Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Gospel of Luke – Lesson 61
Lessons From People Who Followed Jesus                         
NOTES This week – continuing our series of lessons which teach us how to savingly follow Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head."                                       Luke 9v58.    VA
Two Possible Disciples.
If you feel called to follow the Lord 
then this lesson reminds us that 
there is a right way to do it                           
and warns that it will cost us 
in that we must be prepared to give up a number of things when we follow the Lord.
Today we see two Possible Disciples 
But Both Failed The Lord’s Test.
Although they seemed willing, they wanted to follow the Lord in the wrong spirit – with wrong motives.

We have heard in previous lessons of others 
who have followed the Lord correctly 
so, we will compare these two with them.

I hope that you are seeking the Lord 
and are keen to do it the right way. God’s way.
For those who have sought and found Him 
this check will help you see if you are sincere. 

It must be stressed that we must come to the Lord 
as an individual – not as a group or family. 
It is a personal thing. It must be voluntary. 

We all have head-knowledge of the way to come 

but this must be a heart experience of the soul.
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We will now look at these two men.

One Volunteered, saying to Jesus, VA
    “Lord, I will follow Thee withersoever Thou goest.”
Matthew 8v19 describes him as a scribe, 

a learned man with scriptural knowledge. 

He would know from the OT 

of the promised Messiah and Saviour to come. 

We note how confident he is in himself. 

He felt up to the task – no thought of failure. 

Imagine a young man at the outset of war, 

signing up to join the army 

to fight to defend his country. A very noble aim! 

“I am strong, intelligent – I could be an officer.

My country will be pleased to have me in the army.” But he fails the medical.

They discover a serious heart problem
which needs immediate surgery. 

His life is saved 

but he will never be fit enough to be in the army. 

God is absolutely honest with us.

No one is naturally fit to be a disciple of Christ
And in His army.  VA
Naturally we are all fallen in Adam. Sinners. 
We have a serious heart problem. 

God’s Word describes us as being dead – spiritually dead. This means that we cannot come to God 

in repentance and faith in and of ourselves. 

We will see later that God, by His Grace and Mercy, can make us able and willing to come.
Ephesians 2 explains this very clearly. VA

The Apostle Paul, 
under the inspiration of God The Holy Spirit, 
wrote to the Ephesian believers (and to us).
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He reminded them that before God intervened in their lives they were spiritually dead. Spiritually Lost. VA
“And you hath He quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins;
2 Wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience:
3 Among whom also we all had our conversation
 in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, 


even as others.
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for His great love wherewith He loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;)
So, we learn that we are naturally spiritually dead.
We call this being Totally Depraved. Dead to God.
We are naturally disobedient in our sinful lives.

We naturally follow the sinful way of the world.

The lusts of our flesh and of our mind.

Does this trouble you? Are you convicted of your sin? 

Do you acknowledge that God must judge you?                           

We need to be quickened by God. 

Born again from above. The New Birth.
As Nicodemus was told by the Lord.
The Holy Spirit gives Faith to us 

so that we can believe 

that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross 

to take the punishment for sin that we deserve. 
This gift of Faith causes us to sincerely repent. 
Reconciling us to God.
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Paul continues to write in Ephesians 2v8-10, VA
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

10 For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them.”
The Lord knew the heart of this scribe.

The Lord replied, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”                         See Luke 9v57-58.   VA
This was the Lord’s Test. 
“Do you really want the Christian way of life?”
Do you fully realise that if you follow Me 
then you will have to love Me 
more than all other things.  Can you do this?’ 
This is the first Commandment. 

To love God with all our heart and soul.
The Christian life must be Christ-Centred 

lived with Jesus Christ at its’ centre – 
Yes, family, home, etc. are important, 
but we must put Christ first 
because He loves us and has died to save us.
Let us learn from this incident. 

Are we moved by the Holy Spirit to seek forgiveness?
The Other Man was Called by Jesus – 
Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” 
This man said, “Lord, suffer, (allow), me first to go and bury my father.”        VA
Meaning, ‘I must wait until my father has died 
so that I can receive my inheritance’. 

We note that his greatest desire was to be wealthy.
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The Lord’s response. 
“Let the dead, (unbelievers), bury their dead: 
but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.”                                  See Luke 9v59-60.
The Lord meant, “Follow Me now regardless of the cost”.
The Christian life is one of obedient service and self-denial. Our comforts are not in the success or glory of this world - we must look with delight towards Heaven.

Why and How Did Both These Men 
Fail The Lord’s Test? 
Neither came God’s way because they:   VA
Came in their own strength 
– confident they were worthy and acceptable.
Had no appreciation of their sinful hearts 
- needing The Lords’ forgiveness.
Wanted only glory and fame for themselves

· but not the cost of being a follower of Christ.
Compare These With Others 
We Have Recently Learnt About.    VA
Mary – Stopped her earthly pursuits 
to humbly sit at the Lord’s feet 

and to listen to, and obey the Lord.

The Centurion – Felt unworthy that the Lord 
should come to his house. 
He believed that the Lord had the power to speak 

and his servant would be healed.
Zaccheus – Humbly repented, 
was forgiven and showed that the Lord 

had changed his heart.

The Street Woman – Loved much 
because she knew she was forgiven much. 
Some Tests For Us – 
In What Spirit Do We ‘Come to Christ’? 
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What is our driving motive? VA
Do we proudly feel we are doing God a favour? –

 “God needs someone like me.”
Or do we just want the advantages of going to Heaven?
This is insincere, and totally unacceptable to God.
We must sincerely realise that 
we need the Lord’s forgiveness, help, and guidance – We must not seek the worlds or our own glory, 
nor riches, or fame, 
but the glory of His Name. 
Desiring that the Lord Jesus’ Name be honoured by our life.
The Apostle Matthew wrote, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”                                      Matthew 16v26. VA
Do we live by faith to please God? 

To please God, we must meet His standards completely. 

We must have a heart with a character that is pure, 
consistently honest, sincere, and genuine. 

One which loves God above all else and is willing 

and able to keep His principles as written in the Bible 
and on our consciences, whatever the cost; 

in essence - to live like Christ. 

Yet, try as hard as we can, by our own strength, 

we cannot live to such a high standard.  

This is why we need Gods’ forgiveness 
and acceptance through Christs’ death on Calvary, 

and the gift of Christ’s perfect righteousness 

given to us at our conversion.  

Once truly saved, our heart will be changed; 

not wanting to sin but desiring to please God.  

The development of our new character 


following Biblical principles will begin immediately upon conversion and be completed to perfection 

when we enter Gods' Eternal, and Holy, Heaven. 

This is the Biblical principle of Growing in Sanctification.
