Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in Matthew – Lesson 132
The Saviour Comes and Begins His Work
This week – The Lord Jesus Christ shows us five graces which identify a true Christian.                  NOTES
Aim – To warn that there are many false teachers in the world. 

Many claim to be Christian. The Lord says, 

”Beware, they are wolves in sheep’s clothing.”
Counterfeit Christians and Churches.

Let us test our own beliefs today.

Beware, we will be lost eternally if we follow them.

The Lord Jesus said,
“By their fruit ye shall know them.”                                     “Not everyone that saith unto Me, ‘Lord, Lord’, 

shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

but he that doeth the will 

of My Father which is in heaven.”      
Matthew 7v20-21.
Discovering true religion is not difficult. 


But we must look in the right place.

Although the web is useful it can also be dangerous for on it are every possible thought, the vast majority of which are not the truth.

The Truth can only be found in God’s Word, The Bible. Are you reading it prayerfully and carefully.


Pray for God to open it up to you.


The Truth will set you free.

Typical sources of error: -

1. Teachers at school. Teaching Liberal Theology. Teaching a moral code. How to be good.

They have a cynical, critical view of the Bible.

A destructive prejudice following 19th century ideas.
They reject that the Bible is God Inspired Truth.
Any way to find God but not what the Bible teaches us.
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2. Unbelieving Clergy and ministers.
In churches and often appearing on TV.

TV does not invite true believers 

onto their chat shows etc.

They deny the Virgin Birth, the death and resurrection of the Saviour, and much more.

They present a lifeless religion.

The Lord, when on earth, saw the Pharisees 

and Scribes as being in this category.

The LJC taught, “For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5v20.
3. TV Evangelists are often out to promote themselves and obtain money 
to support their lavish lifestyle.


Claiming ability to perform miracles of healing.

Often involved in fraud and adultery. 

4. Worldly ‘Christians’. Pop stares and celebrities.
Living worldly, sinful, lives

Fully identified with the culture of this age.

We will look at The Marks of Grace today and learn what we must know if we are to be personally saved.

True OR False Christians. Matthew 7v20,21. VA
This verse teaches us clearly that not everyone who speak of God, or Jesus, are true Christians.

The LJC warned, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.” Matthew 7v15.

We must use Biblical discernment to check them out.

We must also check out our own beliefs.


It is possible for us to pretend that 

we are Christian when we do not know 

the LJC as our personal Saviour.
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We must look for the fruit.

Imagine that you are a gardener and have 2 fruit trees growing. You check for the fruit. 

Whether they are apple trees, pear, or plum 

– you expect good fruit.

What would you do with a tree 

that does not bear good fruit? 

Surely you would cut it down.

The Lord Jesus said, “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit               is hewn down, and cast into the fire.” Matthew 7v18.19
The LJC also said, 
“Ye shall know them by their fruits.” Mathew 7V16.
So, we are to look for fruit in everyone who claims 
to be a Christian, starting with ourselves.
The Lord Warns Us To Not Follow False Teachers.
The Lord’s Parable challenges us to ask – 
Are we a true Christian? Are we bearing fruit?
Two Trees Contrasted – 
One bears the right fruit, the other corrupt fruit.
A Tree’s Fruit shows us what type of tree it is, 
and if it is useful, or not.

Meaning, there are true Christians and false ones. 
So, let us beware.

1. False Teachers – Liberal 
(free thinkers, own ideas), non-Biblical views.
Twisting Scripture to meet their own ideas.

At School – Promoting their views, 
criticising the Bible, and true faith. 
Pushing the man-made Theory of Evolution 
as proven fact; saying, “no God”.
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2. Unbelieving Clergy/Ministers – Often on TV, Denying 6 Day Creation, Christ’s Divinity,                   His Virgin birth, His resurrection, 
and Christ’s miracles, etc. 

Treating God’s Word as a collection 
of man-made myths and legends.                  
3. TV Evangelists – Easy-Believism 
(no repentance); often seeking money.

4. Celebrity ‘Worldly Christians’ – 
Un-Christlike, without any change of heart.
Galatians 5v23,24. 
“But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law.”
Five Good Fruits (The Marks of Grace) which 
mark out True Christian Character: -
1. A Repentant Person – Humble, with a true heart-felt sorrow for sin, and hatred of it. Striving to overcome the old nature of pride, disobedience, lying, hating, lusting, etc.
2. A Changed Heart – A new nature.
“Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 2 Corinthians 5v17.
Showing deep love for God and His truth,                        a desire to be like Christ, 
putting Him first in our life; 
sincerely worshipping and serving Him.
3. A Bible Believing Person – Accepting it as God inspired, perfect, without error. 
Profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and for instruction in righteousness. 2 Tomothy 3v16.
Staying in the Apostle’s Doctrine – Scripture.
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Avoiding those who say the Bible is full of myths and legends.
4. A Praying Person – In daily communion with the Lord - in praise, thanking Him for dying on Calvary to save us; repenting our sin, seeking forgiveness for it; asking for guidance through life, and for blessing on others.
5. A Loving Person – Looking for our closest friends among other Christians (of all ages); able to talk about the Lord - what He has done for our soul, and a desire to witness 
to others who do not know the Lord 
as their personal Saviour.
The True Local Church of Jesus Christ – 
It is the People, not the building.
A Membership of True Believers – 
With a clear testimony of faith in Christ.
Faithful Ministry – Preaching God’s Word – 
The Gospel, and applied Doctrine.
God Honouring Worship – Reverent, 
Christ-centered, with meaningful words.
In the bond of unity. Caring for others
Evangelical Heart - Reaching out into 
the local community with the Gospel.
Are you a true Christian? 
Does your life show the ‘fruit of the good tree’? - the five marks of grace listed above; 
OR 
are you believing, and following, the false teachers? Those who bear false fruit.
The truth of God will set you free
from the bondage of sin and eternal death. 
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The Apostle Peter wrote, “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.”                      2 Peter 2v9.
Important Lesson for us Today. 

Are you confused by the variety of messages 
from many who call themselves ‘Christian’?  

True Christianity is based on Bible truth alone, 
not the thoughts of men. 

So, we must read our Bibles carefully and learn 
from this lesson how to identify Christian truth – note the 5 marks of grace taught. 

Liberal theologians 
do not accept the Bible as God’s inspired truth, so they change its’ meaning 
to suit their own ideas.  

Key errors are – No Trinity, No Creator God, 
Adam’s fall into sin has no consequence for us today, No need to repent, no judgement to come, 
No real Heaven or Hell. 

Some preach, “Love Jesus”. 

Some say only the church, the Pope, and Mary can save you. 

Beware - These false teachers 
preach another ‘gospel’ which cannot save. 
These will have to face God’s Final Judgement.


Depart from Me, for I never Knew you.

At EDT we seek to be a faithful church, preaching the truth of God from His inspired Word.

We worship, work, and pray together 

so that you, and many others, 

will come to have personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 

through repentance and faith.
Are you showing the Marks of Grace 

and producing fruit that God is pleased with?
