Bible/College Class Notes – Motto Text 2023
This is Our Motto Text for 2023                                                                       

This week – we learn that God is Triune – eternal and unchanging Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
“I am Alpha and Omega, 

the beginning and the ending, 

saith the Lord ... the Almighty.” Revelation 1v8
The LORD Jesus Christ Declares That He Is Eternal God.
We Live within The Limits of Time. VA
God Lives Without Time Limits - in Eternity.
Time started at Creation. 
It will end at the Lord’s return – Judgement Day.
We do not know when this will happen – but soon.
Events in time vary – 


VA
Queen Elizabeth II reigned 70 years and 214 days.
Some are short-lived events: -
Liz Truss lasted as UK’s Prime Minister for < than 50 days.

The Titanic, (largest ship afloat at the time), sank 8 days after completion.     VA
Our Motto Text comes from the very last book of the Bible, Revelation 1v8. VA Motto Text and VA
While Genesis reveals the events at the beginning of the world, Revelation tells us much about the last days, 
and life in the eternal realm. 
It is here that the Lord describes Himself three times as the Alpha and Omega.
· What is in a name?      VA
Why is the Lord Jesus Christ called Alpha and Omega? 
Alpha is the first letter of the Greek Alphabet 
and Omega is the last.
These Names tell us that the 


Lord always was, is now, and always will be.
He is the beginning and ending, the first and last. 
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Teaching us that Jesus is eternal God.
There are over 200 names for the Lord God in the Bible.
Each one describes an attribute or His character. 

We know He is a personal God because He has a name. 
We know what He is like, what He has done, what He will do and how we should relate to Him from the names He bears. He asks us to communicate with Him via prayer.
Alpha makes us think of The Beginning.  VA 

Genesis 1v1, “In the beginning God.” He was there before.
John 1v1, “In the beginning was the Word.” Jesus Christ.
Psalm 90v2, “from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.” Eternally God. Always has been, always will be.
Isaiah 44v6, “Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and His Redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside Me there is no God.”
There was never a time before the Lord God existed. 
He always has been. Everlasting. No start, no end.
Because Christ has always been God, 
He has always been God The Son, 
the 2nd Person of the Trinity.

The Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Immutable- Unchanging.
This is our Creator God. 

The One Who we must revere, worship, and adore.

The One we must have a personal relationship with.

· Coming First. 
Jesus Christ Must Be Our Alpha - First in our lives.
We like to come first – 
to win, to get the best marks, for our team to win.
Top marks are expressed as A, A+, A*
Christ is the Cornerstone of our Salvation. Acts 4v11. Promised from eternity.
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Just as complex buildings require: -   VA

A Master Creator/Designer


A Master Builder


Solid Foundations with


A Chief Cornerstone.

So, we need a solid foundation for our lives.

Isaiah 28v16, Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, (speaking of The Lord Jesus Christ),     VA
“Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” 

Where should we look for the Foundation of our life?
We can look to no better source than our Creator God.

Eternal God – Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent.

What is the foundation of your life?

The Lord, speaking of Himself, said to the unbelieving Pharisees, Mark 12v10

“Have ye not read this scripture; The stone which the builders rejected is become the head of the corner”, 
Paul wrote to the Ephesian believers, 2v20     VA
“And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone.” 
Peter wrote of the Lord Jesus Christ (Quoting Isaiah 28v16) , 
“Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded.” 1 Peter 2v6.
Let us take note of the advice of the Lord, and follow that of Paul, and Peter. 

Remember the parable of the Wise and Foolish Men.

All other foundations are sinking sand.
So, we must remember to put the Lord first in all things.
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Make Him the Foundation of your life. Your Alpha
In every aspect of our life.

· From Cover to Cover, In The Bible.
From Beginning to End, and Everything In-between.
The Lord Jesus Christ has many names. 
He is mentioned in every book of the Bible. Directly or indirectly
In Genesis 3 - the Promised Seed. 
In Genesis 4 - pictured by Abel’s lamb sacrifice. 
In Genesis 6 - pictured by Noah’s ark. 
In Exodus 12 as The Passover Lamb saving the Israelites. We are slaves to our sin. 

We need a Saviour to save us from its punishment.
In John 1v29 we hear John the Baptist preaching, 
“Behold, The Lamb of God” coming to save sinners, 
We see God declaring Christ to be His Eternal Son.
We see Christ as the Sacrificial Lamb.

In Revelation, (the Book of the End Times), 
the Apostle John refers 27 times to the Lamb (Jesus Christ). And 7 times to the Lamb’s Book of Life.

This Book of Life contains the names of all the Elect of God, those for whom Christ died to save.

· Almighty To Save. 
God has infinite power over life and death Rev1v18
The Risen Lord said to the Apostle John, VA
“I am He that liveth, and was dead; and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen.”
He gives us our living soul in the womb, 
our first breath at birth, 
and watches over us until we die. 
He wants us to have fulness of life in our souls – 
the joy of knowing His power to forgive our sin. 
We live in time, but we must prepare now for eternity.
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To receive spiritual life now and eternal life, we must first sincerely seek His forgiveness, admitting our sinfulness, humbly recognising our need of Him as our Saviour.

The Lord has the power to forgive sins. (Mark 2.10).            Once we know the Lord as our personal Saviour,                    we can then experience the elements of His power.                For example: -                                                                            Power over our sin, His help to resist temptation.                                                                  Much power in prayer                                                                         and Power to face future events, including death, without terrifying fear (Revelation 1.17). 
The Lord has promised that any who seriously begin this journey with Him will complete it.                                                        None shall be lost for whom Christ died.                                        “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: (Philippians 1.6). 
Remember He is Alpha and Omega,                                      He is there at the start and at the finish lines,                                         willing and enabling us to complete the course.  
· The Ending. 
When something comes to an end, it is often sad or signifies failure. 
Could the Lord – the Omega – be described in this way too? Certainly not.
It is true He came from unimaginable wonder and splendour in Heaven. He left the perfect safety and fellowship of Heavens’ Glory, to live in a sinful world. to become a Man of Sorrows,      a lowly carpenter from a seemingly irrelevant village. 
Not just this, He was cruelly treated, forsaken by His disciples, and suffered God the Father’s wrath for our sin while on Calvary’s cross, then finally buried in a stranger’s tomb.  
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However, with the triumphant words ‘it is finished’ John 19.30, we know that the Lord was not a failure at all.            In fact, it was quite the opposite. The Lord triumphed over death, our greatest enemy, and purchased life eternal for believers worldwide since time began.                                    He had planned to die on the cross and rise again, remember   ‘I am he that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore’ Revelation 1.18.     Refer to VA                                    The ending on the cross is where we begin if we come as sinners to Jesus.                                                                         Having successfully accomplished His earthly mission, the Lord is now back at the right hand of the Father reigning for ever.  

Not Sad, Quite the Opposite – 
We can have confidence in a Successful Saviour.
The Lord will return at the end of time to judge everyone.

To take believers who have sincerely repented to a new eternal Heaven and Earth. 
What about our ending? 
None of us know how 2023 will end for us. It might end sooner than we think. Only the Lord knows when He will return and end this world of time. (The Bible tells us that creation longs for that day when death and decay will be finished, and all things will be renewed.) He will be the Judge on that great day.          Today, the Lord as the Alpha is saying ‘come unto me’ (Matthew 11.28).       VA                                                              Tomorrow, He may well be the Omega, saying ‘depart from me’ eternally (Matthew 7.23).                                                What is definite is that there is ‘no other name under heaven… whereby we must be saved’ (Acts 4.12).
 May this year be the one in which you too receive a new name — Christian — and begin a life of blessing and adventure, following our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.                          Begin a new adventure with the Saviour today.              Take Him as your Alpha and your Omega.

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.”  Acts 4v12.
Hymn 192, Everyone will bow and confess that Christ is God on the Judgement Day.  

1. At the name of Jesus 
Every knee shall bow, 
Every tongue confess Him 

King of Glory now. 
’Tis the Father’s pleasure 
We should call Him Lord, 

Who from the beginning 
Was the mighty Word:

