Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in Mark’s Gospel – Lesson 93
Gains and Losses In Following Jesus
This week – John The Baptist announces the coming of The Lord Jesus Christ.                                  NOTES

Aim – To learn of the significance of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Saviour as foretold on the OT. 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”  Mark 1v3.

John The Baptist Points The Way To The Saviour.
Careful Preparation for a Very Important Visitor.
An Important visitor coming? 
Every effort is put into the preparation to make sure all is clean and tidy 
and all who need to know are ready to welcome them.
When a Ruler travelled years ago servants went ahead preparing the welcome, making sure the road was smooth and straight – no potholes or sharp corners.
John the Baptist was the one who prepared the way for the world’s greatest visitor, 
the promised Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ? 
A Promised Saviour is Coming - Promised throughout the OT The first promise of a Saviour to come was in Genesis after Adam had sinned in direct disobedience to God’s commands.             Genesis 3v15.                                                                                         “I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed (Jesus Christ); it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
A Messenger was Promised.

John was promised and sent by God to prepare people for the start of The Saviour’s ministry. 
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See Luke 1 for John’s birth. He was born just 6 months before the birth of Jesus Christ.                                   His father Zacharias was a priest who served at Jerusalem's temple. His mother Elizabeth, related to Jesus' mother Mary, was of the daughters of Aaron.
The Angel told Zacharias                                                         “For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord,                        and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink;                          and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost,                                even from his mother's womb.                                                                            16 And many of the children of Israel                                          shall He turn to the Lord their God.                                                                                       17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, (Elijah) to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Isaiah 40v4,5 tells us of John The Baptist.                                       “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness,  Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.                                                Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:                                  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,                and all flesh shall see it together:                                          for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
They recognised John The Baptist as he came from the wilderness as Christ’s Messenger – His forerunner.

We read in Mark 1v6,7.                                              John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey;
                                            3

John did not preach – Prepare a palace for the King,  nor to hang out flags and banners.
We know that Christ would come humbly,                       born to poor parents in a stable and laid in a manger.                                       Yet He has the title “Sun of Righteousness”,                            He would shine in people’s hearts in order to show the dirt of sin and bring conviction of soul. 

John came to Prepare the People for the Saviour.       He preached, saying, “There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.”
John came exactly as Isaiah had prophesised, 
from the wilderness preaching
‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight’. Mark 1v3.
Many Heard John’s Message and Prepared themselves for The Saviour. Including Peter and John.
What was his message?

It was a message aimed at their hearts,                        their souls, through conviction of sin.

It was to call the people to repent and believe. 

The Saviour promised in the OT is coming.
He, whose coming had been long awaited by faithful Jews.
Their hearts needed to have all obstacles of unbelief removed (made straight) 
so they could recognise their sin before a Holy God.

They needed to repent and believe in the Saviour.

The Lord Jesus later said,                                                                “I Am The Way, The Truth, and The Life, no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.”  John 14v6.
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The Lord looks for the same response in us. 

All obstacles of unbelief need to be removed.                  Our pride, selfishness, covetousness, lies, lust, etc.
They: -
1. Recognised John as the Messenger of Christ.

2. Repented. Acknowledging their sin of pride, dishonesty, lies, lust, selfishness, hypocrisy, etc.        Determined not to continue in it.
3. Were Baptised. 
Publicly showing their repentance towards God.

4. Looked for The Saviour in faith. 
The One Who would die on Calvary to save them. Repentance and Baptism could not save them.               We are saved only by Christ because died to take the punishment that we rightly deserve.
The Lord Jesus arrives on the scene and meets John. He humbly allowed Himself to be Baptised by John.
Philippians 2v6-11.

“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,            of things in heaven, and things in earth,                                                    and things under the earth;
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
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The Lord Jesus Showed His: -
1. Obedience. Jesus was willing to obey every law and commandment of God. Even to be Baptised.
2. Kindness. He, Who knew no sin                                           and did not need to repent, was baptised                                                       along with others who, being guilty sinners, 
needed His forgiveness.                                                     He identified Himself with sinners. Even us.
3. Divinity. John did not realise Who Jesus was until He, the promised Messiah, came up out of the water and he heard the Voice from Heaven saying,                                                                       “Thou art My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased”. (Mark 1v11, John 1v29-34)
4. Readiness to Die at Calvary. The Lord’s love for lost sinners was so great that He became obedient, even to the death of the Cross. 
Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross 
between two thieves, 
jeered at by the crowds, 
and bearing the shame of all His People’s sins, 
the King of Glory suffered in agony 
– all because He loved us so.
Hebrews 2v2.

“Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

A Message to Each of Us.

Are we prepared to meet the Lord Jesus Christ? 

The Lord will return again soon to judge each one of us. 
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If we are judged on our own merit, then we
will be found guilty of breaking God’s Holy Law.
Full of sin and sent away from God’s presence for eternity. 
Let us be judged on the merit of The Saviour.                              He died to save us and give us His righteousness.
We must recognise our sinfulness with shame and sorrow. We must repent our sin.                                                                                       We must look to the Saviour Who gave Himself on Calvary that we may be washed clean of sin’s guilt                   and be pardoned. At peace and reconciled to God.
Important Thought for us Today: 
The Biblical Teaching on Baptism.

Conversion is the inward work of God The Holy Spirit, 
which gives a new heart and faith in Jesus Christ. 
This gift of Faith is the New Birth which empowers a person to respond to the conviction of sin bringing them into a state of sincere repentance.

Only those who come this way are true believers.

Baptism is the outward act that declares that this inward spiritual experience has happened in a person’s heart. 
Only those who have a clear testimony of faith in Jesus Christ and are living in obedience to Him, should obey His command to be baptised (therefore excluding babies and the very young, who cannot yet repent and believe.) 

Biblical Baptism, as practiced at EDT, 
is being totally immersed into water. This gives the graphic picture of the Saviour dying and rising again to save. 
Baptism, in and of itself, has no saving power.

Baptism publicly proclaims to all who see the person’s obedience, forgiveness of sin, their new life, and personal identification with Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and Lord.  
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It both helps assure them of their faith in Christ as their Saviour and places the glory of the Gospel and evangelism at the forefront of the church’s work. 

Baptism also helps makes clear who should be accepted into Church Membership.                                                           EDT is a Baptist Church.

A candidate should be: - 

At least 18, 

have a clear and credible testimony of their personal relationship with God, 

evidence of a change in their lives, 

attendance at services 

and a zeal to serve the Lord 

and witness to His Saving Grace. 

Acts 1v5

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.
