 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Word of God – Lesson 148
The Word Under Attach – Jeremiah the Prophet.
This week – We learn that naturally; our hearts are so sinful that our own thoughts deceive us           NOTES                                                                                                    AIM - To consider the importance and 	trustworthiness of God's word                                        	even in times of great opposition                                   	and to urge you to take its message to heart.
“The heart is deceitful above all things,                                 and desperately wicked: who can know it?”                            Jeremiah 17v9.
The Word Under Attack –     VA                                                Jeremiah God’s Prophet Attacked.

The Sun – An inextinguishable Light.    VA                                     	 The source of all our light.
Imagine trying to black out the light of the sun.        To turn it off. Throughout history people have tried by various means to blackout and high God's word. But such plans are always doomed to failure.         The Bible and its message has been despised, ridicule, forbidden, burned, and even kept in a clerical language so that most people cannot read                      or understand it.                                                                            Those who have believed it have been imprisoned, stoned, put in labour camps and persecuted in many cruel ways.                                                                   However, the light of God's Word,                                             	like the sun shines just as brightly.                                               
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“For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. “         Matthew 5v18.  VA                                                                              In today's lesson we will see the futile efforts made 	to smother the light of God's Word                                 	in the days of Jeremiah.

Introduction
100 years after the warming’s pf Isaiah, 
	Jeremiah warns Judah of God’s Judgement.
God’s Love and Mercy Refused.                                                                         For over 1,000 years, from the calling of Abraham,                        	God had lovingly led the people                                                               	into the Promised Land of Canaan.                                   More recently the deliverance of Jerusalem                              	when Hezekiah prayed.                           
God had faithfully warned them                                  	through His Prophets.                                                           But the majority desired to worship pagan idols.
God’s Warning Ignored.                                                             Jeremiah, a young man, was sent with God’s message                                           	calling them to repentance.                                                              He warned that Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon                                     	would be allowed to take them captive,                                     	and spoil the Temple.                                                               But, they refused to believe this. 
Jeremiah faithfully reasoned –                                                                         	‘Why have you rejected the Lord for pagan idols?’                       Repeatedly in many chapters , Jerimiah said,                                    	 “The Lord has spoken to me”                                       	 “Thus saith The Lord.”
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Jeremiah said they were                                                                   	like people who preferred polluted water.                                 “For My people have committed two evils;                            they have forsaken Me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns,                         that can hold no water.” Jer 2v13.    VA                     
Jerimiah reminds the people of the power of the                      One, True, God., compared to their man-made idols.       “Ah Lord God! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and stretched out Thine arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee.           Jerimiah 32v17.
Attacked By Violent Force –            VA  -             
God’s Servant Jeremiah was Tortured.                                               	The people were angry with him.                              Inwardly they were convicted                                                      	but they did not like what he was saying to them.
Jeremiah was struck in the face,                        	 	placed in stocks and ridiculed.           VA Stocks                                         “Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the prophet                                	and put him in the stocks.” 	   Jerimiah 20v2.
The priests campaigned for his death,                                     “Then spake the priests and the prophets                           	unto the princes and to all the people, saying, 	This man is worthy to die.”  Jerimiah 26v16
Attacked By Deceit –                      VA  -                                                                   Attacked By Scorn and Derision –  VA  -                                            
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The Princes cast Jerimiah into the dungeon.                                      “Then took they Jeremiah, and cast him into the dungeon … and they let down Jeremiah with cords. And in the dungeon, there was no water, but mire:  so, Jeremiah sunk in the mire.”                 VA Dungeon
Jeremiah dictates God's warning to Baruch                             	who writes them on a scroll.              VA Scroll                                           This scroll is read to the people and to the princes 	and finally to King Jehoiakim.
The Penknife, and Fire.             VA Penknife, and Fire                                                                          “And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.”               Jerimiah 36v23.    VA
What do you think God’s attitude was to those who burnt Jerimiah’s message?        Holy Anger                                 His attitude to those burned the translated Bibles in Tyndale’s day?                                                                         His attitude towards us if we leave our Bibles closed.  Surely, as good as burning them!
Jeremiah dictates the words again to Baruch.       Jerimiah is released from prison                                             	by a Gentile believer Ebedmelech.  VA Rescue
God’s Word and His Messengers                                                     	have been Opposed Since Christ’s Time.                                          
Many became Martyrs, losing their lives.                                  
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William Tyndale (1494-1536).            VA                                         	 Executed for translating the Bible into English.                  October 15th 1555 – Hugh Latimer, Nicholas Ridley, and Thomas Cramner were burnt at the stake in Oxford for their rejection of RC Teaching.
Today – Christians in Nigeria, North Korea,                 	China, etc. are in prison or killed.                                                                It is estimated that 100,000 Christians                                   	have been martyred in recent years.
Even in Our Country Today.                                                                The Media and Schools ridicule and discredit the Bible                    	as being outdated, and irrelevant.                                     The ‘Theory of Evolution’ is promoted as fact.                       	“No God”. All by chance.
False Religions are Promoted –                                                	They say, ‘All ways lead to God.’                              Our King has visited the Pope and prayed with him and has shown support for the LGBT Movement.      He visited a Hindu group recently.      VA                          What is God’s attitude to this> Holy Anger,
Ecumenicalism - Many Religions joining together,           	yet they all reject the Bible.
Beware, many so called ‘Christian Churches’,                           	do not preach the true, Biblical, Gospel.
Jeremiah, freed from dungeon by Ebedmelech -       	His Word’s Come True.
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He warns King Zedekiah again – Nebuchadnezzar’s 	Babylonian army overruns Jerusalem,                            Zedekiah is blinded, and many others taken to 	Babylon as captives.
Beware, all kinds of evil and suffering have overcome the world – It is God’s warning to us.                                         He has promised to come again in Judgement.
Jeremiah’s Message Of Hope –                                        	A Branch of Righteousness To Come.                                     A Saviour, The Lord Jesus Christ.                                   	Whose Kingdom will last for ever. Jer 33v15.
A New and Better Covenant (Agreement) Written in the hearts of individual believers who would repent, believe, and know the Lord as Saviour. Jer 31v31-24.
A Message to Faithful Ebedmelech –                                        	God will keep you safe. Jerimiah 39v18.
Will you come to the Saviour today, and stand faithfully for Him and His truth?                                               Even though the vast majority around us will ridicule us as they reject God and His Word. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212814330]Jeremiah said, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, (God’s ways), and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.’                                                                                                   Jeremiah 6v16.    VA
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Important Lesson for us Today:                                                               The sun, the centre of our solar system                                           	is a massive, inextinguishable light. 
The source of all our light,                                                	used by God to sustain life on earth. 
Imagine trying to turn the sun’s light off! 
Trying to bring darkness at mid-day! Impossible. 
Throughout history people have tried, by various means,               	to black out and hide God’s Word from the people. 
But such plans are doomed to failure. 
The Bible and its’ truth have been despised, ridiculed,                     	and forbidden (even burnt), by those who hate God. 
Those who have believed it, translated it, and preached it, 	have been stoned, imprisoned, (some in cruel Labour 	Camps), and treated most cruelly. 
However, the light of God’s Word (His truth), has,                           	like the sun, continued to shine brightly. 
Our lesson today describes the futile efforts made to 	smother the light of God’s Word by King Zedekiah               	in the days of Jeremiah. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212814481]God’s Word is established for ever. 
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: 
	but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”
Isaiah 40v8.      VA
It will always shine the truth to us.

