Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 37
Revision of Abraham to Joseph.
NOTES

This week we revise on how God sovereignly exercised His Great Plan of Grace in Genesis.
“Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham”                Galatians 3v6&7.
God’s Sovereign Plan for the Salvation                             of the ‘Seed’ of Abraham.
Background to Today’s Revision Lesson.
Abraham lived about 4,000 years ago, yet people today behave much like his family.
Despite our ‘sophisticated’ lifestyle today we share their sinful characteristics.

Man has not improved over time – 
We cannot, of ourselves, change our ways.

We only have to look at our own hearts, and examine our motives, to see this.

We can only be in one of the following two categories: -
With unforgiven sin – unbelief, unrepentant, disobedient, proud, jealous, liars, deceitful, selfish, ambitious, hatful, greedy, thieves, lustful, covetous, etc.
Forgiven – With Faith in God, repentant, obedient, humble, truthful, loving, etc.
Positively: -

We can learn from these men how to follow God: -
1. Abraham: -
Called by God to leave his old life behind. He obeyed. 
VA1 – We are called to obey and follow the Lord.
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God gave Abraham the Faith to believe and obey. 

Hebrews 11v8-10, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.
By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:
For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.”                                         Ephesians 2v8,9.
2. So, Abraham lived by Faith, God’s gift, bringing him to repentance – We also need that faith.

VA2 Believed all the promises of God and lived his life accordingly in obedience – So should we.
3. Learned that God would, Himself, provide a sacrifice for sin. – So must we.    VA3
Believed that the Lord Jesus would come as the Saviour and die for him.

Believed in the resurrection from the dead, and eternal life. – So should we.
Have you learnt this yet?

Remember God’s Covenant Promise to Abraham.

God Promised Abraham (aged 75 when he left Haran): -
In time a New Land (Canaan), for his family, 
and an Eternal Home, Heaven.

He would make his descendants a Great Nation 
and protect them.

One of his descendants would be 
The Lord Jesus Christ – The Saviour.
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4. (Lot – See later.)
5. Isaac: - VA5
Sought God’s will and guidance in all his decisions in life –
Even to the choosing of his wife. So must we.
Education, Job, Church, Location to live.

Discovered that God could do more than he expected or thought – So must we.
Will you accept God’s Plan for you Life?
God repeated His Covenant Promise to Isaac.

6. (Esau: - See later.)
7. Jacob, (Israel): - VA7
Lonely, afraid, was shown God’s Way to Heaven, and His blessings – So can we.
Remember his dream of a ladder with angels ascending and descending from Heaven.
8. Jacob, (Israel): - VA8
Later he clung to the Lord in prayer all night, 
expecting God’s blessing and protection – So must we.
We must mean our prayers.

God repeated His Covenant Promise to Jacob.

His name changed to Israel – Father of many nations.
9. Joseph: - VA9
Discovered the Sovereign, overruling Hand of God in all his troubles – So will we.
He believed that God’s Permissive Will is always at work.

God is immutable – He does not change.

We all live under God’s Permissive Will.
For the believer Romans 8v28 stands today.

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”
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Joseph like his father Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham, lived a life of faith, and trust in God, with honesty and integrity – So should we.

He trusted in God even though he was hated by his brothers, almost murdered by them, sols as a slave into Egypt, bought by Potiphar, raised up to be in charge of his household, tempted by Potiphar’s wife, falsely accused, imprisoned, raised up by God, let down by Pharaoh’s Butler, eventually set free and raised to be 2nd in command to Pharoah. 

Rewarded by God. He was raised up to be used of the Lord to deliver Egypt and his own family from famine.

The right man in the right place at the right time.

The Lord has work for us to do 
if we are his faithful followers.

10. Joseph was a Type of Christ.  VA10
Joseph is a ‘picture’ of the Saviour, 
The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Remember – 
A. Joseph was hated for his integrity.

and faithfulness to God, 

just as the Lord Jesus was when He was on earth.

Many today hate Christ’s Holiness; 

They resent the Gospel message 

which tells them they are sinners

 and that they need to seek forgiveness for their sin.

This is why they say, ‘There is no God’.
B. Joseph was sold for 30 pieces of silver, 

the Lord was betrayed by Judas for this amount. 
C. Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife, 
as Christ was falsely accused before Pilate.
D. Joseph, like Christ, 

faced a false trial – totally innocent but found guilty.
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E. Joseph suffered much.

but Christ suffered so much more on Calvary, reminding us of what it cost Him 
to die to save sinners like us.
F. Joseph was raised to be ruler,


He rose from the dead to return to Heaven as King.

Jesus Christ is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

G. Joseph showed mercy and forgiveness.


The Lord Jesus shows mercy and forgiveness to us.

H. Joseph provided a home for his family.


Believers, as the Family of God, 

have a home prepared for them in Eternal Heaven.
Negatively, we can learn from these two men 
how not to respond to God: -
11. Lot: - VA4
Wanted his own way, trying to live without God – We will fail too, if we do this.
Lot wanted to live as a believer but also to cling on to the pleasures of this world.

12. Esau: - VA6
Ignored and despised God’s blessing, not truly repenting – We are warned not to copy him.
Search you heart to see if this is your attitude to God.
Can we testify that the Lord Jesus Christ is our Saviour and Lord, believing that He died on the Cross of Calvary taking the punishment for our sins?
The Apostle Paul wrote, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise”.       Galatians 3v28-29. 
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Important Lesson for us Today: 
The Bible speaks of The ‘Seed’ of Abraham, Galatians 3v28-29. 
It clearly teaches here that not all Jews (biological descendants of Abraham though Isaac and Jacob), were included in Abraham’s ‘seed’. 
The Lord Jesus told the Jews who claimed to be Abraham’s ‘seed’, that if they rejected Him with a desire to kill him, then they were not of Abraham’s ‘seed’, (see John 8v31-47). 
Abraham’s ‘seed’ are only those (both Jew and Gentile) who have faith in Him as their Lord and Saviour.                     
Do you believe in Christ with sincere repentance and faith?  
If yes, then you are included in the ‘Seed of Abraham’.

