Bible/College Class Notes – From John’s Gospel– Lesson 40
The ‘I AM’ Sayings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
This week we continue lessons which teach the almighty saving power of Jesus Christ.
NOTES - A Special Opportunity to Explain Grace.
A Riddle: -

We are often frightened without it.

You cannot touch it.

Our eyes cannot work without it.

Some animals avoid it.

What is it?                           Light.                               VA

Jesus said,  “As long as I am in the world, I AM the Light of the World”.                              John 9v5.      VA
The Lord meets this man who was Blind from Birth.
The blind man had never seen anything before: - 
Not his parents, family, or friends - not even himself!
Nor the sky, trees, animals, plants, 

He had no concept of distance.

Please shut your eyes. 

Can you imagine what it would be like to be blind? 
– no sight, blind from birth!

You would be very afraid. 

So many dangers – moving, crossing the road.

You would need help to move around safely.

A friend or a guide dog.    VA Picture

You would have no picture memories.


No knowledge of what you look like.

Please open your eyes.

This blind man was totally blind
to all the dangers and beauty around him.

He had stumbled through life, 
needing others to help him every day.

He did not know that the Lord was near to him, 
with the power to give sight.
We too are Spiritually Blind from Birth.

We all inherit spiritual blindness from Adam.
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When he rebelled in the Garden of Eden, all his descendants, which includes each one of us here today, 
inherited a state of spiritual deadness.
No desire or capability of :-

Coming to God.

Seeking to know God.
Absolutely no capability to make any spiritual movement.
How dead is dead? 
Without the ability or inclination 

to rise from the ‘tomb of unbelief’.

Scripture tells us how dead we are: -

“And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.”    Ephesians 2v1.
Trespasses – Deliberate transgression of The Law of God.

Sins – Missing the perfect standard set by God in His Law. 

Before conversion we are alive, but dead towards God.
Like the Blind Man we are Born Spiritually Blind.
Paul reminds the Ephesian believers 

that God took the initiative to quicken them.

To give faith so that one is able: - 

To come to God.

To seek to know Him.

To seek His forgiveness and find pardon for our sin.

Paul goes on to say, Ephesians 2v4-6,     VA
“But God, who is rich in mercy, 
for His great love wherewith He loved us,
Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”
So, Naturally: -                             VA
We do not know God, nor do we want to feel 
His Holy presence or His saving power.
We do not know where to find Him, 
nor do we ask in prayer for His forgiveness.
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We do not have any experience of His Love. 
Rejecting His mercy, and His power to save. 
We are ‘blind’ - spiritually dead to our souls’ danger. 
We ‘see’ no beauty in the Saviour.
We think that, as we cannot see God, 
He does not exist, nor does He see us!
The Blind Man sat near to Jesus but could not see Him.

How was he healed? How was he made to see?

His Sight Was Restored by God.
The Lord in His compassion and mercy 
came and found the blind man. 
He miraculously restored his sight 
by simply spitting on the ground and making wet clay, 
applying it to his eyes 
and sending him to wash in the Pool of Siloam.
What can we learn from this?     VA
1. It proved that it was the Lord’s power that gave him his sight. No mix of clay could do this.

If anyone else had done this 
then there would be no cure for the Blind Man.


It was only the Lord Jesus, Almighty God, 

Who could perform this miracle.
2. It was the cheapest medicine. No cost to us.

The Lord restores our spiritual sight at no cost to us.

His mercy and grace are offered freely.

We cannot pay for, earn, or work for our Salvation.
3. We might resist this application of clay to our eyes thinking that it would not work.
How would you have re-acted to this?

The Blind Man may have preferred some great treatment, but the Lord chose to do it 
using a very simple and lowly method.

Being converted is a very humbling experience.

It means admitting the shame that we are sinners.

Acknowledging our own unworthiness.
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We must ask the Lord to give us 
pardon and forgiveness for the guilt of all our sin.

Many people would prefer to carry out some ritual,  or, follow some course of self-denial and good works.
But if we want to receive Spiritual Sight (Life), 

Then we must forget our selfish pride

and accept the way that God has prescribed.

If we go to the doctor, and he/she prescribes medication     it would be foolish not to take it. 

and very foolish not to follow the instructions.
The man accepted this humbling treatment, 
obeyed, and for his obedience, 

he gained his sight.
What would have happened

if the Blind Man delayed, and decided to ‘sleep on it’?

Not even going to the Pool as he was told to?

He would not have received his sight.

Similarly, when the Lord comes to us and shows us the way of forgiveness, we must be ready to: -

Repent, accept, and believe His Word,


Immediately obeying His command – urgently.

We need to fully surrender to the Lord, saying,


“I will give Thee my life, my all, and obey.”

If we refuse, then we lose the opportunity to find peace with God to the eternal loss of our soul.

When asked how he got his sight,

He answered and said, “A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash’: 
and I went and washed, and I received sight.”
How simple! Yet how effective!

Note the joy that he had in his soul!

He testified to all that it was Jesus Who had done this.

May I urge you to ask others here of how they received the sight to see Christ as Lord and Saviour.
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If you know the Lord, then, can you answer that you were brought to faith by God and that you have repented and know the forgiveness of your sin.
Now that he could see, he now knew that the Lord 
had restored his sight and saved him.
The Pharisees held that, ‘he was blind because he was a great sinner.’        They reviled him and cast him out.

The Lord finds him and asks him,       VA
“Dost thou believe on The Son of God?” John 9v35.

“Who is He, Lord, that I might believe on Him?”

“Thou hast both seen Him, 

and it is He that talketh with thee.”

He said. “Lord, I believe.” He worshipped Him. 

Our Spiritual Sight Can Only be Restored by God. VA
1. We need light to see clearly. 
Darkness hides our dangerous surroundings. 
God’s Light shows up the sin in our hearts.
2. Without the Holy Spirit breathing new life into our souls, we mistakenly ‘see’ ourselves as good, nice people - surely acceptable to God. 
But No, we are dead in our sin.
3. We need the Holy Spirit’s help to ‘see’ ourselves 
as God sees us - sinners who are disobedient to God, 
proud, selfish. Totally unable to please God. 
This convicting work of The Holy Spirit causes us to ‘see’ the terrible offence to God of our unforgiven sin, 
and to ‘see’, (believe), that Jesus Christ offers Himself 
as our Saviour, causing us to plead in prayer

for cleansing and forgiveness.
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If you can say with the blind man 
“Whereas I was blind, now I see?”    VA 
You now have a heartfelt desire to repent and believe, 
using God’s Gift of Faith.
The Light has shined into your heart and soul.

You now have a soul full of wonder, love, 
and gratitude towards God and His mercy, 
a soul which now realises that 
the Lord Jesus Christ died on Calvary to save you.
You have now been given a new purpose in life 
– a desire to trust and obey the Lord, 
a desire to read His Word believingly, 
pray to Him sincerely, worship Him, serve Him, 
and you have a desire to witness to others of the joy 
of your new-found faith in Him.

I was 13 when I came to know 
the Lord as my personal Saviour.
I still had a lot to learn, but I did know and believe that Jesus Christ had died to save me.

I knew the Joy of The Lord in that 

my sins were forgiven and forgotten by God.
The ‘Light of Life’ had shined into my soul.
The Lord Jesus Christ said,    VA

“I AM the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”                       John 8v12. 
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Important Lesson for us Today: 
Today, this evil world programs us 
to believe only in what we can see or touch.  
As we cannot see God with our physical eyes, 
we are tempted to believe that He does not exist. 
So, we carry on living our lives 
without heartfelt respect for Him, and His truth.
Whilst on this earth we will not see God because, 
as The Lord told the Woman of Samaria, 
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth”. John 4v24. 
John also tells us in John 1v18 that, 
“No man hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son (The Lord Jesus), which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him”.
The Lord Jesus came to earth 
to declare the Truth of God to us.       
Jesus Christ is The Light of The World, 
and He has sent The Holy Spirit to cause us to ‘see’ these wonderful truths through faith enabling us to  believe on them to the saving of our soul.
Has the Holy Spirit opened your eyes such that you ‘see’ the Lord Jesus Christ as you Saviour?

Do not remain in spiritual darkness, 
Come to the Light. Come now. 

The Blind Man went immediately to the Pool to wash.
Without Christ you face a life of spiritual darkness 
and an even darker eternity!
