessons of previous weeks.                                            Although you may be very familiar with this Parable,    I want you to listen carefully because there are deep spiritual truths coming from it and it is especially relevant to young people like you, today.
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Jesus speaks of the good seed falling on four different types of ground: -
1. The Well-trodden Path – The seed is exposed and quickly eaten by birds before any germination takes place. No roots grow.          VA                       The birds represent Satan who quickly takes away the words of the gospel.                                          The well-trodden path represents those of us who hear the message, but no attempt is taken to concentrate properly or to seek to understand it. There is no serious thought about the Saviour, and immediately after hearing, all is forgotten.                  This is the main thoroughfare of the world, along which those move who follow their own ways, fashions and selfish sinful, pleasures.                            Sadly, Satan has found no difficulty in snatching the Word of the Gospel Truth from them, just as the birds snatched the seed from the pathway.    We would describe this type of heart as a hard, worldly heart.                                                                            I hope but this does not describe your heart.   VA    We must point out that to disregard the Lord God and His offer of forgiveness will bring us to His judgement and condemnation at the end of life.                                                                          The seed does not germinate and therefore cannot bring forth fruit unto salvation. This way is total loss and can provide no gain for our soul.
2. The Stoney Ground – This has some soil but it is very shallow because it has too many stones which stop substantial root growth.    VA
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There is some growth on receiving the seed of the Gospel. It may be received with enthusiasm.                                                                             
The soil is so thin and the stones so many that the roots cannot establish firm growth.                                         The soil dries up quickly in the hot sun denying the seed roots of the moisture they need.
The stones, permeating the soil, represent all the opposition which we can face.            VA                               Ridicule from Teachers at school. Evolution.                                  Ridicule from friends and sometimes family.                  Laughed at. Made fun of. Seen as being silly.                                                                      The Media and TV repeatedly say , “There is no God.”  Faith in God is ridiculed.                                                Even we have many bad laws which encourage evil.                                                                                                                                                          

If we allow any of these to stifle our interest in God’s Way of Salvation then His Gospel Truth (The Seed),  will not grow to produce fruit of repentance.                  Initial growth will wither and die.              VA                                      The Truth will be lost on us.                                          Some hear and come with head knowledge only,                  but this is all. No sincere conviction of the heart.                    No feeling of shame for their sin.                                   No belief that the LJC died on the cross taking punishment for their sin.                                                 Finding it easy to prefer to stay away from church to attend a party or disco, to play or watch football.
We will have to face the Judgement in the Last Day without a Saviour.                VA
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3. The Thorny Ground – Too much competition from thorns and weeds. 
The thorns and weeds represent the cares and troubles of life which can come our way.              VA                      This soil appears to be deep, but all the goodness is used up in growing the thorns and thistles.                     This soil represents the heart which, at first, shows interest in the Gospel, but there is no separation from the world and its’ sinful ways.                                              There is no true repentance. No real conversion.   VA          There is a continuing desire to mix attendance at church with all the sinful  ‘pleasures’ of this world.     Even good things like our education can become more important to us than our God.                                          As will possessions, a large house, an expensive car.                                        God says to us, “Be ye Holy, for I am Holy.”        VA       Sadly, we do not want this.                                         Eventually, the world, like the thorns and thistles,    will overcome us and we will stop attending church.                   There are many adults alive today who once went to church, starting at Sunday School/Bible Class, who now enjoy many of the sinful pleasures.                    Some even claim to be Atheists.                                   The Gospel has been choked out of them.
We will have to face the Judgement in the Last Day without a Saviour.                                       VA
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4. The Good Ground – Well prepared soil,                            right for germination and healthy growth.
“But other (seed) fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold,              some thirtyfold.”                                    Matthew 13v5.
“But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it;       VA           which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” Matthew 13v23.
The Disciples Hear but Ask the Lord to Explain the Spiritual Meaning: -                     VA
The Sower is Himself - or anyone who teaches the only way of forgiveness.

The Good Seed is The Word of God, The Gospel -                  The Lord invites us to hear the Good News and respond in repentance and faith.                 VA                               Simply put, He died on the Cross to take the punishment for our sin so that we can be forgiven              and saved for ever; to live for Him now,                                        and to enjoy Him throughout eternity.

The Path – Represents the heart that ‘hears’ but Satan quickly plucks the seed away like a bird, so that there is no time for the truth to move the conscience.                   This is the heart of the majority of people who have hard hearts which never seriously ‘take in’ the Gospel of God’s forgiveness.                VA
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The Stoney Ground – At first the Gospel truth is gladly received and the conscience moved.                                But when troubles come the truth shrivels up and dies.           This was merely head knowledge, not a sincere heart experience.
The Thorny Ground – The Gospel seed takes root but the interests of this world crowd in and soon take over. A worldly ‘Christian’ is not a true one.
The Good Ground – This heart, having been prepared by the Holy Spirit to become ‘good ground’, hears the truth, sincerely receives it, and so brings forth the spiritual fruit of true repentance, faith, and obedience. 

The heart that hears and responds spiritually,                          in repentance and faith, gains eternal salvation. 
True Christians, however young, put the Lord first    VA            in everything and are not easily overpowered when difficulties arise. The Lord has promised to keep them.                                                       They are not tempted by the sinful attractions                            of this world but strive to live obediently                                      so as to bring honour to their Saviour’s name.                                                  Their lives bring forth Christian fruit.                            Faith, obedience, worship, prayer, service, etc.
We must ask ourselves,                                 VA                          “Which type of ground describes my heart?”

Only the last type brings us salvation and eternal peace with God.
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Pray for the Holy Spirit to prepare your heart to be the ‘good ground’. 
The Lord Jesus said, ”And these are they which are sown on ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.”           

Mark 4v9.
Important Thought for us Today: 
Do we hear and respond? 
We so often hear instructions and either don’t understand them or prefer to go our own way. 
The disciples heard the parable but did not understand so they wisely asked the Lord to explain. 
We too must ask God the Holy Spirit to quicken to life our spiritual hearing so that we respond to the Word of God with understanding - to bring us to repentance and belief. (Romans 10v17). 
Coming to Bible Class and Church, hearing the Gospel, reading our Bibles, and even feeling the guilt of our sins are all good - but if we do not respond with faith and repentance, trusting that Jesus Christ alone can save us, then we are in a very dangerous place.  
Great open sins ruin a soul but so too does hearing without believing, listening without repentance,    being convicted of our guilt without trusting only the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We all shall be judged according to how we have responded to the Gospel.  To hear of the way of salvation and yet neglect it, is one of the worst sins we can commit.                              (John 16v7-11) 
Come to the Saviour now.
