 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 90
Judgement and Deliverance 
This week – We continue our series on how God blesses those who exercise faith in Him.  
NOTES                                                                                                                               “They have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” 1 Samuel 8v7.
Aim. To persuade the children that it is great folly to follow the Children of Israel by rejecting the Lord as our King. To remind them of God’s great love and patience with proud rebellious sinners such as us.
“Pride goeth before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.”  Proverbs 16v18. VA
How proud and foolish to ignore the danger signs VA
of a cliff edge and to fall over the cliff to our death.

Spiritually, how foolishly it is to say in our hearts, 

“There is no God.”   VA Psalm 53v1.
“The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”

Calamity follows this attitude – Nationally, individually.

Our next two week’s lessons will provide real-life examples and show us how true God’s advice is.
We will discover what happened to 

a Nation and then a young man when they became

too proud to respect the Lord and His ways.

This historical account 
has important lessons for us today.

After receiving God’s call as a child 

Samuel was faithful in serving the Lord.
Samuel had grown up 
to become Israel’s Priest, Judge-Leader, and Prophet. 

He is now approaching the end of his life 
as Prophet, Priest, and Judge.
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The People Demand a King.

Without seeking the Lord’s will the people demand a king to be their Ruler and Judge, rejecting God’s gracious rule of leadership, freedom, and fairness.
How foolish the Israelites were in rejecting Theocratic Rule (God’s Direct Rule)!
God‘s Good Ruler 
– Samuel - Had devoted his life to God’s service.
Samuel: - 
As Priest (mediator between man and God, 
running the Tabernacle Services and Sacrifices), 
As Prophet (preaching God’s truth), 
As Ruler (guiding the people in God’s ways), and 
As Judge (judging legal cases, visiting many cites to do so). He had tirelessly and consistently 
acted with humility. obedience, and faith.
Power had not corrupted him like it had Eli’s sons.
- he lived in deep respect of God’s holy standards.
We learn from 1 Samuel 12v1-5 that the people 
could not charge him with any wrongdoing.
They did not care 
that their rebellious attitude would hurt Samuel.

Nor did they care what God thought of them.
Samuel was offended by their demands for a King.
Faithfully He took it to God in prayer. 
God, also very displeased, said to Samuel, 
“They have not rejected thee, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” 1 Samuel 8v7.
This was the Great Sin of Discontentment 
and Ingratitude towards God.
The people had so much to thank God 
and Samuel for, yet they were dissatisfied.
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Sin is always selfish and hurtful.

It gets in the way of our relationship with our God.

It also hurts those we love.
Let us examine our hearts for selfish pride.
The sin of discontentment VA
first appeared in the Garden of Eden 
- Adam and Eve wanted more than 
God had blessed them with. 
Their ingratitude led to eternal paradise being lost, 
only to gain Satan’s false promise of ‘freedom’.
We must search our hearts to see if we ungratefully complain - then we must repent of our sin.
The history of Israel, 

since they were released from slavery in Egypt, 

is of repeated unfaithfulness to God.

Neither has this behaviour towards God 



changed down the course of history.

Even though the Lord has demonstrated 
His love and mercy in the costliest way 
through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ 
on the cross, that sinners may be saved.

People still continue to follow any religion, philosophy, 

or life-style which is against God, 

as though the true God 

was an undesirable and unreasonable tyrant.
Are you running away from Him, 

His love, and His Commandments?
God Concedes to their wishes
and Gives Them Their Heart’s Desire – A King.
They would be in His Sovereign Permissive Will.

Note: God never forces loyalty 
and obedience on unwilling people.              
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“Nevertheless, the people refused to obey 

the voice of Samuel; and they said, 

Nay; but we will have a king over us;

That we also may be like all the nations; 

and that our king may judge us, 

and go out before us, and fight our battles.”

1 Samuel 6v19,20.   VA
What is your heart’s desire?

Is it to be the same as the worldly crowd around you, whether good or bad? 

Are you happy to mix with them?
The Israelites wanted to exchange The King of Heaven,


The Lord of Lords, The Sovereign, Creator, God


for an earthly, fallible, King.

What a bad exchange!
Graciously, God gave ample warning of the sadness and danger they will face when they have their desired King.

God asks them, (and us), 
to examine their own rebellious and sinful ways.
Graciously He offers forgiveness to all 
who will sincerely repent and return to Him.

“God Save The King” – 
Samuel Anoints Saul - The First King of Israel.
God leads Saul to Samuel 
when Saul searched for his father’s lost donkeys.
Samuel passes on God’s charge to the people, 
(1 Samuel 12 vs14,15):  VA
“If ye will fear the Lord, and serve Him, and obey His voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth over you continue following the Lord your God: But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then shall the hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against your fathers.”    
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Samuel also advised and reminds the people, 
(1 Samuel 15 v24):   VA
“Only fear (trust) the Lord, 
and serve Him in truth with all your heart: 
for consider how great things He hath done for you.”
May we too come to the Lord Jesus Christ 
in true repentance and faith.
We must pray like the Prodigal Son, 
“Father, I have sinned against Heaven, and in Thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called Thy son.”  
(Lord, please forgive me)   Luke 15v21.   VA
Important Thought for us Today: 
If God is Sovereign, 
why does He allow us to go our own sinful way, and suffer the consequences of our sin? 
Known as His Permissive Will.                                                    God does not treat us as robots or puppets on a string. 
He allows us to use our wills.              
We are responsible for every one of our actions. 

The problem is our wills are corrupt 
- so, we are very prone to make the wrong decisions.

Firstly, if we proudly and resolutely resist 
and ignore His call to repentance and faith 
He will allow us to experience sadness. 
He wants us to repent and return to Him 
and seek and find His forgiveness and comfort.

Secondly, if we are Christian believers 
we may make the mistake of wanting something 
so much that we do not seek God’s will.
We convince ourselves that our will is God’s will.

OR we do not apply the principles of His Word 
to our decision and make mistakes. 
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Many have wanted something so much that, 
in their reasoning, 
they force it into being conforming to God’s will. 
Sadly, 
principles of Biblical discernment may be overlooked.

Seek guidance from the Lord 

and apply His principles to our decision. 

We must ask questions such as: -
‘Will it bring glory to God?’

‘Can I take the Lord with me?’ 

OR ‘Will He withdraw from me?’
‘Will it occupy too much of my time?’ 
‘Will my service for the Lord 
and attendance at church be affected?’ 
‘Will my faith in Christ be compromised?’

So, please prayerfully and honestly ask – 
Am I satisfying all of the principles of God’s Word?
Let us not live to please men


But to please God.

Let us not live in a proud and selfish way

 but live under God’s Sovereign Will.
