Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel – Lesson 43
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This week we continue lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.
NOTES 

Jesus Said, ‘I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life’
Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,                                                                no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me”. John 14v6
Riddle – A famous well-known place. Most people have heard of it. Millions of people have gone there and seen its’ amazing beauty BUT no Travel Agent can arrange for you to visit. You cannot get there by air, sea, or road.

Once a person is there, they cannot return or leave.

Heaven is a wonderful place and should fascinate our interest. Few people have a real desire to go there.
The world and our education system does not understand it,     and do not know the way there, so they are of no help to us.

In fact, they form a barrier that could keep us out of it.

Our source of knowledge about Heaven  
is in God’s Word of Truth.

The Bible is very clear on how we can get to Heaven.

It also describes it to us in picture language, but we find it hard to fully understand because it is beyond our human experience.

I hope that you are really interested to learn about it
 and how you can get there.

This subject requires our serious attention because Heaven 
is an eternal destination that we must prepare for now.
Tomorrow, or next week may be too late.

Heaven is entered at the death of the believer.

At death the soul immediately goes to Heaven and awaits the resurrection of the body when Jesus Christ returns on the Judgement Day, at the End of time. 

This Day is hastening towards us. Are you ready?
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The Death of a True Christian – Raised, Changed, Glorified. 
Imagine the death of a Christian.

It could be slow through illness, or sudden in an accident.

At the end of life, the eyes close for the last time in this world and suddenly their soul experiences the wonderful light of God’s Heaven. Their body awaits the Resurrection.
A whole, new adventure for the soul begins.

So, when a believer in Christ breathes their last breath,                     they leave this sad world of sin, flesh and time,                                   and their soul immediately enters God’s glorious Heaven.

This begins a whole new experience, a wonderful, 
never-ending adventure, and, at the end of time, 
God will raise them as a new body, changed, glorious.
Set free to enjoy God’s presence, and to enjoy exploring His New Heaven and New Earth, the place that God promised to prepare for His Elect People, those for whom Christ died to save.

To live forever – no sin, no illness, no death – Eternal Life.

Is Heaven a real place? What will it be like?
Unbelievers pour scorn on Heaven, 
rejecting it, ‘no such place’, ‘Pie in the Sky’.
The Lord Jesus Christ spoke to His disciples of Heaven 
as being a real place. John 14v1-4. 
He said He would prepare a place for all true believers    and promised to come again to take them all there, safely.  

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me.
In My Father's house (Heaven), are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.
And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.”
Do you believe that it is a real place?
Are you sure that you are destined to go there?
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As Heaven is beyond our earthly understanding and experience,   it is hard for us to understand what it is like.

We live in a predominantly green country 
and so, find it hard to visualise a hot, dry, desert country.

The Lord had to use picture language to describe it to us: -
A ‘City’ with ‘Gates’, Revelation 22v14. - Magnificent, Beautiful, Pure, Clean. 

A city, whose architect and builder is God. Hebrews 11v10.
Abraham, by faith left his house and country (Ur and Haran) and it is said of him that he ultimately looked forward to Heaven:- 

“For he looked for a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God.”

Revelation 21. Speaks of a place with streets of gold and walls of precious stones. 
V18, “and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass.”
“And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.”  Revelation 21v23.
Continuous light – The glory of God shining all the time. 
We cannot gaze at the sun. 

To do so would seriously damage our eyes 

and permanently blind us.

But we will be able to look on 

the brightness of the Almighty and Holy God.
Because we will be sinless.
Heaven is a Home for all believers.

Heaven is a real place.

Scoffers will ridicule the thought of it and may make fun of us for believing in it and looking forward to it.

Remember those who scoffed as Noah built the Ark,          and as he warned them of the destructive flood to come, 

just as God said it would, to judge the sinful people.

When it came, they were shut out of the Ark 
and banged on the door as the waters rose over their heads.

They all perished. Too late to be saved.
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The Lord Jesus spoke of Heaven as a real place.
In My Father’s House, A Mansion with many rooms. 
His promise. I go to prepare a place for you.

Jesus said, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”                                                           John 14v2.
Heaven is a wonderful place where we can joyfully belong -   to rest, to feel comfortable, and to be loved - where no sinful thoughts, or the cares of this world, can enter and spoil.
What a tremendous experience this will be!
Are you a true Christian? Will you be there?

Heaven is God’s Home. The Triune God is there. 
Whilst on earth we cannot see God. 
But in Heaven, with sinless souls, we will see the Father and the Holy Spirit even though they are spirit.  
We will also see the Lord Jesus Christ in His perfect human form, the one Who loved us so much that He died to save us to bring us into His Heaven. 
We will see the nail prints in His hands and feet.
John wrote, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is”.


                     1 John 3v2. 
The brightness of the Triune God’s Glory 

will not damage us in any way.


It will be an awesome and wonderful sight.

Whilst on earth our mortal, sinful eyes would have been blinded if God had fully revealed Himself to us.

Moses had to hide himself in the cleft of a rock while God passed by. No man can see God and live.
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This is why He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ in human flesh to mix with people and show to us the Holy character of God through His obedient and sinless life.

At the End of Time 
If we are believers 

then our bodies will be resurrected to be made like Him.
The New Heaven will have a New Government and Laws. 
Our world is governed by the law of sin and death.

Even the best things in our current life are spoilt and finished.

Examples: -
Beautiful flowers soon wither and die.

Friends come and go. Few remain faithful and trustworthy.

A tasty meal is soon consumed leaving the plates to be washed.

Maybe a job we always wanted to do 
soon disappoints and becomes boring.

Sadly, love forming a marriage can wither 
and die so that the couple divorce.

It is possible to be happily married as believers, but one day death will part the couple until re-united as friends in Heaven.

Note: There is no married state in heaven 

or continuation of the relationship we had in marriage on earth.

In Heaven there will be no more sin and death. Revelation 21v1.4.
All experiences in Heaven will be lovely and full of joy.
God will Govern in His Holiness.
In Heaven we will find Old and New Friends. 
You will have read and know of many believers from Scripture and History.

How wonderful then, that we will meet every believer since Adam – Noah, Moses, Abraham & Sarah, Ruth, David, Isaiah, Paul, John, Peter, Mary, Martha, Lazarus, 
and all who will have been saved, down to the end of time. 

We will also recognise those we knew on earth.
What a wonderful re-union!
What a time to look forward to!
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The Only Way To Heaven is Jesus Christ 
- The Way, Truth, and Life.
Thomas asked, “How do we know the way?” 

Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?              John 14v5.
Jesus saith unto him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.’     John 14v6.
So, the Way to Heaven is the Lord Jesus Christ.


He came and lived on earth as a perfect Man,


He died on the cross to save His Elect People.

As God He is the Truth. So, we must believe Him.

As the Saviour He is the Giver of Eternal Life.

He has taken the wrath of God the Father upon Himself so that our sin-guilt is taken away, and we are now clothed in His Righteousness.

Is He your Way? Has He revealed His Truth to you?

Has the Holy Spirit given you faith to repent and believe?

Are you a Born Again Christian?

Unbelievers will not make it to Heaven – 
Without Christ they have no Map (Jesus is the only Way), 
No Passport (only repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ entitles us to enter Heaven). 
Unbelievers have no Name in ‘The Lamb’s Book of Life’, Rev 21v27,
God’s Book of Life only contains the names of The Elect, those for whom Christ died.
Remember, today is the Day of Salvation – 
Our opportunity to be saved.

Come to the Saviour in repentance, now.
It will be too late to wait for the End of Time 

and Judgement Day
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Important Lesson for us Today: 
There are many self-invented ideas presented by men as to how we can approach God and enjoy eternity. 
But there is only 
One Truth, and One Way, and One Life.

Jesus Christ, God The Son. 
He has come to make the Way to God and Heaven possible for sinners. 
We who do not deserve these blessings. 
Actually the opposite; 

We fully deserve God’s Holy, Eternal, Wrath.

He brings us the Truth of God. 
He is The WORD, John 1v1.

and this Truth is recorded for us in the Bible 
The Old Testament, which points to the coming of Christ, and the New Testament, which tells of His coming, and of the Gospel Age in which we live. 
Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” John 8v32. 
The freedom spoken of here is the removal of the guilt of our sin, accomplished when the Lord died on Calvary as our substitute. 

This is the Truth - that if we repent and believe in Him as our personal Saviour – He will give us Life (Eternal Life) and His Righteousness to fit us for Heaven. 
This is the truth sets us free.

