Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel– Lesson 45
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
NOTES

John The Baptist said, “Behold, The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”. John 1v29.
Riddle – We are all affected by this.         Sin  
Sadly, it often is hurtful to others and painful to us.                                         Something we naturally enjoy and find hard to give up. 

Today we will explore the nature of sin.                       
It is very important to fully understand this as it will help us do the right thing to deal with it and its consequences. 
– now and eternally.
We will think of John The Baptist,

The Forerunner of Christ. 

Foretold by Isaiah some 700 years BC.
Isaiah prophesied the appearance of one who would precede The Lord Jesus Christ. Isaiah 40v3.
This was John The Baptist who preached – 
‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord’, 
‘Behold, The Lamb of God, which taketh away the Sin of the world’. John 1v29.                                           
(The word, World, meaning Jews and Gentiles).
So, what is Sin? 

Let us consider 4 important aspects of Sin: -
1. Rebellion. 
Consider a man who hired an expensive car – a Rolls Royce. He signed the contract agreeing to look after the car and treat it carefully, with respect. The intention being that the car would be returned in the same condition he had received it in.
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But, as soon as he drove it away, he began to abuse the car, driving recklessly, far too fast, gathering dents and scratches along the way.                                            He drove it so dangerously that soon he was involved in several accidents, crashing into other cars and property.           
He drove on and decided to keep the car as his own.
Do you think that he got away with this rebellious behaviour?
No, one day the police caught up with him, confronting him with a warrant for his arrest. 
Charged with dangerous driving and stealing the car.

Would you like to be in his shoes?

The Bible tells us that we are in a similar position.

Malachi 3v1. Speaks of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ and of Christ coming to save sinners at His first coming and to judge all unforgiven sinners at His 2nd coming at the end to time.
The question is – “Who will stand?”

All will be brought to justice. 

No one will escape except those who trust in the Saviour, those who have repented of their sin.

Our lives belong to God. 
Yet we take Him, and all He provides for us, for granted - living to please ourselves, enjoying this worlds’ sins.                              
All may seem well now, but one day (at our death or at the end of time God will hold us to account, 
and judge us for all our sin of rebellion and unbelief.
Where will you stand then?
How will you explain to God Who made us and gave us our living soul that you have wasted away your life on your own personal pleasures and enjoyments with no thought for Him and His Gospel call?
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Our excuses will appear paper-thin. Unacceptable.
How desperately lonely we shall be.
We will wish that we had believed in the Saviour whilst we had the opportunity.

We will have to admit that we have been rebels against God.

We will have to admit that God will be very fair in His punishment of rebel sinners. Eternal death. Away from Him.

Have you trusted the Saviour Who will deliver you?
2. The Guilt of Lawbreaking. 
The bible describes an event at the end of time, at the end of this world, when every soul that has ever lived will be judged by our Holy, Creator, God.
God has given us 10 simple rules to live by.                       He has written His Ten Commandments on our conscience. (Exodus 20)                                              God’s Commandments are Holy -                                               As sinners, we are guilty of not keeping them perfectly.  
Everyone knows that there is sin in us and all around us., so we have no excuse.

At school examination time shows who has done the work or who has not. The exam is a Day of Judgement.
Many decide to reject the charge that they are sinners in God’s Holy sight. They avoid or ignore this Biblical truth.

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.”       1 John 1 v8,10.

How will you fare when God, from Whom we can hid nothing, judges you by His Holy Law?
You will not be able to claim that you are perfect, not guilty of sin.
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Consider, someone having a recorder capable of recording your every word, thought and deed, and playing this back as proof of how you have lived.

God knows everything and remembers it.
Our only way to escape this is to trust in a Saviour.

The One Who is The Way, The Truth, and The Life.

The One Who has kept The Law perfectly as a Man, and Who died on the cross, taking the punishment for the sin of all His Elect People. As our substitute.
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”                                 1 John 1v9.
Does the guilt of your sin trouble your conscience?

Are you hearing the irresistible call of the Gospel?
God will hold each one of us to account,                    and judge us, for all our sin of lawbreaking.
3. Diseased with Sin.                                                         
If we find it hard to see our need for a Saviour in terms of our breaking His Laws, let us consider a 3rd way in which sin affects us.

Sin is an infectious disease - starting small, growing much worse until it affects and permeates our whole person, resulting in Eternal Death of the soul.

Romans 6v23, “For the wages of sin is death.”

The longer we live the more sin takes over us.
What wretched people we turn into.

No soul with the disease of sin will ever enter God’s Holy Heaven because it would spoil Heaven.
If we feel very ill or suspect that we have some disease we wisely consult a doctor.

How much more we need a spiritual doctor The Saviour – to cure the terrible disease of sin.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Physician of Souls.
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Our sin is a mixture of many evils: -
Disobedience, Pride, Selfishness, Unbelief (rejecting God), Lying, Hating, Stealing, Coveting, Lusting, Fornication (immoral acts), etc.

Our sin is infectious. We influence others.

We can infect our friends. 

Parents can infect their children.

We are tempted to think that we are not as bad as others.

Sin is a fatal disease. It brings death – now and eternally.

4. Slavery of Sin. One sin leads to another until it grips us, holding us in its power, taking control, ruling our lives.
E.g. One lie is told, and then we find it easier to tell another. We can so easily become compulsive liars.

We can become slaves to the fashions of this world 

and the evil ways of this world, 

especially the lust of the flesh.

We claim we are free to do what we like but it is so easy to become a slave to it and to Satan, our enemy.
Slaves know no freedom. 

They are fully under the control of their master.   
There is no such thing as a little sin. 

Every sin breaks God’s Law.
Our sin separates us from, and keeps us away,                        from our Creator, the Holy God.
Sin is avoidable and we are charged by God to not sin.

We must accept our responsibility to avoid sin.

Only The Saviour, The Lord Jesus Christ, can release us from the Bondage of Sin.
A slave can be redeemed. Set Free by a payment.
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John The Baptist pointed the people (and us) to the Lord Jesus, as The Lamb of God.
John The Baptist said, “Behold, The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”. John 1v29.

The Lamb of God, The Lord Jesus Christ, The Redeemer provides the remedy: -
God gave us a picture in The Old Testament sacrifices of a perfect ‘Lamb’ dying as a substitute to save the repentant sinner. 
Remember Abraham and Isaac, when God provided the ram in the thicket as a substitute sacrifice for Isaac.     Genesis 22.
The OT sacrifices had to be performed many times – 
as a ‘picture’ to the people of the awfulness of sin, 
and of ‘The Lamb of God’  Who would come to die.

The real sacrifice was performed on Calvary once – Christ’s death was a once only and complete sacrifice 
for the sin of His People, satisfying God’s Justice.

All the OT believers looked forward 
to the Lord Jesus Christ coming as ‘The Lamb of God’. 
We look back to His death when He suffered God’s wrath to 
remove the guilt of our sin, setting us free to enjoy God, both now, and for ever in Heaven. 
Is this your experience? Have you repented in faith?
Have you recognised your sinfulness 

and asked the Lord to take it away?
Do you thank Him from the bottom of your heart 

bearing the pain and penalty of all your sin?

Seriously consider this and seek Him now.

7
We have seen over past weeks that the Lord Jesus came as:-


The Light of the World,


The Bread of Life, The Water of Life,


The Way, The Truth, and The Life,


The True Vine.

But best of all He came as The Lamb of God to bear away the sin of those who would repent and believe, accepting Him as their Saviour and Lord.

Isaiah wrote about the Lord Jesus Christ as, 
‘The Lamb of God’ dying on the cross.   
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth: 
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth”.                                                        Isaiah 53v4-5. 
Important Lesson for us Today: 
Even the timidest person is today encouraged to have self-belief. 
But this can be over-done to the damage of our soul’s safety in eternity.      
One of the shortcomings of todays’ materialistic age (rejecting all thoughts of God, of our soul, and all concepts of the spiritual side of us), is the ignorance about the true nature of sin, and its’ devastating effect on our lives. 
We can be too self-confident - proud of our thoughts and actions, not realising how sinful they are. 
People seldom feel ashamed of themselves, and rarely look within themselves for faults (sin). 
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We need to see the way we live as God sees us. 
The Bible says that in God’s sight, 
‘There is none that doeth good’. 
(Psalms 41v1,3; Psalms 51,v1,3; Romans 3v12). 
The good news is 
– Jesus Christ, The Saviour, died to save us. 
Believing this causes Christ to give us His righteousness and fit us for eternal Heaven.
