Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The New Testament – Lesson 80
Good News of Salvation in the Saviour’s Parables 
This week – We continue our series of lessons based on some Parables of the Lord Jesus Christ. Notes.
“Well (done) thou good servant: … thou hast been faithful in a very little (thing).” Luke 19v17.    VA
The Parable of The Pounds.                                       The Lord told this parable because many thought 

that He had come to set up a kingdom on earth and to release the Jews from Roman rule.   

They were looking for an earthy kingdom 

with Him as their earthly King.                          

He wanted to make it clear that His message was about how they lived before God.
A Parable of A Nobleman and Ten Men. 
Today we will learn that the very first act of faith 
is to respond to God’s call to repentance, 
believing (exercising faith) in 
His sacrificial death upon Calvary.
The Nobleman – The Lord Jesus Christ – VA
Now in Heaven, awaiting His return at the end of time when He will come back again 
to hold His Last Judgement.
He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings.

The 10 Men – People, like us, VA
who have heard God’s Gospel of Saving Grace.
The Pounds – God’s Word of Gospel Truth – 
Precious and valuable. To be used.

To be believed - told to others.

Three Different Responses
while the Nobleman (King) was Away. VA
As we think of these 3 responses let us 

examine our hearts to see which group we are in.
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1. The Rebels – While the King was away these set themselves up to be self-appointed rulers – 
making laws in direct opposition to those of the King.
2. The Faithful – Servants of the King 
who, following His instructions, used the ‘Pound’ that
He gave them wisely, 
such that it would make a very valuable return.
3. The Unfaithful – Lazy - heard the Kings instruction but did nothing with their ‘Pound’.
Full of self-interest.

What Can We Learn From This Parable?
What Can We Learn for our spiritual benefit?
Let us consider the elements of the parable. VA
The Nobleman – The Lord Jesus Christ 
is currently away in Heaven; 
He had come from Heaven as a perfect Man,

Born of a virgin, 

such that the sin of Adam was not in Him.
He lived a perfect life 

yet took the punishment of death upon Himself 

when He went willingly to the cross

to die for sinners like us.
He died and rose again the 3rd day 

and then ascended to Heaven.

He has promised to return 
as King of kings, and Lord of lords, to Judge everyone
for how they have lived

to reward with eternal Heaven or eternal punishment.
The Pounds – God’s Word, The Bible, The Gospel. VA
The truth is given to us – 
The Gospel offering of a Saviour Who died on Calvary in our place to save us from God’s Judgement.               What a mighty truth this is!
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The Rebels – There are many of God’s citizens 
who reject Him outright.       VA
  They continue to live sinful lives of rebellion in, 
unbelief, pride, disobedience, theft, hatred, lies, covetousness, and lust – 
without feeling any shame or sorrow for their sin.
  They know their lives are sinful 

but do not care about this. 

They have no concern to live to glorify God.               
The Faithful – Those who have repented.   VA
Believing in Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord – seeking to live their lives 
in obedience to the 10 Commandments, His Holy Law.
They are concerned to live to glorify God. 
This would build their character for good. 

  They spend their time witnessing – 
testifying to others of His love and mercy.
  Their testimony is by the way they live their lives 

before others – by gracious words and obedience. 

They know that:-

He died to save them, 

taking the guilt of their sin away

He has promised to come again 
and they gladly await His Judgement Day.
They spend their time worshipping – 

Praising God for His free salvation.

Not only in Church Services on Sunday.

They have joy in their hearts every day.

Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5v22.                    We notice one brought back 10 pounds and another 5 pounds.   

There is a reward in our witnessing to others.               By God’s grace we may, through faithful witnessing, bring 10 or 5 people to the believe in the Lord. 
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Psalm 89v15.

“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.”
The Unfaithful – These have heard the Gospel many times but have not come to the Lord           VA
in repentance and faith. 
They have ‘wrapped it in a napkin’ 

- hidden it away from their thoughts – 
not using God’s truth to bring their souls to salvation. Note God’s Judgement.
“Take from him the pound, 
and give it to him that hath ten pounds.”
The King of Kings, Jesus Christ, 
Will Return to Judge Everyone.
“Behold, Now is the Day of Salvation.” 
2 Corinthians 6v2.  VA
We must ask ourselves – VA
How will I stand before Him on that terrible day? There are only 2 types of people in the world. 
Remember, we are all responsible to God. 

He is our Creator. 

He gave us life and a living soul.
Which category are you in?    VA
1. The Rebels and The Unfaithful are One Type. 

They said, “We will not have this Man to rule over us”. They rejected God’s gracious offer of Gospel Forgiveness in this life which results in eternal punishment for sin.
2. The Faithful – 
Those who ‘invest’ their Gospel knowledge

And use it wisely. 
They come to Jesus Christ seeking forgiveness. 
They are rewarded with God’s forgiveness.
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And protection 
and guidance in this life, 
and God’s reward of eternal peace 
and joy and happiness in eternal Heaven.

What a wonderful investment! VA
This is an eternal investment.                                     Earthly investments finish at death.
“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal.” Matthew 6v20.
The Lord Jesus said, “For the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with His angels; and then He shall reward every man according to his (faithful) works.”                                                                  Matthew 16v27.
Important Thought for us Today: 
What is Faithfulness to the Lord? 
The very first act of faith 






is to respond to God’s call to repentance, 
believing (exercising faith) 
in His sacrificial death upon Calvary. 
‘Faith to believe’ is the gift of God which The Holy Spirit places in our souls to bring us to repentance. VA
For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.            Ephesians 2v8,9.
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We must continue to use faith every day. 
We are not in this world merely to have a good time, sinfully pursuing our own selfish interests. 

If we are a Christian our life is not our own, 


it is given us by God.

It is given on trust, for us to glorify God. 
Remember question 1 in the Catechism:-

What is the chief end of man? Why are we here?

Answer. To glorify God and enjoy Him for ever.

God has created us for His glory.

We glorify God when we believe that God sent His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ to die as our substitute 
on the cross taking the punishment for or sin.

If we know Christ as our Saviour and Lord, 
we are expected to grow in faith by being faithful 
and obedient to Him. Sanctification.
We must keep nothing back, seeking to follow Christ entirely, fully, with our whole heart. 
We must accept every duty without regard to its cost, giving our whole energy to the work 
and service of Christ, seeking to imitate Him in all the elements of His character. 
So, pray, asking for more faith.

At the end of our life, we must render an account 
of it to Him who gave it to us. 
Will the Lord say to us on Judgement Day? 
“Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
Matthew 25v21.
