Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Gospel of Luke – Lesson 65
Lessons From People Who Followed Jesus                         
This week – completing our series of lessons which teach us how to savingly follow Jesus Christ. NOTES                                                                                      “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”                          John 3v16.
 Revision - The Lord Met The People’s Needs.
1. A Young Couple – Mary and Joseph – 
Descendants of King David.
Where did they live?

Lived at Nazareth, Engaged, Angel Gabriel visits -                The promised Saviour to be Born.

How did Mary view her Son?

Mary knew she needed a Saviour -                                  accepting God’s will for her life - had great Joy.

Mary praised God, her Saviour – 
Do You Know Him and praise Him as your Saviour?
2. Working Men – The Shepherds of Bethlehem - Tough Men. Received surprising news at night. 
What were they told?                                             “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”
Where were they to find this baby? 

In a stable, laid in a manger.
Went to the stable to worship.
Aware of God’s great glory and holiness, received the message with reverent awe.
Have you, like them, acted, 
without delay, on what you have heard?
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3. An Army Officer – A Centurion – Well Trained – 
A Commander of Men.
What was his problem?

His servant was dying, 
What did he do about it?

He asked Jesus to come to his house.

How did he feel when he realised 
that the Lord was on His way to his house?

Felt unworthy. Humbled.
What did he believe?
He believed Jesus is God 
- that He could heal by a command. 
He believed in a way that the Lord commended.            Do you humbly believe?
4. A Housekeeper – Mary, Who Lived With Her Sister, Martha. The Lord came to their house.
Each sister reacted differently.
Mary stopped work 
- thinking it more important to listen to Jesus. 
She put the Lord first, listened carefully,
What did Martha do?

Martha was annoyed and complained to the Lord.
What was the Lord’s answer to Martha?

Jesus said Mary had made the better choice.

Will you turn from your business, to make the best decision, to sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to Him?
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5. A Wealthy Tax Collector – Zaccheus - Lived in Jericho.
How had he become so very rich?

He took more than he should have and kept it for himself.

What did he do to see the Lord 
as He passed that way?

He climbed a sycamore tree to watch and listen secretly.
What did the Lord do as He passed the tree?

Called Zacchaeus down to talk with him.

What did Zacchaeus do?
Obeyed the Lord, glad to have Him at his house, 
repented, gave back sinful gains.
Zaccheus’ repentant heart was completely changed to obey his Lord. Is yours?
6. A Street Woman – Washed Christ’s Feet With Her Tears & Expensive Ointment.
A notoriously sinful woman, 
gate crashed a Pharisees’ house to worship the Lord.

What was the Lord’s attitude to this sinful woman as she washed His feet, anointing them with ointment?
He spoke kindly and forgave her all her sin.

How did she respond? 

Tears of gratitude overwhelmed her 
because the Lord forgave all her sin.
Are you willing to give your all to the Lord 
out of gratitude for His forgiveness?
We are never too sinful to be forgiven 

if we sincerely repent and look to the Saviour.
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7. Two Possible Recruits – 
Shown The Right Way To Follow Jesus.
What was wrong with their attitude?

Volunteered in the wrong spirit. 
‘Yes Lord, but’ - other interests more important.
Rejected by the Lord - trying to follow Jesus 
BUT also wanted to stay in this world.
If they persisted in this attitude 

they would never come to Christ to be saved.
True Christianity has nothing to do with this world.
Are we making the same mistake, 
wanting this world more than the Saviour?
8. Children – The Saviour Welcomes All Ages To Come To Him.
What was the disciples’ attitude to the mothers 

who brought their children to the Lord?
The Disciples turned them away.

What did Jesus say?

Jesus said, ‘Suffer, Let them come to Me’.

What does this tell us 

about the Lord’s attitude to each of us?
He cares for us. We are important to Him.

Young People more easily understand 
the need of forgiveness from their Creator.
Jesus bids you come to Him in faith 
and repentance while young. Have you come?
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9. A Sorrowing Widow – 
Who Met The Lord of Life at Her Son’s Funeral.
What did the Lord to the widow?

“Fear not.”
What did the Lord say to her dead son?

“Young man, I say unto thee, arise”.
What happened?

The boy immediately sat up and spoke.

How could the Lord do this?

He is Omnipotent God.

He has power over Life and Death.
The sorrowing widow discovered 
that only Christ had the power to give life.
He is the Resurrection and the Life. 
The crowd witnessed His almighty power.
They all realised that God had met with them to save. Have you met with Him yet?
10. A Dying Thief – 
Who Repented And Was Saved At Calvary.
How did one of the dying thieves show 
that he was seeking forgiveness?
He rebuked the other thief who was critical of the Lord.

What did he ask the Lord?

“Remember me when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom”.

What did the Lord reply?

“Today thou wilt be with Me in Paradise”.

What did this mean?

The Lord had forgiven him all his sin 

and he would soon be in Heaven.
He was a criminal who did not have long to live, 

and at first, he had no time for the Lord.
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He realised that Jesus was God, 
dying to save sinners like him. 
He prayed, ‘Lord remember me’. 
Accepting his repentance, 
The Lord took him into Eternal Heaven. 
Two thieves who were physically very close to the Lord died that day.                                                                     
Sadly, one rejected Christ, 
but one repented and believed. 
What about you? Today is the Day of Salvation.
Tomorrow may be too late.

Paul wrote, “And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ, when He raised him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places”.                       Ephesians 1v19,20.

