Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in the Book of Acts – Lesson 117
Early Reactions to the Apostles’ Message
This week – The Gospel (the good news of salvation) is for people of all nations                              NOTES                                                                                             Aim - To give special help to those of you who may be seeking the Lord as your Saviour, but you cannot be sure that you have found him yet. 
We learn from today's lesson that the Gospel was to be preached to people of all nations, all languages, and all cultures - not just the Jews.
“God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness,                is accepted with Him.” Acts 10v34-35.   VA
A Gentile Seeker - Cornelius, a Roman Centurion.
You may be surprised to learn that, in this 21st century, you can be compared with some important aspects of Cornelius the Roman army officer of the 1st century.

We note that he had come to believe and respect the 
God of the Bible and some of you may also 
respect the God of the Bible and His truth.

You may be taking very seriously the things 

that you hear in Bible Class and in Church. 
This lesson teaches us that fearing the Lord 

and even repenting of sin 

is not the same as being certainly saved. 

May we encourage you, as young seekers, 

to listen carefully and never to rest content 

until you have experienced for yourselves 

the new birth and forgiveness of your sin.
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Today we note another earnest seeker 

like the Ethiopian Nobleman last week, 

who responded to the Gospel Call 

of the Lord Jesus Christ.    VA Cornelious
1. He Feared God.      VA

Reverent and Sincere Respect.                          This Roman army officer was successful           
and wealthy, resplendent in his uniform,          
and possessing considerable authority. 
He had a real concern please the one true God, having already turned away from believing in numerous Roman gods and goddesses. 
He was convinced that the God of the Bible, 
worshipped by the Jewish people                   
in whose country he had been posted, 

was the only true God.
2. He was in earnest.      VA                                                                     We note that Cornelius not only believed                         
what he read in the Bible,                         

 but he also prayed regularly                                  
 and gave many gifts of money                                  
 to the local needy Jewish people.                          He was not a hypocrite,                                         
or one just seeking popularity.                                                                                   He was sincerely and genuinely concerned                                   
about helping them.                                                                                            We live in a society today where so many 

are insincere, grabbing and greedy.                                                        So, we appreciate the test for genuineness 
that Cornelius passed.                                                                          Are you willing to show your desire for God and his truth by your conduct, by turning away from selfish ways and showing kindness                and concern to others?
                                        3
3. He knew that this was not enough.  VA 
When, to his surprise an Angel appeared to him in a vision, he was ready to obey the heavenly instructions, and to send for Peter. 
His obedience demonstrated that he was ready to hear and learn more about the way to God. 
He still needed to know that his sins were forgiven and that he was accepted by the Lord.
We note that His way of living and his good works were not enough to save him                                      but showed his readiness to respond to                    call of the Gospel.
4. He was humble.  VA                                                              I want you to appreciate what an extraordinary event is described here -   a rich and powerful senior Roman officer now calls together his friends and family to take advice from a working-class Jew, Peter, an ex- fisherman, who had received no great education.                     Cornelius not only welcomed Peter into his villa              but fell down at his feet and worshipped him.                                             Peter had to help him up,                                              
assuring the Roman that                               
he too was just an ordinary man,                                         
and that only God should be worshipped.
Soon Peter was ushered into a large room where he found many people gathered to hear him.                                                                                     We are reminded that, however clever                          and successful people may be in secular life,                   they must be ready to humble themselves                before God if they are to receive His gift                            of forgiveness of sin, salvation and eternal life.
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Are you also ready to acknowledge that, whereas you may be confident and successful                                                  
at school, you have no hope of finding God                                                                                          
as your Saviour unless you depend wholly                     
on His word of truth                                                        
which shows us the way to heaven?
5. He Listened to Peter.     VA
God had convinced Peter that the Gospel,

is for both Jew and Gentile!
Peter had been brought up a Jew and wrongly taught 

that God would not bless or save Gentiles                           
(non-Jews). 
Therefore, contact between Jews and Gentiles 

was strictly limited. 
It was seen as a grave sin, an unclean act, 

for a Jew to eat with Gentiles.
How did God show that this ingrained belief                                         
was false?
A Banquet from God.   VA
In a vision Peter saw food, that was prohibited for a Jew (based on Old Testament laws, 

and which a Gentile readily ate), 

descend to him from Heaven 

and he was told to, “rise; kill and eat.” 
Three times the food was offered to Peter 

and three times he refused it, 

saying, “I have never eaten anything 


that is common or unclean.”       
The Lord replied, 
“What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
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Peter continued to question 

what the vision meant until he was: -
a. Invited to a Gentile’s house.
Nothing short of a vision from God could have persuaded him that it was the right thing                         for an Apostle of Jesus Christ, a Jew,                                              to share the good news that the Lord Jesus                                   had come to save people from all nations.  
b. He now knew it was right before God 

to accept the invitation                                                           
to eat and pray with Gentiles.  
Peter’s obedience meant ……
A Devout and God-fearing Gentile was Saved.
Cornelius was a genuine seeker of God. 
The Holy Spirit Blessed Cornelius and His Household.
Peter told Cornelius that the Lord had told him that his previous view was wrong and that he should now speak to Gentiles as well as Jews about the love and mercy of God as shown in the Gospel.
As Peter preached to this Gentile household the Holy Spirit 
touched their hearts, and they were saved. 
1.  He spoke of Jesus of Nazareth, (Whom Cornelius must have heard about), had been sent by God                            and had been attested as God's appointed Messiah              (as promised in the Old Testament)                                        by His preaching, power and miracles.
2. How he had come as a Man and lived a perfect life and yet went to the cross to be crucified to die            for His people's sins.

3. How on the third day He rose from the dead.                     And to this there had been many witnesses,                           including Peter himself.
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4. Christ appointed to be judge of all                              on His return on The Day of judgement.
5. That all who believe on Him would have their sins forgiven and receive Eternal Life.
The Holy Spirit’s Work.

A unique repetition of the amazing occurrences 

of the Day of Pentecost happened – 

but this time to the Gentile believers! 
This special, one-off event helped the Jews to see the error of their belief and know that it was always God’s plan for Jew and Gentile believers to be part of the New Testament Church.
Cornelious and adult members of his family and household were baptised by total immersion.

The New Testament Church is now Worldwide!

The Gospel is not just in Jerusalem but has now spread throughout the whole world and has been received with joy by people from every continent, nation, and culture. 

The miracle of the New Testament Age is that of the Holy Spirit quickening the souls of those who are enemies of God, and granting them the gift of faith unto repentance. The New Birth.
We must ask, 
‘Has the Holy Spirit worked in my life? 

Has He shown me my sin?’
Respond by trusting that only Christ can save you 

and make you right with God.
“Unto me (Paul, a Jew), who am less than the least of all saints (Christians), is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.”                         Ephesians 3v8.    VA
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Important Thought for us Today: 

What do we trust in for Salvation?  

Cornelius was described as a devout, 

God-fearing man, praying always. 
He was loved and respected by all who served under him. He used his power and wealth to benefit local Jews. 
Surely this was enough to earn him salvation 

and make him right with God? 
But it wasn’t. 
Maybe we think our being born in a Christian home            or country, our church attendance, Bible reading,                             good behaviour, and good deeds                                                            are enough to make us right with God? 
But it is not. 
We need to see that all our righteousness is as filthy rags      
to God and can never save us (Isaiah 64v6). 
Only Christ can save us – 

it is His gift, trust in Him alone. Ephesians 2v8-9.
