 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 85
The Christian Pilgrimage – Judgement and Deliverance  
This week – We continue our series on how God blesses those who exercise faith in Him.      NOTES
Lesson Aim – To teach that God is full of mercy, VA
and willing to save us from our rebellion. 

But, like Gideon, we must be willing to destroy the other ‘gods’ which we have put in His place. 

Joshua had faithfully led the People into the Promised Land.

The Canaanites were so evil (Child sacrifice to idols)

that God gave their land to the Israelites.

Land was allocated to each tribe and the families settled.


They had a measure of rest and peace.
There was still further occupation to be achieved.

Dying Joshua’s charge to the Children of Israel: - VA
“Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left”                Joshua 23v6.
Continue to be obedient and faithful to The LORD God 
Who had so richly blessed them, and their souls, 
in The Promised Land. 
Serve Him and put Him first.
Obey My Commandments given through Moses. VA
I AM Jehovah-the self-existent One.
No idols – “No other ‘gods’ before Me, 
No other ‘god’ in My presence.”
Sadly, his charge was soon ignored by the next generation.
Forgetting Joshua’s advice, 
and what God had done for them, 
they soon began to worship the pathetic, 
perverted, and evil
idol-gods of the Canaanites.
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Remember Baal worship included the sacrifice of their children.


How evil they were! VA Picture
The people became complacent, 

taking their blessings from God for granted.
God withdrew His protection – 
For 7 years the people were overpowered 
by the enemy, The Midianites. 
The Midianites attacked and took their harvest 
making them feel humiliated, poor, hungry, 
and separated. 
The people had to hide in dens and caves to keep safe.
All the effort they spent on tilling the ground, planting seed, 
and waiting for the harvest was wasted.
There are always consequences for our sin.    VA
Sin steals away God’s peace from our souls. 
Sin humiliates us and separates us from God. 
We hide, growing spiritually poor and hungry. 
Sin will always overpower us if we neglect the Lord.
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” VA Romans 6v23

Their sin led to their being: - VA
1. Made poor. Spiritually poor. No place in Heaven.

2. Humiliated. A pathetic laughingstock.

Taking away integrity, self-control, peace.


Making them ugly in God’s Holy sight.
3. Separated from their God, and Saviour,
The only One who can bless and help them.
What can be done?
They cried out to the Lord for help and deliverance. 
The Lord graciously answers their repentant prayer.
We too must cry out in repentant prayer to the LORD. 
God will answer sincere, repentant, prayers. VA
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Gideon Serves The Lord.
Jehovah (The LORD God) 
chooses and instructs faithful Gideon.
Gideon is threshing his corn secretly in the wine press.

There is something important that he must do 

before he engaged the Midianites in battle.

The idol Baal and his altar must be destroyed.
‘The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.’  ‘Trust Me, Gideon.’
‘Destroy the altar of Baal. 
Replace it with an altar and sacrifice to the LORD.’   VA
The same principle applies to us today.
We too must turn from our past sins – 
giving up love of self, and this world’s pleasures.
How can we expect God to bless us and 
forgive us our sins if we keep returning to them.
True and sincere repentance 

means turning completely away from our sin 

and putting them and our desire for them behind us.

We can only do this with the Lord’s help.

When temptation comes to us, 

stop and say, “Get thee behind me Satan.”

If we love the Lord 

then we must be faithful and stand for Him and Gospel truth.

In 1612 many faithful preachers were thrown out of 

the C of E because they preached the truth. VA Picture
We must not be afraid of those around us 
who may well criticise us and attack us 
with words of ridicule and scorn and even physically.

It is never easy to leave the wide road of this world 

and stand out in the crowd.
Have you an answer for the Atheist?
Even family and friends may oppose and intimidate us.
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I remember a man who became a Christian in his late teens.


He shared a bedroom with his older brother.

At night he would kneel down by his bed 

and silently say his prayers.
His brother made fun of him and teased him but he persisted.
A few months later his older brother became a Christian 

and now joined him if evening prayer.

Gideon at night, faithfully and bravely, with ten others, 
destroys Baal’s altar and idol statue. VA Picture
In the morning the Baal worshippers cry out, 
‘Who has done this to our god?’ ‘They must die.’
Joash, Gideon’s father said, 
‘If Baal is a real god? let him deal with Gideon.’

Gideon, despite all the opposition, 
faithfully stood for the Lord and was kept safe.

Being strong in the LORD he took delight in obeying 
and standing for his God.

Gideon, having met this great test,

was now ready to go to battle with the Midianites. 

We will see what happens next week.
The Holy Spirit gives True Christians    VA
the confidence to know and stand for God’s truth.
We gain the knowledge of Biblical Principles 
by prayerfully reading The Bible,

hearing the preached messages, 
and proving God in our lives.

Who will you trust? The LORD, 
OR a ‘god’ of your own making? Even ‘no god’?
Many today have made their own false gods. 
Some even mixing error with truth. 
The Lord warns us against adding to, 
or taking away from, what is in The Bible.
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Surely, we must only trust in The One True God, 
The God of The Bible, and His Truth.
He alone is The Eternal God,    
The Creator. He has given us our life and our soul.

He alone is The One Who has infinite power 
over sin, death, hell, and the grave.

He alone has the power to save us 
from the guilt of our sin. 
He died to save us.
What amazing love God shows to sinners like us! 
He calls us to repent and believe 
in the sacrificial work He accomplished 
when Christ died on Calvary,


victoriously rose again,

and ascended into Heaven. VA
The Apostle warns of the danger of not worshipping God 
as He reveals Himself in His word,    VA
“Because that when they knew God, 
they glorified Him not as God ….
Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and changed the glory 
of the uncorruptible God 
into an image made like to corruptible man.”    
Romans 1v22-24.
Important Thought for us Today: 
We often associate the worship of idols 
with pagan religions. 
Surprisingly there are many man-made gods 
in our lives today; 
even in churches that claim to be ‘Christian’.  
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God asks us to trust Him in faith (Hebrews 11), 
to worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4v23), 
yet we often trust by sight alone.  
Making visual items 
to help us worship the one true God is idolatry.

This may take the form of a crucifix, 
or a picture or image of Christ.  
A false idol is also made when we worship 
our own made-up understanding of God; 
changing the truth that He has set forth 
in His Word about Himself. 
Examples are: 
Atheism – Saying there is no God, 

Unitarians and JW Denying the Trinity 
and limiting Christ to a mere man/prophet. Muslim.
Relying on a Priest, Mary, or a Saint 
to present us to God 
rather than relying on Christ 
and His righteousness alone to do this. 
Beware the error of some churches today 
that salvation is achieved by loving Jesus, doing good - totally omitting the need for personal repentance 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ alone.
Such false idols and man-made ‘gospels’ 
can never make us right with the One True God.

They must be completely removed from our thoughts,

Rember our Aim – To teach that God is full of mercy, VA
and willing to save us from our rebellion. 

But, like Gideon, we must be willing to destroy the other ‘gods’ which we have put in His place.
Our repentance must be sincere – turning away from our sin and asking God’s help to put it behind us. 
