Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in the Book of Acts – Lesson 116
Early Reactions to the Apostles’ Message
This week – A seeker who was given the help and humility to find the Lord.                                 NOTES                                                                                AIM - To learn from this remarkable account, that all true Christians were formally far off from God.              They have been brought near by the blood of Christ. Ask yourself, have I experienced such a conversion in my own life. Have I been Born Again?                VA
But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off                                               are made nigh by the blood of Christ.  Ephesians 2v13. VA
Over the last 3 weeks we have learnt about 3 different types of people and their attitude to the Gospel Call.        VA

1. The Fickle Crowd. Easily persuaded. 


No real conviction.

2. The Religious Leaders

Full of sinful pride and unbelief.
3. The Apostles


Assured that Christ is the Saviour


Faithfully preaching the Gospel

Today we are considering an individual seeker.

He is a model for us all.

We do not know his name 


but we know a lot about him.

An Ethiopian Chancellor      VA Picture
A Searcher who Found the Lord.
As we consider him ask yourself, Am I seeking?                                                                           If we follow the Ethiopian’s example,                               we will be saved:  
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As a human being he had a conscience. Part of his soul.             He responded to his conscience.                                        God uses our conscience to challenge                                  
and convict us of our sin.                                                                                               The Ethiopian nobleman found neither his national animistic religion, his fame, riches, power and influence                                    filled the growing dissatisfaction in his soul.                          
He had no peace.
Animism (from Latin: anima meaning 'breath, spirit, life') is the belief that objects, places, and creatures all possess a distinct spiritual essence.                                                                                    Animism perceives all things—animals, plants, rocks, rivers, weather systems, human handiwork,                                 and in some cases words—as being animated,                     having spiritual agency and free will.   VA

Today, we have Pagan, New Age beliefs.                            
God is everywhere and in all things.

Nothing he did could undo the guilt and emptiness                                    
that he felt inside himself.                                                                   That is, until the day he read the Old Testament                                 
where he learnt of the One true Holy Creator God                                  
Who requires us to worship Him, and Him alone.
1. He faced the facts.        VA                                                                           He was to learn the wonderful lesson of                            the way back to God from the dark paths of sin.    VA                                                                                           He was to learn that it is at Calvary’s Cross                                 
that he must begin in repentance of sin                              
and faith in Christ’s substitutionary death                           
on the cross, personally for him.                                
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Is your conscience speaking to you?                                                                   Are you facing the fact that you feel empty? Dissatisfied?  Are you being convicted of your sin? 
Do you see through the lies of Satan.                              Evolution, Chance. No eternal soul, No God.          Satan tries to dull the conscience.
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”    1 John 1v8.
Seek the God of the Bible, your Creator -                                     
only He can give us lasting peace!

2. He set off on a great search.         VA                                                                 His seeking was serious.                                                           He left the comfort and security of his palace,                             placing his future career in jeopardy and went on a long and dangerous journey to Jerusalem to find God. 
His journey was about 2,000 miles. By chariot.    VA           It would take him over a month.                               

Are we prepared to leave all to seek the Lord?                                             If yes - then we are serious seekers!
This mighty chancellor was humble as he knew                         
and fully acknowledged that he needed help.                                                                                                This could only come from the God’s Word The Bible (OT)                     and Jerusalem the centre of Jewish Faith.
3. He studied the God’s Word, the Bible.     VA
He began to understand that God was a God of loving kindness who will not overlook sin but who provides  
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a way of forgiveness through sincere repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. For all who look to him. 
Are we reading God’s Word daily and desiring            

 to hear it taught at Bible Class and Church?
4. He was found by the Lord.     VA
The Lord heard the nobleman’s prayer for help.                             How wonderful it is that God comes to meet us                       
when we sincerely seek Him.                                                          God sent Philip, the evangelist,                                                                           (an experienced Christian in pointing sinful souls to the Lord), to answer his questions on Isaiah 53. 
Picture of the scene.                                                         The Ethiopian eunuch parked in his luxurious chariot by the side of the road, in the Gaza desert, reading Isaiah 53.                                                                This passage of the Bible has the key to        
understanding the way of salvation.                                                                    He believed in God, but how could he know God?                               He had come from afar                                                                
but how could he be made close to God?                                                                               He had been to Jerusalem, but he did not learn anything 
from the priests and Religious Leaders                                     
which would change his life and bring him to God.                                                                                             He had the Word of God before him,                                                 
but he did not understand it.
We must pray earnestly for help as we read His Word.  Remember, we should never be satisfied until we have found the Lord and received his forgiveness for ourselves. Attending Bible Class and Church and reading the Bible are to be encouraged.                                                                  These will teach us the right way to God.                                                  
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We need to go further and have a conversion experience               
to find everlasting peace with God.                                                                      The Lord has promised to hear, and He will answer. 

He was teachable and he now learned how to be forgiven.
The nobleman eagerly listened to the learned teacher. Hearing how Isaiah spoke of the Lord Jesus Christ who now had willingly come to suffer and die for His Peoples’ sins.              Isaiah 53 VA 

He saw and accepted that, despite his position, power and wealth, he was a sinner who had gone astray and who needed to humbly look to Christ alone to be saved.
It is a positive step in seeking if we accept that                       
we are lost sinners needing a Saviour. 

5. He learned the way of forgiveness.     VA                                   He believed and was converted and baptised.
What joy for the nobleman as his search for peace                         
was now over.                                                                                     He was pleased to hear Phillip                                               
open up the passage to him.                                     V7. The Lord Jesus was led as a lamb to the slaughter.  V6. We are all like sheep who have gone astray,               
turning everyone to his own way.                        This included him.                                                                    V5.  Christ, The Saviour,                                                
was wounded for his transgression.                                     
The Ethiopian could not atone for his sin.                  A substitute had to be found                                                   
to take his place under the wrath of Holy God.       Phillip explained that God The Father had laid on His dear Son the sins of all who would repent and believe.                               
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Christ’s death completely fulfilled                                           
the Prophecy of Isaih.                                                                                               
6. He was Converted    VA                                                     He turned to the Lord in repentance, faith and gratitude believing that Christ had died for His sins                                      
making him right with God.                                                                                                    To show his allegiance he desired believers’ baptism. 
7. Ne was Baptised.   VA                                     Philip only allowing it because                                                     he knew that he had truly repented and believed.  
The eunuch said “What doth hinder me to be baptized?”    And Philip said,                                                               “If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.”                                                                                And he answered and said,                                                                    “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”                                                                                                           And he commanded the chariot to stand still and they went down both into the water … and he (Philip) baptized him... The spirit of the Lord caught away Philp, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”                                                                                 Acts 8v36-39.
Trust and believe in the Lord God -                                        
He Who never lies, He Who keeps His promises:

“Ye shall seek Me and find Me when ye seek Me with your whole heart.” Jerimiah 29v13.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.” Acts 16v31.
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” John 8v32.
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Important Thought for us Today: 

Each of us face many immoveable barriers in life.                The Ethiopian seeker in this weeks’ lesson faced barriers that would seem to bar him from the greatest of all blessings – that of being saved.  

These barriers were: -

Geography: Living far away from Jerusalem, he could not witness first-hand the majesty and miracles of Jesus Christ.  Was he too far away to hear the Gospel?

Race and Culture: 1000 years earlier, his country’s Queen met King Solomon and was introduced to the God of the Bible.                                                                                                    Her country’s religion remained unchanged.                                      Would he remain untouched and unchanged by the Gospel, preferring his cultural beliefs?

Wealth and power:  Managing the treasures of an entire country, he would not mix with the ordinary people that God had first given the Gospel message to. How would he hear? 

The good news of the Gospel is that all such barriers                            
are easily broken down by God.                

We are all sinners who deserve Hell,                                                   yet in mercy He has broken down the barriers of sin so that all who seek Him earnestly shall find Him!  

The Ethiopian Counsellor did - will we?

