Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 66
The Christian Pilgrimage – Pictures of Salvation and Heaven.                         

This week – A new series of lessons teaching us about how to live now, anticipating Heaven.     NOTES

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image (idol, other gods) … Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor serve them.”                                     Exodus 20v4,5.

Recap. The Children of Israel, who had moved into Egypt when Joseph was raised by God to be 2nd to Pharoah.

He had warned of the 7 years of plenty  VA
to be followed by 7 years of famine. This happened.
They were made slaves by a new Pharaoh who did not remember the blessing that Joseph had brought upon Egypt.
God kept Moses safe as a baby    VA
and he was brought up as an Egyptian prince. 
At age 40 he defended an Israelite slave but killed 
the Egyptian and had to run away to save his life.
40 years later, aged 80, God spoke to him through
the burning bush, Burning, but not consumed.
God commissioned Moses to go to Pharaoh and say, VA
“Let My People Go”,

Moses asked, “Who shall I say hath sent me?”
God said, “I AM that I AM hath sent you.”

The Eternal, Almighty and Sovereign God.

10 plagues were sent by God. The final was the death of the eldest son who was not sheltering in a house with the blood of the sacrificed lamb painted on the door posts and lintel.
The Angel of Death Passed Over the houses of the Israelites where they were sheltering under the blood. VA
Pharoah let the people go but hardened his heart VA
and chased after them to take them back as slaves.
God miraculously opened up the Red Sea and the Children of Israel crossed over safely on dry land onto the other side.
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The Egyptians were all drowned 
as God allowed the waters to flow back.
The Golden Calf – A Man Made Idol.   VA Picture
The Children of Israel 
Knew Fully the Care and Blessing of God.
The Lord had miraculously rescued them from 
a life of misery and slavery in Egypt, 
leading them to Canaan, 
the Promised Land, 
full of plenty and God’s rich blessing.
Moses and Joshua were called to meet with God 
at Mount Sinai to be given the 10 Commandments; 
God’s holy Law which brings peace to all who obey it.
But the people 
became bored of waiting for Moses to return, 
quickly forgetting all that the Lord
and Moses had done for them, 
persuading Aaron to make a ‘god’ of gold.
They began to pine for fun and entertainment.


They knew that God would not allow them 
to do what they wanted to do,
so they demanded an idol 
which could not see what they planned to do. 
Imagine how horrible it would be 
if a young man or young woman 
who had just got married to each other, 

found their wife or husband, a few days later,
in the arms of another lover?
This is exactly how the children of Israel behaved 
in this historic event that we're considering today.

They had recently solemnly promised their devotion 
to the Lord God but they broke it a few days later.

We call this human characteristic as being fickle.
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Do you detect a fickleness in your own character?
A lack of sincerity? Easily breaking your word? 

Let us search our hearts and ask the Lord to help us.

Aaron should have resisted their request.
It was his priestly duty to remind them 
that they should remain faithful to God. 

But he gave in and went along with their sinful demands.
We must not get impatient with God 
for He does all things after the council 
of His own will and in His own time.
Ephesians 1v11, “according to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.”
There is a Cost of exchanging God’s blessings 
for Immediate Sinful Pleasures.
They wasted all their gold and energy 
to make this useless ‘god’. 

They wanted a ‘god of their own’, an impotent idol, 
which would not, and could not, 
demand holiness and obedience – 
but it cost them all their energy and goods. 
The gods of this world are costly 
stealing our honesty, self-respect, chastity, loyalty.
The gods of this world are sinful pleasures including drugs, drinking, smoking, lusting, pop music, discos, films, TV entertainment, gaming, our smart phones.
Even good things such as leisure, sport, outdoor pursuits, can overtake our time and become a ‘god’.

If they come before our worship of the one true God 

then they are an Idol. Even self can be an idol.
But our God is a holy God and He has holy jealousy against us if we bring an idol before Him. VA
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Let us examine our own hearts to see if we have any of these idols and put them away.

They Sold their Entire Future for YOLO – 
“You Only Live Once”. 
‘Live now, ignore God, do as we please, enjoy sin, experiment with evil things.’ No limits.
The Lord God is not pleased with this attitude 
and sees it as a great sin. 
Nothing is hidden from his eyes, not even our thoughts.

Short Term Selfish Gain 
Which Brought Eternal Consequences.
They sinfully tried to mix the worship of God 
with the worship of this idol. This never works.
The fun of dancing round the Golden Calf 
soon became a drunken, lustful, orgy.

Morning came bringing shame and regret. 
They had no peace with their conscience, or God, 
and no lasting joy or pleasure – 
leading to immediate judgement – 

3,000 were put to death
and to face eternal judgement after death. 
This one night of frenzied sin 
threatened to end all their blessings from God.

They were ready to sell their entire future 
for a few worthless hours of sinful fun.
When we throw away our self-control 
sin takes over and ruins everything.
Many people today suffer depression 
due to the unhappiness that wilful sin brings 
as they deliberately go against their conscience, 
where God’s law is ‘written’.
We know these things are wrong.
5

The Consequences of Sin.
There are always consequences for what we do.

God is very gracious and will bless us if
we seek to obey him and seek forgiveness 
for our sin by sincere repentance.

But God in His Holiness has promised 
to judge us for our wilful, and unforgiven sin.

God’s Law is Broken – VA Picture
Moses symbolically broke the tablets that God’s Law was written on - to show the gravity of their sin and their broken relationship with God.
Enemies of God - the attitude of enmity towards God shows that we wilfully reject God 
and do not want His rule over us. 
We naturally choose to live as enemies of God.
God Must Judge - This wilful breaking of God’s perfect law and rejection of Him as Lord deserves His holy and righteous punishment – to be banished from Him for all eternity.
Moses pleaded with God to turn from His Holy anger.
Yet in God’s Mercy and Grace He Provides a Saviour!
This historic incident shows us the true nature 
and ugliness of our attitude to a Holy God.          
As rebels we do not want to, nor can we,
bring ourselves to be right with God.  
Yet in great love the Lord Jesus 
came to bear the eternal punishment of our sin.                  
He, who had no sin, bore the punishment of every impure, unclean act and thought that we have done. 
To be saved, 
we must bow before Him in repentance and faith.
Will we reject such a Saviour, 
just for a present, fleeting, selfish, sinful life?
6
The Apostle John wrote,     VA
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are, and were created.”                                      Revelation 4v11.
Important Question for us Today:  
Is God against our having fun and enjoying ourselves?                       The answer is emphatically NO. 
He wants us to enjoy Him and His peace. 
He created us as human beings with a soul 
to enjoy Him in this life and throughout eternity. 
Part of our soul enables us to have a sense of humour 
and an ability to experience deep joy and happiness. 
A walk with God 
(through repentance and faith 
in Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord) 
is the only way we can experience true Christian joy, love, real and lasting happiness, peace, contentment, and good, honest pleasure, etc.  See Philippians 4v8.
The Lord’s 10 Commandments 
are given for our benefit and not to spoil our fun. 
The first 5 are couched positively – ‘Thou shalt …’, 
The last 5 are couched negatively – ‘Thou shalt not …’ 
BUT all of them are for our good. 
Firstly, to understand God’s holy standard – 
to show us that we are sinners needing repentance 
and forgiveness. 
Secondly, having been forgiven, 
and with His help to keep them, 
we will live happier lives now. 
A foretaste of Heaven.
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Remember, the chief end (purpose) of man   VA
is to love God and to enjoy Him for ever. 
Is this your aim?
We will not achieve this blessing 

if we have any form of Idol in our hearts. 
Remember, the Lord has offered to save us 
from the slavery of sin 
and commands us not to share our allegiance to him 
as our Saviour and God 
with anything that God would see as an idol.

True Christians seek to be faithful to the Lord. 

Are you a true Christian?

