Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Gospel of Luke – Lesson 55
Lessons From People Who Followed Jesus                         
      NOTES
The Angel said unto Mary,                                               “And, behold, thou shalt conceive … and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. And he shall reign … for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”    Luke 1vs31,33.    VA
We aim to show in our lesson today that the Lord God wants to receive and lift up to a higher plane those who come to see their sinfulness and their spiritual emptiness. Those who put themselves into his forgiving hands for salvation.
The Humility and Faithfulness of Mary and Joseph.
Introduction to Today’s Lesson.
Mary was a young woman who loved her God and who was happily looking forward to her marriage to Joseph the Carpenter. He too believed in the Lord and was ready to obey God's commands in his life.

So, God chose Mary, an ordinary woman, 
to be the mother of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and for her to marry Joseph, her intended husband, 
so as to lovingly care for Him within their family.
Firstly, Let Us Consider 
The Benefits of Christian Marriage.
God has instituted Marriage.    VA
Only between male and female – to be in love, 
and union with each other ‘until death do us part’. 
See Genesis 2 v24 – God created Eve as Adam’s wife.
This union brings great joy and true happiness when husband and wife both know Christ as their Lord and Saviour and are resolved to set out on life's journey together 
with deep respect for the Lord and his ways.
2
and are resolved to set out on life's journey together 
with deep respect for the Lord and his ways.
Think of a triangle with God at the top    VA Triangle
and each person at the other two corners.
Each believer has a personal relationship of love and filial trust and obedience to God. As their Saviour, He loves them.

And each believer also 
has a loving relationship with the other. 

This is more than physical attraction. 
It is a God-given love which includes trust and respect.

They each seek forgiveness from God and from each other 
if they feel they have offended in any way.
Couples who scorn God's commands and go their own way may enjoy short term pleasures, but they miss all the true blessings, help and usefulness to God in their marriage. 
Sadly, their union is very often shallow and short lived.

Married believers seek, with God’s help and guidance, to bring up children in the ‘nurture and admonition of The Lord’.
The Wonder of How God Brought His Son into the World.
Picture Mary in her house at Nazareth 
busy preparing herself for her wedding 
and the days which lay ahead.

Nowhere in the scriptures is she described 
as an especially holy person 
or the greatest of all saints 
to whom we must especially pray. 
These are the erroneous teachings of the Roman Catholic Church which brings Mary between us and God.
God Chose Mary – Not because she was holier than others, nor a ‘saint’, but because she faithfully obeyed God 
by living in humble obedience to Him. 
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She saw herself as a sinner in God’s Holy sight, 
in need of a Saviour. (See Luke 1v47).
She knew all the Old Testament promises 

pointing to a Messiah who would come.

Every Jewish woman had this hope 
of possibly being the mother of the promised Messiah.
Emanuel, God with us.

“Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.”   Isaiah 7v14. VA
God had chosen Mary to be the mother of His son because she was ‘highly favoured’ in His sight.

This does not mean that she was perfect but that she was a faithful, humble, believer.

God Sent a Heavenly Visitor – 
The Angel Gabriel to tell Mary of His Plan.
Initially, in great humility, 
she was troubled in her soul and very afraid.
God’s Message To Mary: (see Luke 1v30-35). VA
‘Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favour with God’. 
‘Thou shalt conceive …, and bring forth a Son, 
and shalt call His name Jesus’.

Mary was initially very concerned. 
‘How could she have a son?’ 
She and Joseph were not yet married, 
and they had never come together as husband and wife.
‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee …: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God’.            Sinless - no human father.
Mary Humbly and Happily Accepts The Angels’ Words. She did not argue, doubt, or proudly boast – just like all faithful believers in Christ – she showed humble submission to God’s Word, fully trusting in it with full obedience.
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She Rejoiced in Song, Praising God –(Luke 1v46-55.).
V46 –“My soul doth magnify the Lord,
V47 - And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”         
Mary believed in the Old Testament Promises 
of a Coming Messiah, The Saviour.
She noted the faithfulness of the OT belivers

She believed Isaiah 9v6,7.   VA
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:      and the government shall be upon His shoulder: 
and His name shall be called 


Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace”.
”Of the increase of His government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, 

                  and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this”.
Note the Wonderful and exalted names 

given to the Promised Messiah.
This would be Mary’s Son – The Lord Jesus.

No wonder she sang her song of praise.
We note that there is nowhere in The Bible 
that puts Mary in an exalted position between us and God. 
That would be usurping 
the Lord Jesus Christ’s position as God’s Son. 

You remember that Jesus said, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”  John 14v6.
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God also sent an Angel Messenger to Joseph. 
The Promise kept (See Matthew 1v18-25).
The man to whom the Sovereign God of the universe would entrust the raising of His only begotten Son on this earth would have to be a man with impeccable spiritual qualities.

Faith, humility, teachability, obedience, etc.

Being the earthly father of the Saviour of the world 
carried with it certain responsibilities. 

It would be Joseph, along with Mary, 
who would show Him how to interact with others.         It is beyond our human comprehension to fully understand that even though the Lord Jesus was Very God, that God placed Him in a loving family to be brought up in a God-fearing home. 

We note that the Lord Jesus was born of a virgin (no earthly father), grew up – a baby, a child, a teenager, and into manhood – yet without sin. 

He could not be our Saviour if Joseph had been His biological father, or if He had sinned even once!

Joseph was also told,                      VA

‘Fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins’. 
Joseph knew and believed all the OT 
prophesies concerning the coming Messiah.

Born of a virgin, to be born in Bethlehem.
Christ had to be born in Bethlehem 
– The City of David. (See Micah 5v2, Luke 2v3-5).
Joseph humbly obeys God and marries Mary.
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God Still Chooses Today – 
He Calls You To Trust in Christ and Obey Him.

God calls sinful men, women, and even children through His word and through faithful preaching. 

There are two types of call from God.    VA
1. The General Call – To everyone.

2. The Effectual Call to His Elect People.

Those who He will saves.

He calls by the effectual call of the Holy Spirit which is accompanied by the Gift of Faith.
He calls us to come to Him in 
humility, faith, and repentance, to become His People. 
He overlooks the proud and self-righteous.
The prophet Isaiah wrote, under the inspiration of God, 700 years before Christ was born,                                “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,  The Prince of Peace.”                                                                           Isaiah 9v6.                         VA
Important Questions for us Today: 
What is Christian Conversion? Am I Converted?
i) Whoever sincerely believes in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord will be saved – whatever their age, gender, race, background, class, education, occupation, or where, or when they live. 
Belief involves recognising that we are sinful, and that Christ died on the cross to take our punishment. 
This causes us to sincerely repent.
ii) Each Christian testimony of conversion is unique. 
The Lord calls each of His People personally and they respond individually – not as a group, or even as a family. 
A Christian must tell others of Christ.
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iii) Nevertheless, the actual way they are converted and saved is always the same for every Christian. 
We must see ourselves as needy sinners condemned in God’s holy sight. 
We must repent, believing that God sent His Perfect Son, Jesus Christ, to take our eternal punishment on Calvary’s Cross. 
Then we grow in sanctification.

So, please prayerfully and honestly ask – 
“Am I converted and saved? 
Is this my personal experience?”
Let us respond as Mary and Joseph did,
In humility and obedient faith.
Seek the Lord today. Do not delay.
