Bible/College Class Notes - The Christian Pilgrimage – Lesson 50
Salvation and Freedom From Sin’s Slavery                           
This week – continuing our lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.            NOTES
Resisting The Lord – The Ten Plagues 
Background to Todays’ Lesson.
God had heard the cry of His people 
for deliverance from slavery in Egypt.
Moses, now aged 80, was called by The Almighty, 
Sovereign and Gracious God, ‘I AM THAT I AM’, 
to go to Egypt to tell Pharaoh, “Let My People Go”.
God gave Sign Miracles, His promised help, 
and help of his brother, Aaron. 
Moses and Aaron Faithfully Present God’s 
Demand to Pharaoh. 
A Reasonable request – ‘Let My People Go, for 3 Days, to Worship Me’.   God calls us to worship Him. 
Do we answer as Pharaoh did? 
‘Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice?’, 
or say, ‘Why should I listen to God?’
God Backs Up His Demand with 10 Powerful Plagues.
We learn from God’s dealing with Pharaoh 
that it is dangerous to resist the Lord God, 
setting our hearts against Him in unbelief. 
Each plague was set against an idol god of Egypt.

Consider each plague: -
1. River Nile Turned to Blood – Once life-giving water, a god to the Egyptians - now bringing death. 
This disgusting sight reminds us 
of the deadly consequences of our sin.
The Lord Jesus, as God, said I AM the Water of Life.
2

2. Frogs Everywhere – Frogs were a symbol of life 
and fertility to the Egyptians.
Aaron lifted his rod and the frogs multiplied.

God allowed the Egyptian Magicians to repeat this so that even more frogs appeared.
The situation made worse. These ‘god’ frogs were now loathed. Pharoah chose to ignore God in unbelief.

We can ask God to remove terrible things 
but in unbelief we do not keep our promise to Him.
Unbelief can overtake us to make our lives worse.
Pharoah said the people could go. 

But he changes his mind when the frogs are taken away.

3. Gnats and Lice – Now detested by Egyptians, 
No warning given. Stinging lice and gnats.

The Egyptian Magicians could not repeat this. 

“This is the finger of God.” Ex 8v19.   
Pharoah hardens his heart against God.
Scientists refuse to accept God’s power 
to create and design. 
Promoting the Theory of Evolution.

No Creator God. No Design.
Such hardened hearts.

Disappointments, life tragedies are allowed by God 
to bring us back to Him. 
How do we respond? Do we bow humbly?
The following only happened to the Egyptians.                  The Hebrews in the land and Goshen 
were not affected by the plagues that followed. 

So that Pharoah would know by this separation 

that God loved His People.

Note the division of the world and God’s People.
A believer must separate from the world and its ways.
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4.  Flies – swarms of insects 
bringing disease and death. 
Pharaoh tries to bargain with God. Exodus 8v28. 
God asks us to obey Him fully 
and not compromise by holding onto favourite sins.
We must not try to negotiate with God.

He has spoken. We must obey Him.

All our sin must be repented of and forgiven.

Not just some of it.

Ask God to show you the sins you have not seen yet.
5.  Cattle Disease – A great death among all animals of the Egyptians. But not of the Hebrews.

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. 
Today, we see God blessing His People and His protection of them against the social evils of: -
Divorce, Mental Anguish, Drug and Drink abuse, Pregnancy outside of marriage, Abortion, Sexual confusion, Suicide, Euthanasia.
If we do not want to be a holy people 

and constantly dismiss the blessing of the Lord, there may come a time when He will no longer plead with us.
6. Boils – No warning.

The Magicians and Egyptians all affected.

This should have made them stop 

and recognise the almighty power of God.

God, out of mercy, uses Pharaoh 
as a warning to us to not resist Him.
During our life things we depend upon for happiness 
may be removed.
The Lord is the only One we can depend on.

He is ever faithful and true. Do you question this?
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7.  Hail – Thunder and Fire. Unprecedented in Egypt.

Total consumption of all in its way. Great Devastation.
The Egyptians begin to recognise 
that only God could do these things.

God, through His permissive will and out of kindness, seeks to warn us of the perilous times we live in.

Today we observe that unprecedented events 

are happening in the world.

God has promised that wars, earthquakes, fires, floods, tidal waves, etc. will increase and become more devastating as we approach the 2nd Coming of Christ.

This is God, in His kindness, warning us 

of the impending End of Time. 

The Judgement Day
We ignore these warnings when we reject the teaching of God’s Word, at the peril of our souls!
8.  Locusts – Covering the face of the earth.
Eating everything in their way.

The Egyptian people advise Pharaoh 
that only God could have done these things.

But Pharaoh’s heart was even harder. Against God.

Rejecting and resisting the Lord 

will bring the downfall of a person and even the nation.
A warning to us - living for the pleasures of this world can take us over, to the loss of the peace of our soul.   
9. Darkness – 3 Days – They could not see each other.

The Egyptians worshipped the sun. Ra.
They could not even see to light a candle.

How frightening this was for them.

The light shone for the Israelites in Goshen.

Pharaoh concedes and says, “Let the people go”.
The light returns.
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But the Lord hardens Pharaoh’s heart. 
Pharaoh breaks his promise 
and will not let God’s People go.
We see here the consequences of rejecting God.

After each of the first 8 plagues 
Pharaoh hardened his own heart. 

He observed that God, in completely removing each plague, showed His mercy in restoring things as they were before the plague. 

This reminds us that God has promised to remove all our numerable sins when we trust in the Saviour.

The Egyptians did not have a real God 
to call to for help.

Only we in the Christian Church has a God 
Who will hear and answer us. 

He is the I AM. The same God Who Moses believed in and Who demonstrated His power in that day.

Yet, Pharaoh became more and more resistant to accepting the mighty power of God.

We now read that God set Pharoah’s heart in this hardened state so that he never would believe.

You have heard the Gospel call to repentance 
and faith in the Saviour many, many, times.

Have you responded in humble submission?

Are you hardening your heart by waiting for God to demonstrate His awesome power in allowing a great catastrophe in your life?

Beware, if you continue with this attitude, it is possible that God will harden your heart such that you will never repent and believe. Lost forever.
Our souls are in darkness. Total Depravity.
Causing us to reject the Lord and His Gospel call.
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Do not ‘scream out’ in your heart to God, 
“Go away, leave me alone, leave me in darkness”. 
      Rather, cry out for light and life in Christ.
The Lord Jesus said I AM the Light of the World.

He has promised to light our way to the foot of the cross to repent and believe in His sacrificial death.

We will look at the 10th Plague next week.
Do not Harden Your Heart Against The Lord. 
Today is the Day of Grace.
If we come in repentance and faith God will not cast us out.   All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.               John 6v37.
We must all bow before the Sovereign God. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “What shall we say then?            Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.        For He saith to Moses, I will have mercy on Whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on Whom I will have compassion”.                  Romans 9 vs14,15.

IF TIME - Important Lesson for us Today: 
Can and does God perform miracles today?  
Yes, because He never changes. 
BUT a careful study of God’s Word shows that He only performed these miracles at special times, through selected faithful men. 
We use the term ‘Sign Miracles’, as they were to authenticate the person God used – 
e.g., Moses, Elijah, The Apostles. 
These men were also used of God to write Scripture 
under the inspiration of God, The Holy Spirit. 
The Lord Jesus Christ performed many miracles to authenticate that He is God. 
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Now that we have The Bible, God’s completed Word,         we have all we need to know, so we no longer need men working miracles today.      
God can still answer prayer in a miraculous way – 
e.g., to heal a sick person etc. 
BUT He does not use men in the way He did in the Bible. 
The greatest miracle that God performs today is that  of the Holy Spirit quickening  (renewing a spiritually dead heart)  to cause the person to repent and believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 

The quickening work of the Holy Spirit is the New Birth. 
Born from above.         Read Ephesians 2v1-10. 
“Today, if you hear His (God’s) voice,                                     harden not your hearts”.       Hebrews 3v15.
Do not harden your heart! Come to the Saviour now.
Pastor Darren Cadapen – Bible Study on The Plagues.
https://eastdulwichtabernacle.org/Exo/the-plagues-of-egypt-applied
