Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel – Lesson 41
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
NOTES

This week we continue lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the good Shepherd;                                   the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep”.    John 10v11.   VA
Riddle. You cannot see it, but it is more important to us than anything we can see. 
Although you cannot see 
it you can give it and receive it and see it in action.

Many would give a fortune to receive it.

You cannot measure it, but it is one of the most powerful forces on earth. 

It is not sinful. It emanates from God.      

What is it? Love.      God is Love and the giver of Love.
We have considered 

the Lord pictured as Water, Bread, and Light.
We now turn to
To the very human and tender concept of a shepherd.

One who cares for his sheep and protects them.

Jesus Christ Said, ‘I AM the Good Shepherd’
The Eastern Shepherd 
– A Wonderful Picture of The Lord Jesus.
The Eastern Shepherd had to be tough, courageous, resilient, capable – spending all their time with their sheep, in all weathers.
Actually, Living with them.
The Shepherd shows us two important characteristics.

Their love for their sheep: -

1. Will cause them to trek many miles, across rough terrain, to rescue them, when they are lost.
Will cause them to bind up their wounds and carry them home to the safety of the sheepfold.
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2. He will draw his sword, or use his sling, to fend off and even kill the wild animals that seek to take the sheep.
We must not fall into the trap of just thinking 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as a soft person.

Love can have a great cost. He died to save His People.

We note that The Lord, as well as being The All-knowing, All-Powerful Creator God, is likened to a Good Shepherd Who loves, protects, and cares for His sheep all the time.
What is The God of The Bible like?
People throughout time have always been curious about God.

God has placed an awareness in us that He does exist.

Many in ignorance of His real Being have invented their own religion – with idols, rituals, and formal ceremonies.

Many false religions have a concept of a god but these all omit to see Him as The God of Holiness, Love, Mercy, and Grace.

Even Atheists have a religion of ‘No God’.

Do we fight this and try to ignore it as many do today?

Do we create our own thoughts as to who and what God is?

God has revealed Himself to us through His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and through His Word, The Bible.
“If ye had known Me, ye should have known My Father also.” John 8v19.                                                               VA  
“He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” John 14v9.
He is Unique – not like any man-made god    VA
of any man-made religion.
False gods are dead – they have no kindness, love, or mercy - no power to save a sinner.

The true God makes Himself known to us through His Son, VA
Jesus Christ, as a Good Shepherd 
with loving care and feeling towards lost sinners. 
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The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep. 
When They Are: -
1. Lost VA1 – He seeks us out, rescues us from danger, returning us to safety.
The lost sheep has strayed into danger.
Stuck in a bog – So we can be stuck in the bog of sin.

On a dangerous cliff-edge, about to plunge to death.
In danger of wild animals catching and killing them.

Do you realise the danger you are in?

Amounting more sin every day you live.

Just as sheep need a shepherd, we need to know God.

He is our Creator. We need to be close to Him.

But we are naturally far from Him, lost in our sin.

In the spiritual state of Total Depravity. 

We do not have any purpose in life, 

no sense of direction, 

wandering aimlessly through life. 
Even worse: -
2. Hungry VA2 – 
The sheep depend on their shepherd to find them still, fresh, water, and lush green grass. Psalm 23.
Without the shepherd their hunger pangs 

would take them into dangerous terrain.

It is the same with us. 

Without the Lord 

we soon become weak and dissatisfied.

We will try anything to satisfy our souls.
We are meant to be fed daily with spiritual blessings.      We need the Lord Jesus Christ as our Shepherd 

because He feeds us daily – 
Giving spiritual food from His Word, The Bible.
Do you read your Bibles? Daily? Prayerfully? 

No wonder we are restless without this food!

But it gets even worse: -

Being spiritually malnourished we become: -
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3. Diseased VA3 – 
Imagine the starving sheep, 
far away from the Shepherd’s loving care. 

Gradually its’ condition would worsen, 
and disease and pain would set in.


Soon, without proper care, it would die in agony.


This too, is a picture of us.

The Bible uses disease as a picture of sin.


If untreated it progressively affects us.

We may see ourselves as innocent lambs to begin with but now we are teenagers we begin to realise that pride, conceit, greed, and lies are creeping into our character, taking its’ toll on our soul, and weakening us.
This will finally take us to our death and eternal Hell.

I hope that you are beginning to realise that you desperately need a Shepherd’s care and attention.

The Lord Jesus Christ, The One Who can heal 
our sin sick souls 

and restore us to life.

However, in addition to becoming diseased by our sin, we may well be: -
4. Injured VA4 – 
Sheep are often described as being silly creatures. 

They can so easily wander astray into danger, lose their footing, and fall and injure themselves.

Satan, the enemy of God and enemy of your soul tempts you into sinful experimentation in the evils of the sinful world.
Drugs, sinful pleasures, lustful watching of unclean things via the web and Social Media.

Life is full of tragedies and sad events.


Injury, sickness, bereavement, loss of a parent.

In these circumstances we need the love of One Who understands and cares for us – Body, Mind, and Soul.

Only the Heavenly Shepherd (Immanuel God with us)

fully understands and cares for us.
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But it gets even worse: -

we are in great danger of becoming: -
5. Devoured VA5 – 
Sheep in eastern countries were constantly being hounded by wolves and other ravenous wild beasts.

Sheep stealers would have been ready 

to lure a sheep away from safety and kill them.
Without a shepherd they were defenceless 

against such superior forces.

The sheep needed someone to protect them.

Someone stronger and wiser than they were.
Similarly, we are vulnerable to all kinds of people 

who seek to take advantage of us, 

seizing our thoughts and admiration for their own advantage.

Many promises are made which cannot be kept.

They take more than they give.

Are you easily taken in by this world’s promises?
Satan hunts like a wolf – 
using the sinful things of this World 
to steal us away from God and His blessing.
If you asked an older person, you would find that 

many have regrets as to the things they have done and the failed delivery of satisfaction from them.

Later in life it can blind our eyes from seeing the benefit of trusting in the Saviour. The Good Shepherd.
The Lord, as our Shepherd, is much stronger than Satan – Totally victorious over sin, death, Satan, and Hell.
Now is the time to identify yourself with the Saviour.

Remaining in our own way 

will lead to being forever lost.

So let us consider The Good Shepherd.

The Lord Jesus says – I AM The Good Shepherd. VA
Let us learn from the many reasons we have considered today as to why the sheep need their shepherd.
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If we belong to Him as one of His Elect Sheep we will discover for ourselves how great and good He is.

The Shepherd shows us: -

1. He is dedicated to His Sheep.  VA
Even in the UK some shepherds leave their homes to live with their sheep, 

24 x7 x 52. No holidays.

The Lord Jesus gladly left His home in Heaven 
to come to this earth and to live in this poor world.

There was nothing He would not do
to care for His lambs.
2. The Shepherd risked his life for his sheep. VA
He allowed evil men to nail Him to the cross.

He gave His life on the cross. 

Taking our sin upon Himself

To save us from our sins.

He rose again the 3rd day, 

victorious over sin, death, Satan, and Hell.

He ascended into Heaven      VA
to represent us at the Throne of Grace, 
and to prepare a place for each repentant sinner.

He is coming again in Judgement and all His Sheep will join Him in Eternal Heaven. What joy!

“Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”    Hebrews 12v2. VA
The Shepherd’s Call.
We must realise that we, like lost sheep, 
cannot find the Shepherd.      
The Lord Jesus must search us out and find us. (See Luke 15v4-5).
Often, we are far away in our unbelief and rebellion, 
but He will find us. 
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He calls us personally to believe that He died on the Cross 
to save us. 
We recognise His voice as He calls us to repent of our sin, 
and obediently turn from it.
Life Abundant. A Fulfilled Life.
Once saved by The Good Shepherd 
you will discover Life Abundant: -
Greater joy, happiness, fulfilment, satisfaction, 
and you will know peace with God.
Knowledge of good things – 
along with better friends and pleasures.
Daily strength to live for your Saviour 
and witness to His goodness.
Do you have a desire to speak to others about you Shepherd and Saviour? If not, you do not know Him.

Knowing Him will give us complete confidence in His promise that He will never leave you nor forsake you, 
knowing that none can pluck you from His hand.
Enjoying the Lord’s Help, Protection, 
and Guidance, through this life.

One day He will take you, 
as promised, to His Eternal, Heavenly Home.
Isaiah wrote, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities.”                                                      Isaiah 53v5 and 11.
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Important Lesson for us Today: 
Many scriptures liken us to sheep.  Sheep are rather silly animals who often wander away from safety into danger. One sheep will readily, thoughtlessly, follow another which reminds us of the danger of following others in the fashions, pleasures, and entertainment of this World. Once lost and in danger they cannot find their own way back to safety. They, like us, need a Good Shepherd.
Many scriptures liken the Lord Jesus Christ 
to an eastern shepherd. 
One who lived with, and cared for his sheep, knowing each of them by name. His sheep know the shepherd’s voice, and they follow him as he leads them in safety to green pastures and by still waters.  Psalm 23.
Likewise, The Father has given the Shepherd His sheep. 
He died to save us and calls us to follow Him. 

Have you heard His call to repentance, and faith? 
Have you been rescued by Him?
