Bible/College Class Notes – Great Differences – Lesson 101
Great Differences: Lessons from David & Solomon
This week – Conversion can happen at any age - none too young or too old!                                       NOTES
Aim. To learn from David’s testimony the stepping stones to conversion. To learn how to seek and find the Lord for ourselves.                                                      To observe the great difference needed in our lives                                                   which will show we have found the forgiveness of the Lord.                                                                                 How the Difference in David Came About - His Conversion.                                         We will learn the The Stepping Stones of Conversion. 
Each conversion is unique and personal but follows the same important steps.                                                                                                                                           It starts with Fear (respect) of God – Eternal, Sovereign, Creator, Holy.
As you may well know, the teenager David, the eighth son of Jesse,                   a shepherd boy, was picked by God to be the next King of Israel.                                                          Why did God select David to be the next king, a mere youth?                                                         God looked on David’s heart and saw him as a true believer,                         describing him, ‘as a man after Mine own heart’.                                                                                     God showed Samuel that David was His choice.     1 Samuel  16v12,13.                                              “And the Lord said, ‘Arise, anoint him: for this is he.’                                    Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.”
So, let us turn to the Psalms for help. To see David’s beliefs.                        David was born some 3060 years ago, 1040BC.                                                  
Christian conversion starts with: -     
1. Fear of the Lord. Respect and acknowledgement of Who God is.  
2. A deep awareness and acknowledgement of our sinfulness. 
3. Sincere personal faith in God and true repentance.
4. Experiencing God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness. 
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These are experiences which each of you can have.
As a young teenager he was a shepherd boy                                                                     often spending nights on the hillside watching over his father’s sheep.     Have you seen the night sky? Maybe at Dalesdown.                                                Let us join David on the hillside. The night is clear, and a host of stars are spread across the vast sky. There is the moon and the planets too.                                                                 David observed the night sky and wrote: -                                                                     Psalm 19v1. ‘The heavens declare the glory of God.’                                  . Psalm 8v3-4. “When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers…what is man, that Thou art mindful of him?”                                                                                                                       David is humbled before God his Creator.                                                                      David sees his insignificance compared to the vast night sky.                          David has a correct perspective of God, His Omnipotence, His Omnipresence, and His Omniscience.                                                                            He no longer sees himself as all important. He is humbled.                                                                                 Is this your view of God?                                                                                                        So must we be humbled.
Psalm 14v1. ‘The fool hath said in his heart, “There is no God.”’                               David knew how foolish it is to say, ‘There is no God.’                                                           Do you say this?                                                                                                                     You may not actually say it in words                                                                            but, if you have not sought the Lord as your Saviour                                                              then this is as good as saying it.                                                                                                                                                                                                   Psalm 139v7-12. ‘Thou art everywhere. There is nowhere to hide'.                                     As David observed the insects at his feet, the flowers, the grasses                he realises the greatness of God The Creator.                                                        David knew that he could not hide his sin from an all-seeing God.                       As a younger boy before his conversion, he knew that he had lied to his parents, disobeyed them at times, thought sinful thoughts.                            Remember, God looks on our hearts and sees our motives.                                            We can have no secrets from the All-seeing God.                                                           This should convict us of our sin.                                                         
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Psalm 40v1,2. “I waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.”  His Rock was the Saviour, The Lord Jesus Christ.
David knew heartfelt conviction of sin which bogged him down in miry clay, he felt that he was in a pit like a lost sheep waiting to die.                He thought of how he, as the shepherd, would rescue the trapped sheep from the pit with his shepherd’s crook.                                                            He knew from experience how risky it was. He could fall in and die.                                                                      It made him think of the promised Saviour - that Christ would rescue him and die for him, so that he could live eternally.                                                                                                                          That his feet would be firmly set upon the Rock that is higher than him.    Psalm 61v2. “From the end of the earth will I cry unto Thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”             Do you feel bogged down in the miry clay of your sin?                                                 Do you feel trapped in the pit of despair?                                                   Christ alone is the Saviour you need. Sola Christus.
Psalm 32v5. “I acknowledged my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.”                                                                        Iniquity – Immoral and grossly wicked behaviour.                                            Transgression - an immoral act considered to be against God’s Holy law:                                                                                                                               This was David’s conversion experience –                                                                               see here his heartfelt repentance and desire for forgiveness.                                                       Here we see his recognition of God’s Holiness and abomination of his sin.                                                     Have you ever prayed like this? This is sincere repentance.
Psalm 103v12. “As far as the east is from the west,                                                     so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.”                                                                        David spent long hours with the sheep – Day and night.                                           He observed the rising of the sun in the east and its’ setting in the west.      He knew that east and west never meet.                                                                      David knew his sins were completely forgotten by God. 
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Being converted he had a desire to please and obey God.                                                He wrote in Psalm 19v14, “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.”                                                                                                  Is this your desire?
Psalm 23. “The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not want.”                               As their shepherd, David cared for his sheep                                                                     and knew the Lord as his Shepherd, Guide, Protector, and Saviour.                                                                                     Just as he spent day and night with his sheep, he knew that the Lord was with him all the time.
Psalm 27v4.”One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the House of The LORD all my days.”                                            David’s first desire was to praise the LORD, now and for all eternity. 
These extracts from David’s words and prayers written in the Psalms                   can be used as a pattern for us to follow.                                                                  Every converted person experiences the same great change of attitude toward God – faith, repentance, a new life with the Lord.                             All are moved to ask the same great questions. Have You?   
1. Have you realised that it is God Who made the Heavens and the Earth? God has given us our living soul.
2. Have you realised that God is Holy and is unchangingly Eternal, Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient?
3. Have you realised that your Creator God knows all about you? And that you can have no secrets from Him?
4. Do you believe that God is willing to hear your repentant prayer? Have you ever been deeply troubled through conviction of your sin and feeling sorry, asked Him to forgive you the guilt of your sin?                                                                                                                                            Only those who have had these thoughts are forgiven.                                Have we had David’s conversion experience for ourselves? 
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Do you feel that you have been lifted from the miry clay of sin                              and had your feet set upon the Rock? Upon the Lord Jesus Christ?
Do you know the Lord as your Shepherd?                                                                  Do you daily sense His nearness and protection?                                       Test yourself.                                                                                                                       What is your greatest desire and ambition?                                                      If you are truly saved you will want to be with the Lord and His People – in this life and for eternity.
David lived about 3,000 years ago but his advice to us all in Psalm 34v8, is: - “O taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.”  Tested and tried.
I came to know the Lord as my Saviour and Shepherd 68 years ago                       and I can vouch for His mercy, grace, kindness, and saving power. Christian conversion brings about the greatest change that can ever come in a person’s life, young or old.                                                                              How wonderful it would be if you were to be, like David                            , ‘crowned with God’s lovingkindness’ in your early days.
Important Thought for us Today:  
Can a child be saved?                                                                                                              Yes! The Lord’s rebuke to his disciples in turning the children away shows that children are very important to God and can be saved.                       His surprising teaching is that although an adult and child are saved in the same way, the adult is the one that has to become like a child to be saved! (Mark 10v15).  Humbled, with a feeling of need and dependence.                                                                                                         Once an adult or child realises their sinfulness and responds in repentance and faith, they can and will be saved, regardless of age. Biblical examples of children being saved are: -                                                       Timothy, who knew the scripture from a child (2 Timothy 2.15);                          Samuel who responded to God’s call whilst young;                                                                               and David, whose testimony is outlined in today’s lesson.                             Will you, like David, seek the Lord now, while you are young?

