 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies on The Word of God – Lesson 147
The Word Rediscovered - Josiah’s love for God’s Word
This week – We learn how a true Christian will daily value and find joy in God’s                           NOTES
Aim. To open your eyes to the fact with its scorn of that our modern atheistic society, morality has much -in common with the 7th century BC.                                                 You will see how king Josiah sought the Lord at an early age and fought evil.                                           We will remind ourselves that the way back to God 
begins at the cross of Calvary where we seek 
forgiveness of our sin.   VA
“In the eighth year of Josiah’s reign, while he was yet young (16), he began to seek after the God of his father.”   2 Chronicles 34v3.    VA
Torchlight. Needed as we search for lost things                          
in a dark place.  VA Picture                                 The Word of God is a Light unto our path.                                 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” John 8v12 

Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world,                         
that whosoever believeth on Me                           
should not abide in darkness.” John 12v46. VA
Introduction. Let us remind ourselves how the people 
of Israel and Judah were constantly                  
attracted to the immoral gods                                                
of all the nations around them.                                                                                                           They had experienced a period of godliness                          
under good king Hezekiah,                                       
but once he was dead they had quickly                        
returned to the worship of Baal.              VA                   
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This happened under Manasseh,                                        
and also under his son Amon.
The Word Rediscovered – 

Josiah’s Love for God’s Word. 
Background to today’s lesson.
On the death of Manasseh, 

the people immediately rejected his reforms. 
When 8-year-old Josiah became King. VA Age 8                                      
God was forgotten and Baal worshipped.       
Young Josiah Seeks the Lord at 16.   VA Age 16
After 8 years of rule Josiah saw the evil consequences                 
on Judah’s society in rejecting God and so                     “began to seek after the God of David his father.”






2 Chronicles 34v3.
Will we remember our Creator                                                       
in the days of our youth?   VA
Josiah Stands for the Lord Despite his Youth.
Not an easy or popular step for such a young King.              
To stand against his nation’s sinful pleasures 

and to encourage them to seek the Lord. 
VA Josiah Fought Against Evil
Yet his trust in his God to help him was rewarded 

and true belief in God returned to the land.                     


Will we bravely stand for the Lord like other 

young Christians?                                                          e.g. David, Samuel, Josiah, Daniel, Timothy.
Josiah, now 26, and the People Rediscover the Bible!
The Books of Moses – Genesis to Deuteronomy.  VA

A wonderful blessing.                                                                       When the people demonstrated true sorrow for their sin and a desire to change, they found the lost copy of God’s Law!     
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The Lord will help us discover much from the Bible if we are truly sorry for our sins and we read it prayerfully.
Josiah and the People Find God’s                                          
Mercy and Forgiveness.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.£    1 John 1v9.     VA                                 Have you found God’s forgiveness yet?
Josiah trembled as he read the Bible 

VA Judgement and Salvation

He saw that the Passover (which pictured how the Lord 

will “pass over” our sins if we trust only in the death 
and salvation of Christ),


had been forgotten and neglected.                                   
VA They Kept The Passover.
True repentance was given                                    
on acknowledging their sin against the Lord.
A solemn vow was made to keep the Passover annually thereafter.   VA Passover
Overwhelming love and joy was known when they experienced the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness as they fulfilled the keeping of the Passover precisely.
Judgement was removed 

and Judah knew great blessing in Josiah’s reign.
The same God is willing to pardon and forgive us too! It is Christ that saves, not us!

Josiah Dies Unexpectedly Young at 39. VA Age 39
If Josiah had postponed his search or stand for the Lord 
until he was older, what opportunities he would have 
missed to influence Judah for good!
Seek the Lord today and stand for Him                                                               
as death can come suddenly and unexpectedly.
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Josiah’s Campaign Against Evil. VA
Today, there is a surge of Atheism with its campaign                      against morality. But this is nothing new.                             These chapters from the Old Testament                                   
show how similar the moral climate was                        
in Judah.                                                                              The evils which confronted Josiah                                                 
have a very familiar ring about them.                                                     Practises which he outlawed as evil and barbaric                    
are now back.                                                          In 2 kings 23 we read of:                                                               a. The worship of Baal verse 4.                                                      
The people of Judah gathered at the high places 
where they indulged in the fertility rights of 
Baal worshippers.                                             Today there is much immorality in our land.       
Immoral films, explicit TV programmes,                      
videos, and the web.
Our lustful senses can be stirred up by erotic music and our senses dulled by flashing lights and drugs.
God is holy and is set against all of these.                              Experimenting with these                                                       
will bring serious harm to our souls.                          b. The worship of the sun, moon, planets, and the hosts of heaven V5.                                                                    Josiah subjects had abandoned the serious and rational worship of the God of the Bible,                          
the Maker of the heavens                                                       
and the giver of their  living souls.                                  They went outdoors to worship non-existent ‘gods’                           with a superstitious fervour.                                                               We can draw parallels with our society today.                                You will be familiar with the emphasis on environmental issues and New Age propaganda. 
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Although it is right that the human race should take 
good care of the environment,                                        
this worthy aim is ruined by people                                
who think the earth is part of God.                                                              But He Who made us and the earth is above us.                                                                                                         May we warn you to watch out for this brand                         
of ‘green’ and ‘ecology’ teaching.                                                They do not mention the Creator God Himself.                       This new cult also promotes a return to astrology, 
even among educated people,                                       
including a recent president of the USA.                                                     Once people turn away from worshipping                             
the One True God, The God of The Bible,                
they soon plunge into superstition and occult 
thinking - that the earth is part of God.                                                                              They are trying to lure people into thinking that                     
the universe is God and that we are God too!                They do not believe in the real God,                                        
The God of The Bible              
c. We will see how Josiah broke down the houses              
of the evil sodomites which were near to the                          
House of the Lord V7.                                                                                           We have a duty before God to warn you                               
that the behaviour of homosexuality is 
        
inexcusable and sinful in the sight of God.                        It is condemned in the Bible.                                        
Leviticus 18v22,                                                                
“Thou shalt not lie with mankind,                                       
as with womankind:                                           
it is abomination.”

Romans 1v26 to 27. "For this cause God gave them 
up unto vile affections: for even their women 
did change the natural use into                               
that which is against nature:
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27 And likewise also the men,                                                     
leaving the natural use of the woman,                         
burned in their lust one toward another;                                                  
men with men working that which is unseemly, 
and receiving in themselves that recompense    
of their error which was meet.”
The Lord Jesus Christ’s promise to us is, “… all who heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.”                                                                                              Matthew 7:24. 
Important Lesson for us Today: 
Have we discovered treasure in God’s Word?            God’s word is a treasure trove of wisdom and help; 

but our eternal souls can only benefit from it 

if we daily read and pray over it. 
Yet, to those who have no living relationship with Him, God’s Word can often seem dull, dry and unattractive.              
Josiah’s seeking the Lord for himself at 16 

and knowing forgiveness, 

and mercy as an undeserving sinner, 

made God’s word come alive and sparkle 

with meaning and depth.  
It became his essential daily duty to set aside time to read God’s word, bringing him in a closer relationship with his Lord, so that he could not easily skip doing it and neither could he read the words hurriedly without thought or care.        

He prayed as he read that the Lord would show him how he could live each day close to Him. 
The Lord rewarded him with praise in the Bible for obeying His Words! 

Will we be so commended and helped by the Lord? May our prayer be 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy law.” (Psalm 119v18).  

