Bible/College Class Notes - The Christian Pilgrimage – Lesson 53
Salvation and Freedom From Sin’s Slavery                           
This week – continuing our lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.     NOTES       God Provides Protection for The Israelites
Background to Today’s Lesson – Crossing The Red Sea.
The Hebrew People, the Children of Israel, 
had been slaves in Egypt for 400 years.

God had raised Moses to tell Pharoah to “Let My People Go.”
God had judged Pharoah and Egypt with 10 awful plagues.

Eventually, after the terrifying Passover Night when all the homes without the Blood of the Lamb on the doorposts lost their eldest son, Pharoah lets the people go.

The shed blood of the Lamb reminds us 
of the substitutionary sacrifice 
of The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
on the cross of Calvary.
Did He shed His blood to save you? Consider the cost!
This lesson overlaps with last week’s lesson on Guidance.
God had guided the Children of Israel out of Egypt 
on their journey to the Promised Land - using 
a Pillar of Cloud by day, and a Pillar of Fire by night.
They are guided to the shore of the Red Sea and set up camp there at Pihahiroth - Pi ha hi roth.
Pharaoh awoke in a Rage, 
And with Hardened Heart, Changes His Mind.
He realises that he has lost all the workers to build his cities.

So, Pharaoh, along with 600 chariots, 
many soldiers, and horses pursues after them. 

The Israelites find themselves hemmed in, trapped between 
Pharaoh’s approaching army and The Red Sea. 

VA Pharaoh’s Army.
Realising that they are in great danger, 
they panic and blame Moses and God    VA
for bringing them out into the desert to die. 
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Foolishly, in unbelief, and ingratitude to God,
they want to return to Egypt - even as slaves.
Events happen in our lives.

These are all under the control of the Permissive Will of Almighty God. He has allowed them for a purpose.

Be very careful, for it is dangerous to blame God.

God is not the author of sin.

His purpose in every experience is to draw us to Him in repentance and faith. To trust and obey Him.
What Can Be Done To Protect Them, To Save Them?
Obviously, they could do nothing to protect themselves. 
They had no trained army, and no weapons.
Moses says to them in faith, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.”  VA
He knows that God will intervene and save them.
He knows that God did not bring them 
out of Egypt to die or to be re-captured.
We learn from this that: -

1. God will save us from the slavery of sin.
2. And that the Lord God 

has the Power VA to save all who call upon Him.

We must look at God’s way of salvation. 

God covers Pharaoh’s army with the Pillar of Cloud VA
So, they could not see, 
and He uses the Pillar of Fire to provide light throughout the night for the Israelites.

God tells Moses to raise his Rod 
- The Lord parted the Red Sea 
with a wall of water on each side, 
to form a safe path of dry ground, 
and said, “Go forward”. VA
That night the Israelites crossed over on dry ground 
to the other side, to freedom and safety.

VA A New Land

3

The Lord God Protects His People

by Delivering His Judgement on Pharaoh.

Pharaoh and his army pursue. 
They get to the middle of the Red Sea, where God 
causes the wheels of their chariots to fall off. 
They abandon their pursuit. ‘Let us flee’.
God instructs Moses to raise his Rod again 
and the waters of The Red Sea return 
such that Pharaoh and all his army are drowned. Judgement for his hardened heart.
God always keeps His Word – To Save or Judge.

We Learn Much from this about 
the Christian Conversion Experience. VA List
1. Satan is the enemy of our souls.
He will do all in his power 
to keep us captivated in our sin. 
He does not want us to know freedom from its guilt.

But we know that he does not have 
the power to keep us away from God.
2. The Red Sea represents our sin, 
doubts, and fears before us.
They seem unsurmountable.

If you are seeking God’s forgiveness 
then you may be afraid.

‘Hearing the hooves’ of Satan’s army, 
‘Thundering behind you’- afraid to stand against him.
Our sins are in our thoughts. We know that they are there.
We are convicted by them.

There is a great barrier of guilt between us and God.

We know that the ‘wages of sin is death.’ 

Staring us in the face.
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At first you may, as a seeker, find it hard to repent 
and pray for forgiveness, find it hard to stop sinning. 
– troubled by a ‘sea’ of doubts and fears before you. 
3. The Cloudy Pillar represents God’s 

almighty intervention.
His intervention is that He has sent His own Son 

to die on the cross of Calvary to save us.
4. Stand Still. Humbly Obey God. VA (
We know that we cannot save ourselves 

or deal with our sin in an acceptable way.

We must humble ourselves and obey God 
and the way of Salvation that He has provided.

5. Go Forward in Faith. VA (
God parted the waters to give dry land 

so that the are able to Israelites cross safely.

God gives His People Faith.  VA Ephesians 2v8. 

With this faith we believe all God’s Promises.

6. The Lord is a Successful Saviour.
All for whom Christ died will be saved.

None will be lost. VA John 18v9.
A new life for every believer. VA (
The Bible tells us that 

we are totally unable to save ourselves, 
the guilt of our sin is far too great.
All have inherited Adam’s Fall – Totally Depraved, Spiritually.

The Lord says, 
“Stop, stand still, Look for My Way of Salvation”. 
I have sent My Son, Jesus Christ, to die for you 
on the Cross to save you. The only way.
The Lord has prepared this ‘dry ground’ for you – that you may believe and have New Life as a Christian.                 “Go Forward” VA (
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Believe My Promises. Accept Christ as your Saviour”. 
God’s work of New Birth in our hearts 
will cause us to pray sincerely for forgiveness,        
and as we turn from our sin, 
our prayers will be heard and accepted by God.
By looking in repentance and faith to the Lord, 
Satan is defeated, never to enslave us again.
Isaiah wrote, “Incline your ear, and come unto Me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you”.               Isaiah 55v3. 

Jesus said,  “Ask, and it shall be given you;  seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”   Matthew 7v7.                                                            
Important Lesson for us Today:     IF Time
Pharaoh Hardened his Heart through his repeated refusal to submit to God. 
God reinforced Pharaoh’s heart in his hardened state 
such that he would never seek forgiveness of his sin. 
We too can be in great danger of hardening 
our heart towards God.       
We know much about Almighty God our Creator, 
of His Holiness. 
He has declared that He will Judge all sinners who break His Holy Law with everlasting separation from Him. 
We have also heard of His Mercy, and Grace in sending the Lord Jesus Christ to perfectly fulfil The Law. 
He came to die in the sinners’ place, to shed His blood, 
so taking upon Himself the punishment for their sin. 
He rose again the 3rd day, ascending into Heaven 
to plead for those for whom He died. 
He has promised to return at the End of Time to Judge everyone and usher in His Eternal Heaven. 
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We may know this glorious Gospel Message well BUT may not have personally responded to it in repentance and faith.           To continue rejecting Christ as Saviour 
is acting just like Pharaoh, Hardening our Heart. 
We may be tempted to accuse God of being unfair to set a very rebellious hardened heart such that it cannot repent, BUT we must remind ourselves that Almighty God is Sovereign, and that no one deserves to be forgiven and saved.
It is all of His Mercy and Grace.

‘The wages of sin is death’, Rom 6v23, VA
Which also says to us, “The gift of God is Eternal Life.”
God in His Mercy offers us forgiveness. 
“Behold, now is the accepted time; … now is the day of salvation”. 2 Cor 6v2. VA
