/Bible/College Class Notes - The Christian Pilgrimage – Lesson 54
Salvation and Freedom From Sin’s Slavery                           
This week – continuing our lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.      NOTES                                                                                                          

Jesus said, “Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat, … drink, or … be clothed?  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6vs31,33.
God’s Faithful Provision for The Israelites.
Background to Today’s Lesson 
– God’s Wilderness Provision.
God protected and saved the Children of Israel by miraculously parting the waters of the Red Sea 
- they crossed safely to the other side on dry ground.
Pharaoh met God’s final judgement for his hardened, unrepentant heart.
Consider all the problems of providing food and water for about 2 million people in a desert situation.

How could this be achieved? Only God could do this.
God Provides for All the Needs of the People in the Desert. 
After 3 days of traveling, they come to a large lake.
The Water at Marah - A large, contaminated lake, bitter, undrinkable – the people murmur against Moses and God.

God simply instructs Moses to throw into the water  
a tree that He designated.   VA Before/After
Moses obeys and God miraculously turns it into satisfying, 
refreshing water.
What a remarkable experience! 

We think of: -       VA – Water at Marah
Our Thirst – As we journey through the wilderness of this life our souls crave for satisfaction.
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Yet we need something far more satisfying                      than the bitter, polluted, sinful diet of worldly ‘excitement and fun’. VA Not with sinful pleasures
Do you depend on loud music 

and temptations on social media?


These are the bitter waters of the world.

The ‘thirst’ of our souls needs 
spiritual refreshment which only God can give. 
Living Water – God provides us an exciting experience if we obey and follow Him.  VA Living Water
      The Christian Life is an exciting life. Not mundane.  
The Lord Jesus said, “If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and ‘drink’”. John 7v37.
Jesus said to the Woman of Samaria,                        I AM the Water of Life.           VA Jesus said                                   “But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”                                           John 4v14.

God provides the Christian with a life 

full of direction, meaning and purpose.

The more we read His Word the more

 we discover of His character, love and provision.

He helps us with victory over our sin 

and gives us strength to resist temptation.

When we do sin 

we are driven back to the Lord in repentance.

I have been a Christian for over 67 years and have always found God ready to forgive me and restore me when I sin.
Is this your experience?

Are you thirsty for peace with God?
We now look at God’s miraculous provision of food      for 2 million people. No Shops, No home delivery.
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Soon the food which they had brought with them ran out. God provided for them: -                                                    Manna VA ‘What is it?’, and Quails VA (like chicken) -                            God miraculously gave them food for each day.                Each morning everyone must collect enough for their need.                                       He also gave strict rules - collect double on Friday as none would be provided by God on Saturday, The Sabbath.                    The Manna was small and flaky and could be cooked and baked. It tasted like honeyed cakes.                                     Manna every morning and Quails at night - but not on the Sabbath.
God gives Precise Instructions.


Keeping the Sabbath Day Holy.
Note: 

1. If they greedily and selfishly collected more Manna on one day to save the effort on another day, then it would not keep. It would only keep 1 day. Inedible.

But they had to collect twice as much the day before the Sabbath and God would keep it fresh for 2 days.
2. This teaches us that God has prescribed one way of Salvation. We must not make our own rules.
We can only be saved by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His Atoning Death upon the cross.
John 14v6. I AM The Way – The Only Way.
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”                   Acts 2v12.
We can only be spiritually fed, 
satisfied, and saved by God’s Way.
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We think of: - VA Manna – A Free Gift
A Free Gift – Christ, who came down from Heaven,  freely gave Himself to die on Calvary, taking the punishment for our sin so that He could be our Saviour if we repent and ‘feed on Him’. John 6v33.
Jesus said, “For the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.”
Romans 6v23, “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The people did not have to work for this.
– No ploughing, sowing, harvesting.


Likewise, Salvation is free. It is God given.
Only Christ could bear the punishment for us 
on the cross to purchase our forgiveness.

He is the only perfect one who could die in our place.

I hope that you recognize that you often sin – selfishness creeps in, covetousness, lies, anger, hatred, lusting, etc.

These are ingrained in our fallen hearts.

Even our best deeds are tainted with selfish motive.
We are reminded that our best endeavours 

are seen by God as contaminated by our sin.

We stand before our Holy God in our filthy rags.

God knows all our motives.

He searches our heart.

A Life-Giving Gift – 
The people feared starvation. “We are going to die.”
Can you imagine what it would be like to be starving,    without any hope of food?     VA Picture
But if you are not a sincere Christian then, may I put it to you, that your soul is starving and heading for death.

But, it does not have to be so.

God freely gives the believer daily spiritual life. 
We do not deserve it, we cannot earn it, or work for it. 
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God promises this to us today. He will keep His promise.

The Manna gave life to the starving people. We read: - VAx2
Jesus said unto them, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.”  John 6v35.
The Lord gives spiritual life to His People. Christians.
We are saved by grace – The Gift of God.                                  “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”                                              Ephesians 2v8,9.
Have you received this gift? Is this your experience.
An Unfailing Gift – The Manna never failed 
for the 40 years that they were in the desert.

In the Promised Land they would grow their own crops etc.

God gives eternal life in Heaven  VA Bread of Life
to all who repent and believe in Christ as Saviour.
His provision will never fail. Once saved we cannot be lost. It is for the rest of this life and into eternity.
For Individual Consumption – To be collected personally.

The ground around their tents was covered with Manna but this was of no use to them if they would not personally collect it. What good is a meal on the table if you will not eat it?

We must come personally to God, pleading the shed blood of Jesus Christ when we sincerely repent our sin 
and believe that He died on Calvary for us, 
so that we can have spiritual, eternal, life.
Only you can pray, “Lord forgive me, I believe.”
The Water at Horeb. 
They had now moved deeper into the wilderness.

Moses looks to God for His way to resolve the water problem.          
The Lord tells him to strike the rock. 
Abundant fresh water is miraculously supplied.
We think of: -
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Our Reliance Upon God – We must daily look to The Lord for His help and guidance. He is the only one who can help us.
Moses was blessed of God 

for his faithful leadership for the next 40 years.

Living Testimony – Believers can testify to receiving full assurance of sins forgiven, peace with God, and, as they live obediently, His help in the difficult situations of life.
Examples of God’s Provision for His People.
Never Forget what The Lord Jesus Christ 
has Done for us Sinners.
It is vital that we respond in repentance, faith, and obedience in order to enjoy all the blessings that God has promised us, in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2v10.
VA And Jesus said unto them, “I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst”.                John 6v35.
Important Lesson for us Today: 
Far from being dreary and sad, the Christian life is full of adventure with many remarkable experiences in this life, and beyond into eternity.        
The miraculous provisions described in this lesson 
are used by The Lord Jesus as a picture of Himself. 
He said that He is the ‘Water of Life’ for our souls. 
(Study John 14v4, Revelation 21v6; 22v1,17); 
and that He is ‘The Manna’, ‘The Bread of Life’, providing the necessary spiritual food for our souls – forgiveness of sin, full reconciliation and peace with God, a faithful, healthy, and rewarding spiritual life, soul satisfaction based on living for Christ, and eternal life. (Study John 6v31-35; 48-58). 
The Lord is likened to ‘The Rock’ in many scriptures. 
(Study 1 Corinthians 10v1-4, Psalm 31v3; 40v2;         62v2,6,7; Matthew 7v24,25).
