   Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 89
Judgement and Deliverance 
This week – We continue our series on how God blesses those who exercise faith in Him. NOTES.                                                                                                     The LORD called, “Samuel, Samuel.” Samuel answered, “Speak, LORD; for Thy servant heareth.”   1 Samuel 3vs4,9.

Aim. To understand that even as young people we can hear the Lord calling us to know Him personally and live in obedience as a Christian.
Some challenging questions: -

1. Can children and young people be converted?
2. What makes a person a Christian?
3. Does being brought up in a Christian home and attending church make me a Christian?
4. How do we know if we are converted?
Samuel Hears and Answers God’s Call.
Hannah was childless and asked God, in faith, for a son.                             ‘O Lord of Hosts, remember me, give me a child,                                          and I will give him to Thee.’
God heard her prayer, instructing Eli, the Priest, to tell her ‘Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of Him.’ 1 Samuel 1v17.
God answered her prayer;      Samuel – ‘God has heard’                                                 Samuel was born to Hannah and Elkanah.
Hannah kept her vow to give her son to the Lord,                                                    to serve in The Tabernacle, under Eli the Priest.
Samuel grew up ‘in favour with the LORD and with men’
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In contrast to Eli’s evil sons, Samuel obediently, willingly and respectfully looked after God’s Word; (then in Scroll form comprising the 5 books of Moses).
Despite his good behaviour and caring for the scrolls, “Samuel did not yet know the Lord” 1 Samuel 3v7.
You may respect God’s Word, the Bible, and we trust that you read it daily, you still may not personally know the Lord savingly.
God’s call to Samuel by Night.                                                       God’s call to Samuel was audible (heard).                                                 At night God called ‘Samuel, Samuel’, three times;                        Samuel mistakenly thought it was Eli calling. 
On the third time Eli realised it was the LORD calling Samuel. 1 Samuel 3v9.                                                           God’s call is not audible today but will be ‘heard’ when we: -

1.  Begin to really understand Gospel Truth                                        – A Saviour has died to save sinners.
2. Believe that He died to save me - taking the guilt of all my sin upon Himself.

3. Are ashamed of how offensive our sin is – we want to be forgiven by God.
4. Repent - believing this message is for me. God loves me so much. John 3v16.   VA
Like God’s call to Samuel this is personal.                                  Have we ‘heard’ God calling us?                                It will not be audible.                                                      Is our conscience being pricked?                                  We ‘hear’ God’s call when we read the Bible and when we hear the Gospel being oreached.
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We must answer God’s Gracious Call as Samuel did. Follow Eli’s advice to Samuel - respond,                                       ‘Speak LORD, for Thy servant heareth.’

‘Speak LORD’ – Recognising that God’s Truth is of vital importance to our souls. It is an urgent call.
‘Thy Servant heareth’                                                                                    – We must respond like Sanuel.                                                        With humbled souls, prepared to listen and obey.                              We must pray with the following elements in our prayer: -   VA                                                                                               We do not ask you to repeat a prayer which we have worded. It must be your own words.                                    It must be sincerely from your own heart.
‘Dear LORD, I believe what the Bible, Thy Word of Truth, teaches about me and my sin and Your readiness to forgive me.                                                   I believe that the Lord Jesus loves me and came from Heaven to die on the cross in my place, as my substitute.                                                                             Lord, I ask You to forgive me all my sin, receive me, and give me a new heart to love You.                                        From now onwards I promise to live in obedience to Thy commands, and to serve Thee as Thy willing servant.                                                                              Lord help me to hate my sin and turn from it’ VA
Samuel was tested to prove that he did know God.                          Do we pass the test?
Samuel’s new faith was tested                                                                     - God asked him to tell Eli that the priesthood                               was to be removed from him and his family.                                                        Samuel obeyed telling God’s words to Eli in love. 
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The Lord asks us to speak of our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to others, to encourage them to turn away from this world’s evil attractions,                                                                         to put Him first in everything we do,                                       to read and prayerfully obey His Word,                                 to regularly attend worship                                                       to sing His praise, hear His Word                                                            and actively serve Him.                                                                        Have we done this?    VA
We must not fear men or opposition from the world.

Samuel went on to be a faithful OT Prophet who preached the Holiness of God and encouraged the people to follow the Lord.
We too must, like Samuel and Timothy,       VA                                        Paul wrote to young Timothy,                                          ”Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of Whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”                                                                                                                            2 Timothy 3v14-15.
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Important Thought for us Today:                                    Ask yourself - Do I know the Lord as Samuel did? 
Samuel was well liked and did all that Eli asked of him; obedient and willing, always in the house of God;                                and yet it was not until the Lord personally called him                       and he responded in repentance and faith                                                           did Samuel know the Lord as his personal Saviour. 
The same is true of us.                                                                      Church attendance or family connection cannot save us.                                                     Each of us must have a personal Christian testimony that tells of how the Lord dealt with us and how we responded individually in repentance, faith, and obedience. 
The method of conversion is always the same,                        whether Samuel, us, or anyone else;                                        we need to recognise that we are needy sinners condemned in God’s holy sight.                                                                     We can only be forgiven and made right with God because He sent His Perfect Son, Jesus Christ, to take the eternal punishment that we deserve on Calvary’s Cross.               God, The Holy Spirit, gives us Faith so that we can repent and believe. 
Have you heard God’s call to repentance?

So, please prayerfully and honestly ask -                                            Do I truly know the Lord?                                                               Is this my experience?
