Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 84
The Christian Pilgrimage – Judgement and Deliverance
This week – We continue our series on how God blesses those who exercise faith in Him.    NOTES
And Achan answered Joshua, and said,                  “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God                        of Heaven, and thus and thus have I done”                              Joshua 7v20.   VA
Aim. To show that God cannot be deceived, 

and that sin has costly consequences 

both in this life and eternally.   VA
Let us ask ourselves the question, 

“Do we take what we learn 

from our lessons at EDT seriously?”

How much respect do you have for God’s holiness 
and the coming Judgement Day?

You may have a vague awareness of God.

But not enough to reverence Him properly. 
He is our Sovereign Creator. 

Our reverence is demanded.

Maybe you convince yourself 

that God does not see your sin. VA
Achan had this very attitude.
Achan Hides His Sin. VA
Or at least he tried to hide it.
The Children of Israel saw with their own eyes 
God’s power and mercy.
Release from slavery in Egypt, Red Sea, Provision in the desert, The Law, etc.
The Walls of Jericho fell by an act of God;
the Children of Israel just obeyed.
Rahab’s house on the wall 
was miraculously saved because she put God first.
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There were Conditions for Victory 
and Future Blessing. 
“And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.

But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the Lord: they shall come into the treasury of the Lord.” (Joshua 6v17-19).   VA
Usually after a battle the people were allowed 
to take any treasures (spoils) for themselves. 
But God said, 
for this battle all the spoils were for Him alone.
God warned clearly – anyone who took for themselves would bring trouble on everyone.
With confidence a small army went out to destroy Ai, (the next city), but the Lord’s power and protection had been withdrawn.  
Why? What sin had been committed?
Achan was Tempted to Take 
of The Forbidden Treasure in Jericho.
He could not resist taking a rich Babylonian garment 
made of gold and silver, money and gold bars.        
He deliberately took them and hid them under his tent; 
thinking only he knew.
Consider Achan’s thoughts of conscience.


These things, although very valuable, 

were of no use to him.

People would notice if he spent the silver and gold.
People would notice 
if he wore the Babylonian garment.
So, Achan had to live with this conscience,

But it did not bring him to repentance.
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No Secrets from God – 
He Knows All, He Sees All, He Remembers All.
God can even read our thoughts 
and knows our every motive.   
A very solemn, sin-preventing thought. VA
Yet this did not stop Achan from sinning, 
And all of Israel suffered as a result.
The defeat at Ai.

Imagine the shock and humiliation 

when the attack on the next city, Ai, failed.


36 men died in the failed attack on Ai.

What had caused God to withdraw 

His support from them in battle?

Joshua and the Elders were distraught 
and prayed to God to find out 
why He had withdrawn His power from them.

God told Joshua, 

“Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff.”      Joshua 7v11.    VA

God’s Remedy – 
The Offender Must be Found and Punished.
Achan had every opportunity to own up, 
to repent so that God’s mercy could be shown. 
But he kept quiet, hoping to get away with his sin. 
A solemn warning to us.
Do you have secret sins which you think 

the Lord does not know about.

Remember He is Omniscient – All Knowing.
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A very solemn day.

Joshua carried out a search of all the tribes.

This narrowed down

to the tribe, and one family, 
Imagine Achan’s concern when he was selected.   
He was confronted by Joshua,
 and only when there was no escape, 
he admitted his sin.
Leaving our sin to be exposed 

on Judgement Day is very foolish. 

It will then be too late to repent and be forgiven.
Achan’s Guilt Exposed by God.
‘You have taken’ – 
Achan had deliberately 
and wilfully disobeyed God’s command.
We do not just happen to steal, lie or cheat.
Our sin is a deliberate & conscious act,
driven by our sinful nature.
Joshua challenged Achan - “You have stolen” – VA
These treasures were God’s not Achan’s. He knew this.
The Lord Jesus said, 

“Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for My sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.

For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?    Mark 8v34-36.   VA
All that we have belongs to God – 
taking it as our own, and rejecting God, is theft.
Ask yourself – “Am I stealing from my Creator God?”
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Joshua challenged Achan - “You have deceived” – VA
Achan had to live a lie, 
and be devious, to keep his sin quiet.
Our sin makes us lose the sense of right and wrong, making us devious liars, and cheats.
One sin always leads to another. A downhill spiral.

Beware of deceiving yourself – 
“I have not sinned”. 1 John 1v10.

“If we say that we have not sinned, 

we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”
The Awful Consequences of Sin. 
Refer to VA Joshua 7v11.
The cost of Achan’s sin was far reaching – 
36 men died, 
Shame had been brought to his nation and to God. 
He paid for his sin with his own life, and that of his family.
Sin will cost us and those around us dearly 
if it remains unrepented and unforgiven.
God’s Love, and Mercy is Available to Us Now.
God knew that sin deserves His judgement 
and yet He willingly planned in eternity past 
to send His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to save us from it.  At great cost to Himself.
The Lord is calling you, now.

“I have died to save you.” 
Will you repent, and seek Him 
as your Saviour today?
Or will you leave it until Judgement Day. 
Achan did and it was too late.
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Jeremiah wrote of the all-searching eye of God,    “For My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their iniquity concealed from My eyes.”                     Jeremiah 16v17.   VA
Important Thought for us Today: 

Can God’s order to the Israelites to kill men, women, and children throughout Canaan be justified?  

Does this question that He is a God of Love?  

We note:   

1. This was the judgement of God on an intensely evil society. 

The Canaanite worship of their idols included the brutal sacrifice of their own children, and this gross sin required immediate intervention by God.                      
2. The victories over Jericho and, later, Ai were achieved by God without man’s aid.

All the later battles were preceded by an offer of peace, if the Canaanites would accept God’s rule for the land (the 10 Commandments).

But these were vehemently rejected by all the tribes and cities, (except the Gibeonites, (see Joshua 9)). 

3. After Jericho, and Ai, the Canaanites started the battles in defiance of God’s offer of peace, and His declared rule in the land.

Our Aim. To show that God cannot be deceived, 

and that sin has costly consequences 

both in this life and eternally.   VA
God is serious about sin. 

That is why He sent His Son 

to die for sinners on Calvary.
Did He die to save you?
