Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in the Book of Acts – Lesson 115
Early Reactions to the Apostles’ Message
This week – The refusal to believe in the Lord Jesus despite the obvious evidence.                                                                             NOTES                                                                                           AIM To demonstrate the stubborn pride of the hard-hearted religious leaders in the early days when God established the New Testament church.                                         We must ask ourselves, have we a similar attitude to these rebellious religious leaders?
“We ought to obey God rather than men” Acts 5v29
The Religious Leaders’ 
Continued Hostility to the Early Church

Who were the main enemies of Christ on earth at this time?
From reading the history of the early church,            as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles,                                     you may find it surprising that the very people who claimed to ‘love God’ - the religious leaders,             the Scribes and the Pharisees were                                              the most vehement opposers to the Gospel.

Some of these did repent and believe, but the vast majority continued with their attitude of hatred towards the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us trace the history of their continuing hostility:
1. Why were they hostile?
They rejected the Lord’s teaching. 
Despite the miracles and teaching which authenticated that Jesus was The Son of God,          the religious leaders refused to believe.  
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Why? Because He exposed them as sinners which their pride refused to accept. ‘Surely, they were accepted by God as righteous Jews?’  
Therefore: -
Their hearts hardened, desiring to destroy the Lord. 
They had witnessed the Lord's mighty miracles. 

They had heard His teaching which brought glory to almighty God and exposed their pride. 
They refused to accept that he was 



the Messiah as promised in the Old Testament. 
At first, they tried to discredit Him in the eyes of the people, then plotted His murder (which only succeeded when the Lord allowed them to arrest Him), falsely accuse Him, and have Him crucified as a common criminal.  
They planned to kill Him   VA

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, 

they saw it as their opportunity to have Him arrested.                                            They paid Judas Iscariot 30 pieces of silver to lead them to 
Him that night in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
They persuaded the fickle people to shout 

“Crucify Him, Crucify Him”, 
and Pilate, the Roman Governor, 


to sentence him to be crucified.
Their relief was great when they buried Him.  VA
They placed a seal on the heavy stone that covered His tomb and set an armed guard to prevent anyone stealing His body. 
Surely, they could now return to their comfortable,                     self-righteous lives, with the people respecting and obeying their commands again. 
Imagine their shock 

when they heard the news that He was alive again! 
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They refused to believe in His resurrection     VA

and turned their hostility onto His disciples. 
At first, they thought they could intimidate the uneducated disciples who had fled when the Lord had been arrested. 
They were surprised to see, how these once cowardly men, 
had now been transformed into bold preachers.

On The Day of Pentecost, Peter, 

and the other Apostles, preached without fear of men, 

accusing all listeners who hated Christ 

that they were guilty of crucifying God’s Son, 

their Messiah, and urged them to repent. 
The Holy Spirit authenticated them by granting them the ability to preach in many languages so the Jews who had come from far and wide could hear.
3,000 listeners repented - but the not religious leaders.
They remained unmoved and were cut to the heart 

and took counsel to kill all Christians.  VA
They harassed the lame man that was healed                          
and commanded the disciples to stop their preaching. 
When the disciples continued, 

they beat them and imprisoned them. 
The Lord released the Apostles from the prison 


and told them to continue preaching Christ.

They were determined to Obey God, rather than men. 

Their Opposition Grew. VA

And Stephen, full of faith and power,    

did great wonders and miracles among the people.

Stephen, the 1st Christian Martyr, VA Picture

spoke boldly of Christ as being the risen Saviour.
The Religious Leaders were so enraged by Stephen’s 

faithful ministry that they had him stoned to death.
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Headed up by Pharisee Saul of Tarsus (who later became the Apostle Paul!), began a large-scale persecution,                         causing many Christians to leave Jerusalem.  
Any Christians caught were sentenced to prison.
They faced God’s judgment.     VA

On their death they would have to face almighty God’s Judgement and take the punishment of their sinful acts of crucifying the Messiah and killing God’s people -                                    if they still refused God’s gracious offer of forgiveness. 
Yet Saul (Paul) was saved – 

An example of God’s wonderful mercy.
Stephen prayed for their forgiveness as they killed Him. The Lord answered his prayer. 
Saul, watching and agreeing to Stephen’s death, 


also greatly persecuted the church. 
He was later forgiven and saved.        

God used him mightily to spread the Gospel.
Paul wrote, “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” 1 Timothy 1v15 VA

Don’t let your heart be hardened and reject the Gospel - 
find saving peace today!
Peter’s plea to the religious leaders,   VA
“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”                                                                Acts 5 v30-32.
“I will build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16v18.                   VA
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Application. VA words on RH heart.
What about our hearts? VA

We hear but delay in responding.
We get bored.
We stop listening.

We leave off reading our Bibles 

and attending Bible Class and Church.

We forget God and love our own sin.
We will face God’s Judgement.
VA

Wiil, we stand like Peter and John and the other Apostles?
Wiil we stand like Stephen, even unto death?
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Important Thought for us Today: 
Did the persecution of the early Christians stop the work of God and prevent the Gospel spreading?  
It is a historical fact that the more Christians are persecuted for their faith in God, the more the Gospel spreads - resulting in more people being brought to true faith in Jesus Christ.  
The persecution of the Christians in Jerusalem caused them to flee their homes taking the good news of salvation in Christ with them to wherever they settled. 
Paul’s arrest brought the Gospel to Caesar’s household   (the mightiest ruler of the time) thus allowing the Gospel    to spread further throughout the Roman Empire. 
God used the Roman invasion of Britain so that faithful missionaries could readily bring the truth of Christianity to our shores! 

Persecution also causes only true Christians to express their belief, making them more prayerful, and closer to their God, than in times of prosperity and ease.  
It is easy to say you’re a Christian in the Bible Class classroom, but will we stand and say we’re the Lord’s in a group that is predominantly atheistic, or of another religion, who are openly hostile to the truth of the Lord?  
Will we stand for the Lord in a church that is teaching a man-made Gospel where sin is not mentioned and salvation by good works is promoted?

The Lord blesses those who stand for His truth in a hostile environment, confirming to them that they are true Christians.  

Will we dare to stand for God and be used of Him?

