Bible/College Class Notes – Great Differences – Lesson 102
Great Differences: Lessons from David & Solomon
This week – God looks into our heart - nothing can be hidden from His Holy, searching eyes. NOTES.                                                                                                                 Aim.  To emphasise that God sees and assesses us by the state of our hearts; other considerations pale into insignificance.             VA                                       “For the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.“            1 Samuel 16v7.

Last week we saw how David was converted as a child and how he was destined to become one of the world's greatest kings.                                         Indeed, there is a sense in which David was the greatest human king of all time, for the Lord God promised him that his Kingdom would endure and be established forever. 2 Samuel 7v16. VA
In the coming weeks we shall learn that although David died and was buried,  yet his Kingdom, unlike any other Kingdom in this world, would live on forever through his descendant the Lord Jesus Christ, Great David’s Greater Son.
In today’s lesson we shall concentrate on discovering                                                  how God chose David for this great honour.                                                                                                As we learn how the Lord selected David to be king, God will teach us how He judges us and whether or not we can expect His favour.                                      May I suggest to you that there may be those among you who have always assumed that you please God, living good lives,                                          thinking that you are qualified to enter into God's Heaven.                                                                            This lesson will provide a ‘soul check’ for each of us.                                           Others may not even believe in God, imagining that they will enjoy a successful life without Him. But with no consideration of eternity.                                                                                             So, this lesson will show us what we may be throwing away.
Let us consider the Difference That God Notices.              VA                                                            
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A Royal Vacancy In Israel – God had Rejected Proud King Saul.                                            Saul, who started so well, did not truly love God                                                               and his sin soon exposed the true state of his heart and soul.                                                                                          He wilfully disobeyed the commandments of the Lord.                                         The Philistines were encamped, set for battle.                                                         Samuel sent a message saying that he would be there in 7 days.                       But he was delayed, and Saul did not wait for Samuel the Priest and Prophet to come to oversee a sacrifice to God. To obtain God’s blessing.                                           He proudly took upon himself the role of Priest and officiated at the sacrifice.         VA                                                                                                                        1 Samuel 13v9. And Saul said, ‘Bring hither a burnt offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering.’                               Samuel arrives and challenges Saul, “What hast thou done?”                                  Saul said, “The Philistines will come down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication unto the Lord: I forced myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering.”  1 Samuel 13v12.                                                           Was this a valid reason for Saul to usurp Samuel’s position as Priest? NO.
And Samuel said to Saul, “Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the Lord thy God, which He commanded thee:     for now would the Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever.                                                                                                                                        But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath sought Him a man after His own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee. 1 Samuel 13v13,14.                                                                             We note in 1 Samuel 15v14 But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.
Selecting a New King – What Qualifications Are Required by God?        VA                      We are naturally tempted to think that it was: -                                                                                                                              Age? Someone older, well educated, with lots of varied experience of life. Appearance? Good looking, a strong physic, able to lead the army to victory in battle. A powerful aspiring figure.                                                                                                                           Success? A great reputation of experience in successful management. 
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Surprisingly, God told Samuel the Prophet to ignore these ‘Qualities’. Samuel was sent by God to Bethlehem, to Jessie’s house, to choose one of his sons.                                                                                                                                               7 sons, all with the above qualities were presented, starting with Eliab the oldest. Eliab supported Saul in the battles against the Philistines.                                                                                                                                     Samuel thought, ‘surely God’s anointed is before me?’                                               Eliab was the ideal age, he had experience of life, as Jessie’s eldest son he had status, wealth and position.                                                                                                                   He was being groomed to take the headship of the family when Jessie died. Surely this is the one.                                                                                      No. God rejected Eliab. He was not a believer. His heart was wrong.                                            Then Jessie’s other sons were brought before Samuel in turn.                     But God turned them all down. What was God’s Criteria?                                                             If Samuel picked one of these it would have been a repeat of proud Saul. 
Samuel Had to Trust God’s Judgement and Choice.          VA                                            “But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.”              1 Samuel 16v7.                                                                                       Samuel now began to understand that God had His own criteria                             for selecting who would be the next King of Israel.
Outwardly, humanly speaking, Jessie’s 7 oldest sons looked right.                                                                 Strong and experienced BUT inwardly God saw their hearts,                                        their inner character, their pride, all lacking humility                                                and, very importantly, with no faith in God.
Imagine someone buying a car just on its’ outward looks,          VA                      without looking under the bonnet to see if the engine ran smoothly               and correctly. How foolish!                                                                                                                          The engine is the most important part as it drives the car.                                       Likewise, our heart drives how we live.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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Samuel asked Jessie, “Are here all thy children?”                                                                Jessie’s reply, “There remains the youngest, a keeper of sheep!”                                “Send for him.”                                                                                                               The LORD said to Samuel, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 1 Samuel 16v12
David Had Met God’s Criteria.                                                                                             As we saw last week, David was a sincere believer in God.                                     He had repented his sin and found God’s forgiveness.                                                                  

David was young, and inexperienced,                                                                                              but the Lord saw his potential as he had humility,                                                                    faith and love for God in his heart;                                                                                         not motivated by pride, selfishness, and fortune seeking.                                                                                                         So, David was anointed to be the next king of Israel when Saul died.                      Saul had no knowledge of this.                     
What made David Different?                                                                              Outwardly - A goodly looking lad but surely far too young to be King? Inwardly -The Lord saw David’s heart, (as Paul tells us in Acts 13v22),                   “A man after Mine own heart, which shall fulfil all My will.” 
Does God See the Same Heart in Us as He Saw in David’s older brothers?                                        Does He see our motives as selfish – loving ourselves, proud –                           in cold unbelief and rebellion against God and His Laws?                                                                          OR are we like David?                                                                                                          Have we sincerely repented and sought God’s forgiveness for these sins?                                                                                                             Is our faith fixed and anchored in God alone? In Jesus Christ alone?
“O, how love I Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.” Psalm 119v97. Are we open to, and obedient to, the teaching of God’s Word?                                                                                     
Are we like David? Do we live so as to please God?                                                                                               With an obedient warm heart,                                                                                              
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Quick to repent of our sin;                                                                                                 if in danger always looking prayerfully to God, fully trusting Him;                                          in power remaining humble;                                                                                                     in success honouring God;                                                                                                              in death desiring to dwell with God in Heaven and to enjoy Him for ever?
Can we pray like David did?                     VA                                                                      ‘Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”                                                                          Psalm 139v23.24.
Important Thought for us Today:                                                                                        What is Conversion to the Lord?                                                                                                          It is a total change of attitude of heart towards God.                                            Naturally, from our birth, we are proud, selfish, rebellious,                                       and unbelieving towards God - such that we cannot, of our own doing, approach Him in an acceptable way.                                                                                                             Thankfully, God sends His Holy Spirit to ‘quicken’ our souls, (renew us spiritually), giving us faith to believe in Jesus Christ as our Saviour,                          so that we humbly recognise that He died to take the full punishment                        for the guilt of our sin on the cross of Calvary,                                                                                 causing us to sincerely repent, obey His Word, and live for Him.
Let us follow David’s example in Psalm 51v10,                                                                     and sincerely pray for a believing, repentant heart. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me’.      God will hear and answer to the saving of our soul.
