Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel– Lesson 42
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This week we continue lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.
Notes.

Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life, he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live”.    John 11v25.
Jesus Christ Said, 
‘I AM the Resurrection and the Life’
Riddle – What do we as humans all have in common?
What happens to rich and poor, young and old, poor and wealthy, important and insignificant?

VA Show 2 plants – 1 alive, the other dead.

What is the difference?    1 alive, 1 dead.

Where did Death come from? 
This is a very important question.

Many today avoid it.

It may frighten them. I hope that it does not frighten you.

Rather we must respect it as a very important fact.

Unless the Lord returns during our lifetime each one of us must face death.

You may think that because I am much older than you that I will die before you.

However, none of us have a guarantee as to how long we will live. Will we have tomorrow?
Our lives are in the hands of our Creator and Sovereign God.

Where did Death come from?
What happens to us when we die? Is death the end?

Physical death is when our hearts stop beating and we lose the blood supply to our brain and body.

But does our conscious existence 
come to an end when our bodies die?

Many people think it does. Many hope it does.
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Some are embarrassed by it. Shrug it off, ignoring it.
Others are a little more thoughtful. 

What about you?
Many reject the idea of there being life after death.

They reject that there is a God Who has created them and given them a living soul, a soul which lives on eternally after bodily death.

When someone becomes seriously ill, death is expected.

After time in hospital, or under palliative care at home or in a Hospice, they eventually die.

A Funeral is held. Often in celebration of the persons life with little or no thought of life after death or to God and eternity.

Only people who believe in the Bible are clear 
about what death is and what happens afterwards.

We are going to learn about this today.

Far from being a morbid lesson it will be most interesting.

It will be a very important lesson - please listen carefully.

So, where did Death come from?
We read in Genesis that, in the beginning God 

created man and breathed into him a living soul.

“And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness: …. So, God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.”          Genesis 1v26,27.      VA
So, God created Adam with a perfect eternal soul – 

free to obey or disobey Him.

Adam clearly knew of God’s warning that he would die,      both physically and spiritually, if he disobeyed God. 
“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”            Genesis 2v17.  VA
“For the wages of sin is death.”   Romans 6v23.    VA
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Adam wilfully sinned, and so: -
· His soul’s intimate spiritual relationship with God 
died immediately. 

· His body aged over time and died later. 
This event brought death into our world. 
We all inherit Adam’s lost spiritual condition, and live sinful lives which deserve the Wages of Sin - Eternal Death.
Cut off from God, our only source of spiritual life and power.

What happens to us when we die? Is death the end?

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.” Hebrews 9v27.  VA
God is absolutely fair in His Judgement.

He is infinitely holy; we are absolutely sinful.

He is no respecter of persons; 

Rich or Poor, Famous or unknown, Rulers or ordinary.

Young or old.

He has no favourites; 


Trying to be good, outwardly religious, will not do.

Everyone will be examined against God’s Holy Laws.

Those written in the Bible and on our consciences.

“For there is no respect of persons with God.                     For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law.”      Romans 2v12.    VA
God knows all about us. Unlike an earthly Judge.
He knows all our sinful actions, thoughts, and our motives.


All our secrets. Nothing is hidden from Him.

He keeps a Book of Remembrance 

which will be opened on Judgement Day.

“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: … and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.”   Revelation 20v12. VA
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We know in our hearts that we have all done evil in the sight of our Holy God. 
“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  Romans 3v10-12. VA Psalm 14v1,3; 53v1,3.
Consider a Driving Test. 

The test must be fair. 
The examiner has set criteria to check your driving on: -
Confidence, carefulness, consideration of other road users and pedestrians, control of the car – gears, engine,                         road sense - position in the road, obedience to traffic signs etc.

Failure in any of these would mean you have failed the test.
It is not left to the whims or fancies of the examiner.

Even more so with God and His rules for entering Heaven.
One unforgiven sin, one failure, will keep us out.

Heaven would no longer be Perfect if God lowered His standard and allowed an unforgiven sinner in.

We must ask a serious question.

Is there any way of escape? Will everyone go to Hell?

Remember, everyone deserves Hell. 

We have all sinned and fallen far short of God’s Holy Standard. VA Romans 3v10-12.
Lazarus, a true Christian, and sincere follower and close friend of the Lord Jesus was very ill. 

His Christian sisters, Mary and Martha, sent to the Lord asking Him to come to Bethany and heal Lazarus. 
He died physically.       
Why did the Lord not go immediately 
to Lazarus before he died?

Why did the Lord allow Lazarus to die?
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Not even Christians escape physical death 
- for themselves or losing a loved one.
The Lord was touched with grief 
and sorrow on hearing that Lazarus had died. 
The Bible describes death as the Last Enemy. 1 Cor 15v26.

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” VA
“O death where is thy sting, where is thy victory?” V55
So, we need not be afraid of death.

Yes, death can be painful.

BUT the separation of soul from the body is not.

If we are a believer our soul goes immediately to Heaven to be with the Lord, awaiting the resurrection.

Are you ready to die and enter Heaven?

The Lord Jesus entered fully into the sorrow, finality,                   and apparent hopelessness which surrounds death,                        as He shared the grief of Mary and Martha. 
When the Lord arrived in Bethany Lazarus had 
been dead for 4 days and had been buried in a Tomb.

Jesus wept. Everyone knew Lazarus was dead.
Yet …. The Lord Jesus said, 
“I AM the Resurrection and The Life. 

He that believeth in Me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live:
And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?”               John 11v25,26    VA
“She, Martha, saith unto Him,                            v27         VA
‘Yea, Lord: I believe that Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of God, which should come into the world.’”
The Lord now demonstrates the truth of His words.

The Lord had delayed healing Lazarus. He could have healed Lazarus from a distance. He chose not to.

He allowed him to die physically, so that when He raised him from the dead, even after 4 days, 
it would demonstrate His absolute power over: -
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· our physical death. Read John 11v4, and v14.
· our eternal life. Read John 11v24-26.
Mary and Martha, believed this already, 
and so were much comforted.      John 11v24.
Christ demonstrated His saving and resurrecting power when He gave up His life on the cross to save His People from all their sin, and then by taking back His own life when He victoriously rose again on the 3rd day. Matthew 27v50, Ch28v6.
The Lord Jesus is not like modern-day so called ‘faith-healers’. The Lord brought 4 people back to life.
Wonderful News which we can experience now – 
There is a Way of Escape from Eternal Death!
When we accept God’s free offer of forgiveness, mercy,

 and love through our sincere repentance 
 and faith in Christ’s death for lost sinners on Calvary: -
· Then our souls will have been made spiritually alive by Almighty God (Born Again) restoring us to a personal, living, and spiritual relationship with Him. John 3v3-5.
· God tells us our name is in His ‘Book of Life’ 
- never to die spiritually again. 
“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.” Rev 20v12.
Christ will save all His Elect, those for whom He died. 
“None will be lost for whom Christ died.” John 18v9.
When we physically die,
If we are believers, then our soul will immediately enter Heaven to be with the Lord.

The Saviour did not stay in the tomb. 
Death had no power over Him as He is sinless.
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Neither does sin and death have any power over the believer. Christ has died and risen again for us.
When the Lord returns on Judgement Day 
all believers will be given a resurrected body;     
   free from all sin, illness, sadness, and pain – 
enabled to enjoy Eternal Life in Heaven, 
   
with the Lord, for ever. 
Oh, what peace and joy! Now and for Eternity.
The Lord Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me,         has eternal life, and does not come into judgment,     but has passed out of death into life."                                                                John 5v24.
Important Lesson for us Today: What is death?

The Bible speaks of 3 types of Death; 2 are certain for all, but the 3rd is for those who reject God.

1.  Spiritual death - from our birth all are dead to God; we do not love Him or want Him in our life.

2.  Physical death - the death of our body which ends this life - the gateway to eternity for our soul.

3. Eternal death - if we have not trusted that the Lord Jesus Christ suffered and died for our sins before our physical death then we must face God’s judgement for our sin (Hebrews 9v27), 
and be sent away from God, to Hell, for all eternity. 
Our conscience, which remembers all our sin, will show us the fairness and holiness of God, and that we deserve this punishment. (Romans 2v15-16).

Do not reject God as so many do today. 
Hear God’s gracious call 
and repent now, while you live. 

Have your sinful soul made perfect to enjoy Eternal Life with Him in His holy home, Heaven. 

