Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 67
The Christian Pilgrimage – Pictures of Salvation and Heaven.                         

This week – We continue our lessons teaching us about how to live now, anticipating Heaven. NOTES
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, … purge (cleanse) your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”                              Hebrews 9v14 VA
Last Week – Moses and Joshua had been up Mount Sinia to meet with God to receive the 10 Commandments.

God also gave Moses 

detailed instructions for His worship.

For the sacrifices

For the Tabernacle. 

The Tabernacle    VA
45x15x15 Feet
    Holy of Holies
15x15x15 Feet
    Holy Place
30x15x15 Feet
The Outer Court
150x75 Feet
The Day of Atonement.
Atonement – To make reconciliation 
between two opposing groups.

Means At One with God

The sinner reconciled to the Holy God.

To repair the damage done by Adam.

This is the work of the Saviour 

– The Lord Jesus Christ.

We are all like the people 

who worshipped the Golden Calf Idol last week.
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We can have idols which come before the Lord God.

The Tabernacle, with its’ Sacrifices–VA
A ‘Map’ of the Way To Heaven. VA
1400 years before Christ came to earth, 
God gave Moses exact and detailed instructions
for every part of The Tabernacle’s construction, 
and what they represented.
Seven Pictures of How God 
would bring Salvation to Lost Sinners.
1. A Meeting Place – A Large Portable Tent, 
A Church in the Desert. To move with them
God wanted to meet with the people, 
accept their praise and worship, 
and hear their prayers.
The People worshipped outside the Tabernacle perimeter.

Only the Priests entered the Tabernacle, 

representing the People before God.

Showing us that God is not far away from us 
and wants to have fellowship with us.
God is Omnipresent – Present everywhere.

The Lord Jesus Christ is our High Priest,


Representing believers in God’s Holy Presence.

2. Two areas within the Tabernacle 
- The Holy Place and The Holy of Holies. 
No ordinary person could enter either of these Holy Places - but on ‘pain of death’.
Teaching that no sin, or unforgiven sinner, 
can ever live in God’s Holy presence.
The Lord Jesus Christ is our High Priest,


Representing believers 
in God’s Holy Presence in Heaven  VA.
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3. The Curtain (Veil) 
– Separating The Holy Place and The Holy of Holies.
A constant reminder that their sin 
had placed a barrier between them and God.
You all recognise that if you have done something wrong that you need to be truly sorry and apologise.
The Lord Jesus has made the way possible 

for us to ask God for forgiveness.

This Veil was torn from top to bottom in Solomon’s Temple (Tabernacle) when Christ died on Calvary. 
When He cried “It is finished” on the cross 

He had now made a way for us
into God’s Holy presence.
He had Atoned for our sin. Reconciled us to God. VA
4. The High Priest and The Holy of Holies.
Only once a Year on The Day of Atonement could the High Priest enter here with the blood of sacrificed animals - for his own sin, and for that of the people.
Teaching that one-day God would send a great Mediator 
– a ‘Go Between’ to represent sinners before God. This would be The Lord Jesus Christ, The Saviour.
The Mediator – Immanuel – God in Human Form. VA
5. The Sacrifices – A Picture of Christ, 
The Lamb of God Dying on Calvary. 
The High Priest had to sacrifice animals, 
showing the people the awfulness of sin.
Animal sacrifices could not save anyone – 
the people had to look forward to Christ.
Hebrews 9v22, 
“without shedding of blood is no remission (of sin)”.
The people waited in silence to see if the High Priest 

came out alive from The Holy of Holies.
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Until he came out they could not see him, 

but he had bells on his robe which they could hear jingling as he moved around in side.

If this stopped then they knew 

that God had not accepted the sacrifice.

God will only accept us if we believe in, 
and plead, Christ’s shed blood for our sin.
Last week we reminded ourselves of the Passover in Egypt when the Angel of Death passed over the houses with the blood of the sacrificed lamb painted on the doorposts and lintel.

The people were safe by sheltering in the house.

All a picture of Christ coming 

to shed His precious blood years later.

6.  A Scapegoat – One who Takes the Blame, 
or Punishment for Another.
Symbolically, The High Priest laid his hands upon 
the head of a goat confessing the sins of the people. The goat was led out into the wilderness 
and never seen again.
This showed that when we repent and believe 

on the Saviour then the guilt 

of our sin is taken away, 

never to be charged against us again.

Completely forgotten by God.

God will only punish sin once. 


Either Christ or Us.
The Lord Jesus Christ takes the blame 
for our sin on Calvary for all eternity. 
It was a finished work.

“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  Psalm 103v12.  Note – East and West never meet.
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7. A Place of Burning – Outside The Camp.
The bodies of the animal sacrifices were 
to be taken 4 miles away and burnt.
Teaching that all who do not accept Jesus Christ 
as their personal Saviour must suffer 
an eternity of punishment for their sin, 
far away from God’s Heaven.
It is Vital that we believe in God’s 
meaning of each of the above ‘pictures’.
Each of these was a Type of Christ. 
A picture pointing to the Saviour on the cross.
People study a map to find where a certain place is situated and how to get there.
If we follow God’s ‘map’ and go to Jesus Christ 
seeking pardon for our sins and for a new life, 
we shall be forgiven and saved. 
There is only one way of Salvation.
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and gold … But with the precious blood of Christ”,               1 Peter 1vs18-19.    VA
Important Question for us Today:  
What does Biblical Atonement mean?  
Atonement means Reconciliation; 
Reconciliation is the act of bringing two opposing parties together, making them At One. 
Our sin has separated us from God - it is our guilt of sin that must be removed for us to be reconciled (At One) with God. 
God’s Holy Justice requires that our sin must be eternally punished. 
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We cannot make reconciliation with God ourselves.  Yet God is so merciful and gracious that He has taken the initiative to reconcile us to Himself by devising a wonderful plan in eternity past. 
He would send His Eternal Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to come as a Perfect Man, 
(keeping all the Law of God), to die on Calvary’s Cross. 
By dying, (the wages of sin is death, Rom 3 v23), 
Jesus Christ, as a substitute, 


took guilt of His Peoples’ sin 
Himself on the cross, suffering the eternal punishment which the sinner deserves. 
For us to be reconciled to God, 
we must come in repentance of our sin 
and have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our personal Saviour. 
We must also recognise that His death 
was an act of Atonement – 
removing that which separates us from God. 
Christ takes away all our sins’ guilt 
and gives us His righteousness 
which is what God sees instead of our guilt.  (Galatians 3v6)

Abraham was counted by God as righteous 
because he had sincere faith in God 
and looked forward the Lord Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour and Lord. 
Did the Lord Jesus Christ die for you?

Has He Atoned for your sin?

Are you reconciled to God?

Seek Him today in repentance and faith.
