Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Gospel of Luke – Lesson 57
Lessons From People Who Followed Jesus.                         
This week – continuing our series of lessons which teach us how to savingly follow Jesus Christ. NOTES -  A new series on people who met and followed the Lord.
The Centurion said to the Lord Jesus,                                        “Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.”    Luke 7v7.
An Army Officer.
The Centurion – A High-Ranking Roman Army Officer.
Well Educated, VA
Trained in the Roman Academy – 
Similar to Sandhurst Army Academy.

He was a high-ranking Officer.


Maybe equivalent to a Brigadier in UK army.

Commanding the Roman Garrison at Capernaum. 

In charge of far more than 100 men.

Covering a large area.


He would inspect his troops from time to time.


His orders were to be given top priority


And obeyed immediately, without question.

Most officers in his position would be very proud, 

haughty, and often cruel. 

Not caring for the wellbeing of their men.

This man was different. We do not know his name.
He was a kind, caring, man. A God-fearing man. 
He had even paid for the local Jewish Synagogue to be built. 
The Centurion’s Great Need   VA
 – His Trusted Slave was Seriously Ill.
This man would have been his Batman. A reliable servant.

But he had fallen very ill. Near to death.
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This was a situation over which he had no control. 
His confidence was shattered.

Normally, he would issue orders and expect to be obeyed.

He spent money on the best doctors, 
but he could not order the recovery of his trusted servant.

When it came to the important things of life 

health, illness, death, grief 

he discovered how ineffectual he was.

He felt small and helpless. He was humbled.
Sometimes the Lord, in His kindness, 
has to send a tragic event into our lives 
to make us stop and realise 
that we cannot live our lives without His help.
We must acknowledge we are not fully in control.

A lesson you all need to learn 
as you grow into early manhood.

Beware of pride and becoming over self-confident.
Many boast of doing their own thing.

Let us learn important lessons today.
1. The Centurion’s Trust    VA
- He Recognised that Jesus Christ was God.
Remember he had respect for the one true God.


The God of the Jews. The Same God Today.
He had heard Christ preach 
and was aware of His powerful healing miracles.
Healing the sick – blind, deaf, lame, etc.
He was not like the Pharisees and Scribes who 

refused to accept the Lord as the Promised Messiah.

He saw the miracles and accepted 
that the Lord Jesus was special. 
believing that He was God, 
and only needed to speak to heal his servant.
3
Have you come to accept and believe that 
The Lord Jesus Christ is Who He really is?   VA
Almighty God. The Creator and sustainer of life.

That He has given you your living soul.

The One Who has all the power to bless the seeker and to Judge those who reject Him.
2. The Centurion’s Shame VA
– Overwhelmed by His Own Unworthiness.
As he considered this astounding fact – that Christ was God.

He knew that God could see his sinful heart.
“Who am I to ask the Lord God a favour?”
He knew that the Lord God is awesome, 
holy and hates all our sin.

Feeling unworthy, he asked the Jewish elders 
to approach Jesus with his request for help, 
and they were glad to do it – 
because they saw him as a good man.
The Lord agreed to come to the Centurian’s house.

Amazingly, the very Lord he was afraid to approach 
and meet face-to-face
was now coming to his house.
Let us stop and consider this.
Have you ever felt like this? VA

Have you felt overwhelmed by the 

enormity of your sin in God’s holy presence?

This is an important first step in becoming a Christian.

If we want to ask the Lord for His help 

then we must be like the Centurian 

and consider how high and holy God is,
and how weak and sinful we are.

Our pride of self must be put to one side.
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Pride is a great sin 
and will keep us out of Heaven if we foster it.

We note that when it dawned on the Centurian 

that he could be soon meeting 
the Lord of Glory face-to-face

 
He soon dismissed his pride 
and his success as an Army Officer.
We too must learn this lesson.
Every true believer has felt this humbling experience.

Have you?   
3. The Centurion’s Great Faith  VA
– He Sends A Message to The Lord.

Feeling unworthy for the Lord to enter his house
 he sent a message to the Lord. Luke 7 v6-8. VA
The centurion sent friends to Him, saying unto Him, “Lord, trouble not Thyself: for I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof: 
Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, ‘Go’, and he goeth; and to another, ‘Come’, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.”
He believed that the Lord could command from a
distance such that his servant would be healed,
just as he commanded the men under him.                     
The Lord Jesus, marvelling at the Centurion’s words of faith, said to the crowd, “I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel”. Luke 7v9.
The Centurion’s Servant was healed 
immediately when Jesus said these words.
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4. So let Us Examine Our ‘Faith’ 
– Is it Real? Or, Is It Mixed with Unbelief?
What would the Lord Jesus say to us today? 
He knows our sinful hearts.
He sees our motives – Why we do things.
Do we underestimate our sinfulness? 
Do we fail to believe that God is Holy?
Are we mistaken? 
Believing we are Christians 
based on our imagined goodness and works 
(e.g. church attendance, good deeds, 
my parents are Christians), 
Without sincere repentance of our sin, 
and without trust in Christ alone? 
Do we allow proud excuses to stop us from truly repenting, and trusting only in Christ? – ‘I am not sinful’, ‘I am too sinful’, ‘I want my own way’, ‘I cannot give up loving the world ’, ‘My coming would be a ‘work’, I’ll wait for God.’
Our sin is a mix of wrong-doing


and not doing what we should do.
True saving faith is summed up by the Apostle Paul 
when he answered the Philippian Jailer’s question, 
“What must I do to be saved?”
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”.   Acts 16v30,31.            
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Important Question for us Today: 
Do we expect God to answer our prayers for help? 
We must first ask, ‘What is our greatest problem?’ 
If you do not yet know the Lord as your personal Saviour, then your greatest problem is your sin 
which separates you from Him. 
This is the first issue 
that you must seek help from God to resolve. 
Graciously, the Holy God has sent His own Son, Jesus Christ, to die on Calvary – as a substitute, in our place, taking the punishment we fully deserve for our sin. 
He has sent the Holy Spirit to quicken our dead souls, 

to give us faith so that we can believe and repent.

He will hear and answer our earnest prayers for help 
as we sincerely look to Him in repentance and faith. 
Once our sins are forgiven, and we are saved, 
then we can bring any unselfish concern 
we have to Him for His attention. 
He will always answer 
according to His Sovereign Will and Purpose.  
See Romans 8v28. “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.” VA
Let us copy the example of this Army Officer. 
He was humbled by the consciousness of His own sin before the Holy God, he believed that Jesus was Very God, and that He had the power to heal his servant.

Do you believe that the Lord Jesus Christ can heal your sin-sick soul?

Seek Him now, Today is the Day of Salvation.
