Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Gospel of Luke – Lesson 56
Lessons From People Who Followed Jesus.                         
This week – continuing our series of lessons which teach us how to savingly follow Jesus Christ.
NOTES 

The Angel said unto them, “Fear not; for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2 vs10,11.
Ordinary Working Men Believe.
Introduction to Today’s Lesson.
God chose to reveal to these tough working shepherds 
the great news of the Saviour’s birth.   VA
They lived with their sheep 
on the hillsides around Bethlehem.
What comfort and encouragement this gives us 
that God does not choose by worldly status of 

wealth and position, but promises that ordinary people, 
like you and me, can be saved. 
Paul reminds us of this in 1 Corinthians 1v26-31, 

so that no one can boast. Not Mighty, etc.
God chose to speak to these ordinary men.

No doubt they had known of 

a Promised Messiah from OT prophesies.

That a Saviour would come 

to save from sin and eternal death in Hell.

They understood the message as we shall see.
Let us imagine that we are the shepherds 

on the Bethlehem hillside, minding the flock of sheep.

Gathered around the fire at night. Keeping watch for wolves 

and predators seeking to attack and take the sheep.

Suddenly a blinding light appears. 

Brighter than the noon-day sun.
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Shock Gripped the Shepherds with Great Fear.  Luke 2v9.
God’s Angel suddenly appeared. 
The blinding light revealing God’s Holiness. 
Great Awe came over them. 
Immediately they wondered 

if they would perish because of their sinfulness. 

They knew that God hated sin and that they were sinners.
Do you show awe, 

great respect, and reverence to God?

When we read His Word or hear a Sermon -

God’s holiness should surprise us 
as He speaks to us through our conscience.  
He is Holy; He is real. He is Almighty God, our Creator.

We must ‘hear’ His voice with the ‘ear’ of our soul 

so that when we are convicted of sin, and humbled, 
we will respond believingly in repentance.
At EDT we seek to show due awe, respect, 

and reverence in our worship. 

The prayers, the hymns, the readings, 

and the preached word.

We note the graciousness and kindness of God here. 
It may be that the Lord will shock you today!

The Message – Luke 2 v10-14.
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”
God Says To Us, ‘Fear Not, You can approach Me’. 
The shepherds’ souls and minds were set at ease. 

Their fear disappeared.
Good News – 
‘My Promised Son, Jesus Christ, The Saviour has come’.            
There is no greater message of love than this, 
that God, our Holy Creator has sent His Only Beloved Son into the world to save sinners such as us. John 3v16.
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They knew that God would come one day 

to judge all sin.

Was this the time? No. Completely the opposite.

It was time for God to fulfil all His OT promises about a Saviour to come. 

The Messiah – Emmanuel – God with us.

This is a Personal Call to You - This message is calling you, now, to ‘Come to Christ - to worship Him’. 
A call from a disastrous life without the Lord 

to a meaningful Christian life.
Sadly, today, many are not interested - rejecting God’s call.

Will you reject? or repent your sin, 
believe and live a life of purpose. 
with the certainty of God’s promised Eternal Heaven?
Imagine – you have seriously broken the law and the penalty is death. You are in prison awaiting execution. 
Several letters arrive on the day you are to be executed.
You open one. It is from a sworn enemy. 
In the letter he taunts you and you get so depressed 
that you do not open any of the other letters.

The time of your execution arrives, 
and you are led out and put to death.

As they clear out your cell, they find the un-opened letters. These are opened, and one is a pardon for your crime.

If only you had opened it you would still be alive.

We have all broken God’s Law and the penalty is Eternal Death. 
God offers you a pardon (Jesus Christ died to save you, taking you place), but you totally ignore it all your life.

You miss the eternal life that God wanted to give you.

How foolish to reject the Gospel.
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God’s Glory Further Revealed. 
The Angelic Host praised God. ‘Glory to God.’
Sadly, man has turned “Peace, Goodwill to men”, 
into ‘Peace to men of goodwill’. 

There are no men of goodwill.
If we are proud, full of self, we will not hear God’s call.

Great Joy – 
The Shepherds’ fear quickly changed 
to joy and gladness.
The Saviour, promised by God in the Old Testament, 
was born today in Bethlehem.
This joy and gladness will certainly be ours 
when we know our sins are forgiven.
Let us place ourselves on the hillside again.

What will we do?


We have an individual responsibility to act.


Will we go to worship the Saviour?


Will we leave it until tomorrow or next week?

There are serious consequences 

for leaving it a moment longer.

How sure are we of being alive tomorrow?

Our weak desire today may fall away 

to become a total rejection. Never come.

The shepherds were very wise. No debate.
As individuals they all immediately agreed.
‘Let Us Even Now Go To Bethlehem’ –  VA
To worship Christ-  Immanuel, God with us.
The Shepherds heard and obeyed immediately. 
They knew that tomorrow would be too late.
If we hear God’s wonderful message we too must hurry, without delay, and believe it.
To bow our hearts to Christ in prayer – 
seeking His forgiveness of all our sin.
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God’s Message was Found to be True. 
God did not give them vague instructions.


God is always very clear. He is the God of Truth.

They found the Babe in a stable, lying in a manger 
just as the angels said! 
All God’s message and promises in The Bible are true.
A Personal Message – 
calling each of us to obedience, repentance, and faith.  
The proud of Bethlehem did not hear the message. 
The poor and needy did.
The shepherds worshipped the Lord.

They would have marvelled that the Almighty Sovereign God had shown the humble state of His Son.
How He had left the courts of Heaven to come to earth as the Saviour of lost sinners.
Surely, no one could have a lowlier birth 

than in a stable and having a manger for His cradle!

No doubt they would have learnt from Joseph and Mary that: 

1. Mary had conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,

And that Joseph was not the father.   VA
Hence, the babe did not inherit Adam’s 
original sin of rebellion in the Garden of Eden.

2. Mary and Joseph were descendants of King David, 

being traceable back to Abraham, Noah, and Adam.

3. Of the promise that Christ would be born in Bethlehem.

That the mighty Roman Emperor, Ceasar Augustus, would, under Gods’ Sovereign control, order a census which would take Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.

4. They knew that the Lord Jesus would later, 
as a grown Man, die to save them from their sins.

One day they would no longer need to sacrifice a lamb as the Lamb of God had now come.
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They would see all these as the outworking 

of God’s prophesies in the OT.

A Message To Be Made Known To Others. Luke 2v17,18.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child. 
And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds.
Once we know the joy of forgiven sin 
then we must gladly live for the Lord 
and tell others of our loving Saviour. 
If we claim to know the Lord as our Saviour
Then we must live lives to please Him.
Isaiah wrote of his own experience, 
“I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.”                              Isaiah 61v10. 
Our Motto Text is Psalm 5v11. 

But let all those that put their trust in Thee rejoice.
Important Question for us Today: 
Why was Christ born in a stable and laid in a manger?
He came from the glory of Heaven, 
The Eternal Son of God, our Creator, 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 
He came as Immanuel, God with us, 
demonstrating His humility – 
from the highest position in Heaven to the lowest; 
in weakness as a baby, and in poverty, 
so that we could identify with Him. 
He came because He loved us so much that He was willing to mix with sinners, and those who opposed and hated Him. 
He came to die on Calvary’s Cross, not for His own sin (because He had none), but to take the punishment of our sin if we will repent and believe in Him as Saviour, and Lord.

We should immediately join the Shepherds, 
and millions of others, 
in worshipping Him as Saviour and Lord.
