Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in Matthew – Lesson 134
The Saviour Comes and Begins His Work
This week – The Lord Jesus Christ shows miraculous ability to heal our physical and spiritual ills.    NOTES                                                                                                                                             Behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying,                              “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” Matthew 8v2   VA
Aim – To see and understand the fatally injurious effects of our sin    VA Pictured in the Bible as a disease from which we need to be delivered. Only The Lord Jesus Christ, The Great Physician, 
can deal with our sin to the saving of our souls.
The Lord Jesus had just come to an end of ministering to the people.                                   We call it The Sermon on The Mount. See Matthew Chapters 5, 6, and 7.

The people were astonished at His teaching.
They realised that Christ was preaching with authority.


Words of Life and Truth from God. 

Relevant to them and the needs of their eternal souls.


Not like that of the Religious Leaders who were boring 

and had no truth to bring to the people.

What is your response to hearing Pastor’s preaching?


Do you hear it as The Word of God?

We aim to be faithful to teach you God’s Word of Truth.

The people began to realise that the Lord was no ordinary person.

But none other than the OT promised Messiah.


Immanuel – God with us.

The promised Saviour.

The Lord not only spoke truth with authority, 

but he acted by graciously performing many amazing miracles.

He demonstrated His love and compassion 

by helping many poor and needy people.

Those who were ready to listen and believe in Him 
as being God’s Son.

His miracles authenticated Him as The Messiah

And they also serve as ‘parables’ to teach us the Gospel.


That He had power to heal our spiritual disease of sin.

Remember Jesus said, “I AM The Way, The Truth, and The Life, no man cometh unto The Father, but by Me.”  John 14v6.   VA
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Today we learn of how The Lord Jesus Heals A Leper.
We can draw spiritual teaching from this great act of love, and mercy.
Firstly, we will look at Leprosy.  A tragic disease.       VA Picture + Words
Leprosy – A Fatal Disease; Very common when the Lord lived on earth.
Infectious – Easily caught from others through touching and close contact.
Disfiguring – Flesh eaten away; damage to the nerves causing 
loss of feeling; hands and feet easily burnt.

Loss of hair, nails, dry skin, scaling, shrinking of bones and gums.

A Slow Death – Deteriorating over many years. 
Warning, ‘Unclean, Keep away’
Man had no cure for Leprosy at that time.

The Lord used it as a picture to show us 
the deadly threat of sin in and to our lives.
Sin disfigures us. Our character is made ugly by our sin.   VA
In God’s sight our sinful hearts are unclean, 
Infectious, disfiguring, and fatal.
Our Sin - Lies, deceit, pride, love of self, bad-temper, hateful, disobedience, lust, taking from God, rebellious, ignoring God in unbelief. 
A critical, unthankful, spirit driving our motives, thoughts, and actions.
One Difference – 
Sin is within us from birth; we inherit our sinful nature from Adam.

His fall into rebellious sin in the Garden of Eden 

lost him, and us, the original perfect state.
Leprosy is an excellent picture of our sin.

It is very contagious and eventually fatal.
In the Lord’s time people had to separate themselves 

and live in Leper Colony’s.

If they were healed, they had to show themselves to the priest who would give them the all-clear to return to the community.
Like leprosy, our sin is catching.

one sin quickly leads to another, e.g. one lie needs another.

Like taking a drug – it is addictive.
getting worse the longer we live.
Others copy us and influence us. Do not mix with those who want to take you further into sinful ways.
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We need to be saved from our sin before 
it eventually drags us down to Hell.
Our sin puts us under God’s Holy wrath.
Have you recognised the awfulness of your sin?
such that you want to be cleansed and healed from it 

and its’ fatal eternal consequences.
Many would have looked at the leper and turned away in disgust.

But the Lord looked on him with love and compassion.

       Reminding us that God looks upon sinners with love and compassion

Let Us Now Consider The Leper and How He Approached The Lord.
Let us note what he gained!
1. He Came to the Lord – Why?    VA
Because he saw his great need; 
his horrible, and helpless position.
He knew he would die from his leprosy.
He desperately wanted to be healed, to be made clean.

Have you seen a need to come to Jesus Christ? 
The only One who can heal and cleanse us.
Like the leper the world has no cure of our sinful disease.


He knew that he needed someone more powerful than him.

2. He came humbly and Worshipped the Lord – VA
Having heard the Lord’s amazing teaching 
and, seeing His powerful and miraculous healings, 
he knew and believed that He was God. 
The Lord Jesus is not like modern ‘faith-healers’.


His miracles are instant, obvious, and lasting.


He healed the lame, blind, deaf, dumb, even dead to life.


The Lord did not ask for money.
    Have you sincerely worshipped Jesus Christ? 
    If you truly know who we are speaking about 

then you would bow humbly with awe in His holy presence.
Do you see Him as Almighty God, your Creator?
The One who has given you your life and your living soul!
    Do you believe He died to save you, 
and thank Him for His death for your sin on Calvary?
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3. He Trusted – He had faith to say,   VA
“If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” Matthew 8v2
Faith is the gift of God that He gives us to use.

We see here how simple our request for forgiveness can be.

 Have you trusted Jesus Christ? 
Do you believe that He is Sovereign God?
That He, and only He, can save you from the guilt of your sin?
4. The Leper felt unworthy,    VA
Humbly asking himself “Would God save a wretch like me?” 
So must we come humbly and sincerely.
He Was Healed Immediately – The Lord touched him saying, 
“I will, be thou clean.” Matthew 8v3
How simple, powerful, and wonderful! 
The Lord was not afraid to come near to the leper,


Nor was He afraid to touch him.

When the Lord died on the cross, He took the guilt 

and filthiness of our sin onto His own soul.

He suffered the Holy wrath of His Father for our sin,


Remember He had no sin of His own.


His perfect soul felt the horror of our sin.

The Lord cried, “It is finished.”


He  had satisfied fully the judgement of His Father.


This is why we can be assured that He can forgive us.
The Lord is able to save all who sincerely call out to Him.
No one is too polluted or vile in their sin 
such that they cannot be forgiven and saved.
This reminds us of the Sovereign Power of the Saviour to save us.

Consider 2 Examples.
1. Saul of Tarsus. Set against the Lord, consenting to Stephen’s death, and seeking to arrest, imprison and even put Christians to death.
2. David, who ordered the murder of Uriah the Hittite 
so that he could marry Uriah’s wife Bathsheba.

Both found forgiveness for their sin when they sincerely repented.

Today, the miraculous work of God the Holy Spirit still works 
to change sinful hearts (the New Birth, the gift of faith), 
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Changing our sinful nature into a spiritual nature 
such that we hate our sin, turn from it in repentance, 
and live our lives with obedient love to God.
Have you repented your sin and been forgiven by Jesus Christ? 

Did He die for you on the cross of Calvary?
Have you found peace with God?
The Lord was willing to touch the unclean leper to heal him. 
He also forgave him his sin.
Likewise, He was willing to suffer the agony of crucifixion, 
and to take the wrath of His Father upon Himself, 
(the eternal wrath that we deserve), to save us.
“He, (the Lord Jesus Christ), who knew no sin, became sin for us by taking our sin upon Himself (as if it were His own), that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 2 Corinthians 6v21    VA
He takes our guilt away and gives us His righteousness.
Are you, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12v2.     VA
Do you think that the leper, now healed, 

would want to return to the Leper Colony?
Likewise, once we know the Saviour’s forgiveness


We should not want to return to live in sin.

Yes, we will be tempted to sin and sometimes fall.

But the Lord is so gracious that He will hear our cry of repentance.

The Apostle John wrote, 
“But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
 cleanseth us from all sin.”   John 1v7.                                                                                                                      
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Important Lesson for us Today. 
God still shows His love and compassion. 

He is immutable. He never changes.

We remind ourselves that the scriptures teach us 
that God is perfectly holy and that He has a holy hatred for sin.  
He must judge our sin.
and no sinner can enter Heaven with their sin. 
The Bible also teaches us of His compassionate heart – 
that He has love and mercy toward lost sinners.   
He has demonstrated His love to sinners by sending 
His own Son, Jesus Christ, 
to bear away the guilt of our sin on the cross. 
The Lord Jesus willingly, and compassionately, 
took upon Himself God’s Eternal wrath. 
Eternal punishment which should rightly fall to us. 
It was for the joy set before Him that He left Heaven to come 
as a Man to take our place as a substitute – dying to save us.  
His death was fully sufficient to reconcile us to God, 
(bring us to peace with God).         
God the Holy Spirit works in the sinner’s soul to give them faith to believe, bringing them to repentance and obedience.    
There cannot be greater love and compassion than this!

What is our response?  
Will we live ignoring it?  - Having to face God’s eternal wrath.

OR will we be healed by responding to His gracious call?
Come humbly and sincerely to the Saviour now.

Ask Him, like the leper, “Lord, please heal and cleanse me.”
