Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in Matthew – Lesson 131
The Saviour Comes and Begins His Work
This week – The Lord Jesus Christ is the Rock, the only foundation to trust in for Heaven. NOTES

Aim of today’s Lesson.    VA 
To show the nature and importance of true repentance, 
and the necessity of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. 

The foundation of the Christian Life.

To describe the disaster which befalls those who try to live their lives without knowing the Saviour and His Word of Truth. 
The Lord Jesus said, “Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,                      and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man,                                                    which builds his house upon a rock.”  Matthew 7v24.
Is our Approach to Living Wise or Foolish?
The Lord Jesus divided people into two categories.

One group He called Wise and the other Fools – Foolish People.

A Fool – A person who acts without thinking, 
one who lacks sense or judgement. 

A person who makes himself look ridiculous – silly. An idiot.
Today, this is the world’s view of a person who holds Christian beliefs.
If you have made a stand for the Lord at school, 

you may well have been laughed at and called a fool.

The Lord Jesus demonstrates by His words that it is those 
who despise and ignore His teaching who are the foolish ones.
I urge you to listen carefully and seriously consider His assessment 

of two men who each built a house.

It was quite common when Christ was on earth 

for people to build their own houses.
The Lord’s Parable challenges us to ask – Are we Wise or Foolish?

The Lord told this parable to help us understand that building a house

 is like building our lives. Living our lives.
Two house building methods contrasted – which do we follow in our lives?
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The Wise Man’s House – Built by following best practice: -
1. On a Good Site – 
One with solid rock upon which to lay a sure foundation. 
2. Proper Preparations – Time, energy used to dig deep, removing rubbish, sand and roots. No shortcuts to build a safe house.
3. Sure Foundations – Securely laid on solid rock, to withstand the winter storms. To withstand the heavy rain and strong winds.
To build a house in UK the builder must adhere to strict regulations. Building Inspectors check every stage – 

Foundations, Structure, Internal fittings etc.
A Picture of The Believer’s Life. The Wise Way to build.
Following Closely God’s Rules for Obedient Living.
1. The Site of Repentance – Preparation.

We must examine our hearts and lives.


    Removing the rubbish from our hearts and minds.

       There is so much to hinder the building of our lives.

Consider our love of the world, its music, entertainment, sport, etc.

The things which God hates.
All secret sin must be removed; forgiven by Christ.
We must give up disobedience, lying, stealing, swearing, lusting, hatred, selfishness, pride. Etc.

The ‘spade’ of the Holy Spirit must dig in our souls to disturb our sin.

This can, and should, be a painful experience 

else we will not repent.

Repentance is pictured by digging out 


all the rubbish from the foundations.

Have you felt this conviction of sin? 


Are you troubled in your soul?

Are you truly sorry for it?


Ask yourself, “How does God see my heart?”

2. The Solid Ground of Faith  on which to Build– 
Placing complete trust in Christ’s death on Calvary.
Christ was sent to be a substitute for us. 

To take the wrath of His Father for our sin.
3

God sees all our deeds, thoughts, and motives.

Thankfully, Faith is the Gift of God. 
Given to enable us to respond.

We must exercise it wisely. Not adding our own ideas.
3. The Foundation of Our Life must be God’s Word –    VA Picture
The Bible is our reliable source of information about God, 
His holiness, His free mercy, kindness, and grace, 
and His promises to bless, to forgive and forget our sin.
It clearly tells us that the Saviour suffered and died for sinners,

 taking the punishment due to them, so that they can be forgiven.

Consider – What is the point of listening to and reading God’s Word 
if we are not going to take any notice of it and do the opposite.

Are you reading it daily? Use the BRS.
David wrote in Psalm 18v2.   VA
“The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”
And in Psalm 40v2,   VA
“He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.”

And Psalm 61v2,    VA
“From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”
David built his life upon the ROCK. The LJC.
Calvary is the solid rock on which to build.

Christ is the only hope for us to obtain forgiveness and eternal life.

We must place all our trust on The Saviour. 

Now is the Day of Salvation.
The Foolish Man’s House –
 Built used his own ideas, totally ignoring best practice: -
1. No Site Survey – He hastily picked this sandy site 
and rushed to build. 
2. No Preparation – He pressed ahead.
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He concentrated on outward appearance.
Using his own thoughts on building. How foolish!

Such a building will soon sink and crack.

Especially when winter storms buffet it.
A Picture of The Unbeliever’s Life. 
Totally ignoring God’s Rules for Living. 
Living The Foolish Way.
1. No Repentance. Rejecting God’s rules.
Without any concern for deep rooted sin in the heart and soul.
2. No Security. Filling life with sinful and selfish pleasures. 
No sincere thought for God the Creator, or for eternity.
Many want a speedy way to Heaven. Formal Religion. Attending Church.

Do not be fooled into wanting to copy the fool. Psalm 14v1 says
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, 

they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.”

The Sudden Storm – The wind and rain beat against both houses.
The Foolish Man’s House Collapsed.    VA Picture
Without foundation it could not stand.

The Wise Man’s House Stood Firm. 
Saved by a solid and firm foundation.
The Storms of Life – 
Life is full of trials and difficulties. How can we stand?
Without Christ as our Rock we will crumble under our sin.
Temptations to Sin come thick and fast. 
One sin leads to another. No peace.
Difficulties come our way – 
Family arguments, money problems, illness, fear of death, etc.
Death is the final difficulty. 
Without the Lord, we will have NO permanent help – 
NO Heavenly Friend to turn to, 
NO rule of God to guide us, 
NO Saviour to shelter us from the guilt of our sin 

and the schemes of Satan.
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Are we Wise or Foolish? 
It is easy to see the folly and danger of breaking 
all fundamental building rules in house building.  
Do we have the God given wisdom to see that 
obeying God’s tried and tested path to Heaven, 
as clearly taught us by God in His Word, 
is the only way for the eternal safety of our soul? 
Are we spiritually wise? Do we have Biblical Wisdom?
Let us wisely respond in repentance, faith, and obedience. 
to build our lives on the sure and solid foundation 
of the death, resurrection, and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must build on Christ and be in Christ 
for the certainty of our eternal salvation.
Isaiah wrote, “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion (the believing Church) for a foundation, a stone (The Lord Jesus Christ), a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste.”                                                                   Isaiah 28 v16.
Important Lesson for us Today. 

Beware of the dangers of man’s wisdom. 

The wisdom of this world says that “There is no God.” 

“There is no creator, designer, upholder of all things.” 

“We have evolved, higher animals.”  From apes.

“There is no such thing as a human soul.”  

“Heaven and Hell are not real.”  

“Live as you please, there are no lasting consequences 
for what we think, say, or do.” 
“We can manage our own destiny.”        

How foolish! 
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The Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, 
proclaims that God is the Creator and Sustainer of Life, 
giving man a living soul, a spiritual being 
which needs a close relationship with Him. 
He has set His rules for life (10 Commandments) 
but we have broken every one of these. 

In His loving kindness, mercy, and grace, 
He has provided His own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a Saviour.

Be wise, seek Him with repentant hearts today.    VA
Be ready to spend eternity with Him. 
Build on Christ, the ROCK and not upon the sands.
