Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 36
The First Plan Completed.
This week we learn of how God used Joseph to bring his brothers to repentance.
NOTES

Joseph said, “It was not you that sent me hither (here), but God; and He hath made me … ruler over all the land of Egypt.”                              Genesis 45v8.
God Causes Jacob (Israel) To Move Into Egypt.
Background to Today’s Lesson.
God’s Sovereign Plan had raised Joseph up to be 
2nd ruler to Pharaoh in Egypt.
Pharoah had recognised Joseph’s God given 
integrity and skills of management.

Joseph was in God’s Sovereign Plan 
the right man in the right place at the right time. 
Let us trust the Lord implicitly with our souls, 
our life, and for our Eternal destination.
Joseph managed the food supply during 7 years of plenty by ensuring that they used it sparingly without waste and that sufficient was stored for the 7 years of famine to come.
Joseph was managing the stored surplus during the 7 years of famine so that everyone had sufficient to eat without waste. He succeeded in this enormous task.
Joseph’s dreams had come true. 
His brothers had now bowed to him in Egypt.

Joseph forgave his brothers, 
testing their consciences for repentance.
Joseph, Continuing to Hide His Identity, 
Tests His Brothers Again. VA Flap 1
Remember Joseph had given back the money 
his brothers had brought to pay for the corn.

He kept Simeon hostage to ensure they would return.
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He had said to them that they must bring their younger brother with them next time they came for more corn.

If they do not, then they will not get any corn.

Jacob is very upset by this demand.

He had already lost Joseph, 
and did not want any harm to come to Benjamin.

He was also concerned that Simeon,
had been kept hostage by Joseph in Egypt.

Judah volunteers to stand as surety for Benjamin.

Eventually Jacob sends the brothers and Benjamin 
to buy more food, returning the money.
Joseph invites his brothers to come to his house, 
and have a meal with him.
Joseph continues to hide his identity from his brothers.
When Joseph sees his younger brother, Benjamin, 
he is moved to secret tears in a side room.

Joseph sends them off, placing money in their sacks, 
and his silver cup in Benjamin’s sack.
Then he sends his men after them.

They have to return to face Joseph. 
“The one who has taken my silver cup must be my servant.”
The cup is found in Benjamin’s sack, VA Sack
and he is accused of theft.
Judah Pleads For Benjamin, VA Flap 2
Offering to Take His Place.
Joseph, tests them – 
Would they treat Benjamin like they did him, years earlier?
Judah intervenes, offering himself to be made a slave 
if Benjamin is released to return to his father.

Joseph is pleased to see a ‘change of heart’ in his brothers.
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Joseph Reveals to His Brothers Who He is. 
They are Fearful. VA Flap 3
“I am Joseph, your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt”. Genesis 45v4.
On hearing this, his brothers show great joy and relief, 
but were also ‘dismayed in his presence’, in ‘fear and apprehension’, expecting punishment from Joseph.
Joseph could so easily have used his position of power,
to punish his older brothers.

But Joseph’s heart 
was led by God to be forgiving and merciful.

Joseph tells them not to fall out on the way home.

This reminds us of God in His Grace and Mercy.

God, Who is absolutely Holy, would be completely 
 in His right to judge us as sinners and banish us all to Hell.

We have all broken His Law 
and deserve His eternal wrath and Judgement,

But He is merciful, gracious, and kind.

He hates our sin 
but loves us, even though we are all sinners.

Can we look forward to seeing 
the Lord Jesus Christ one day? 
Either through death or when He comes again.

Will we recognise Him as our dear Saviour? 
OR will we be dismayed ‘in the presence’ 
of the Righteous Judge of all the earth? 
Behold, now is the time to repent and be saved. 
We must come in believing faith to the Lord 
before the Judgement Day. I urge you to come today!

When Christ appears, it will be too late.

Everyone will bow before Him.

BUT this recognition of Him will be by sight,
and not by faith.

4

Let us look at Faith.

1. Faith is expected of each one of us:-

Hebrews 11v1, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  
V3, “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.” 
“For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.”  Galatians 5v5.
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” Ephesians 2v8.
2. The Faith of The Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”                                       Galatians 2v16.
So, we need faith in Christ to accept His faithfulness 
in keeping the Law of God perfectly.

And believing in His faithfulness 
in dying for us on the cross.
Joseph Is Satisfied VA4
With Their Repentance. 
A Happy Ending For All.
Joseph shows mercy, saying that he knew it was God’s Plan that he should be sent ahead for this time of famine. 
“It was not you who sent me here, but God.” VA
Joseph, with Pharaoh’s agreement, sends for his father, his family, servants, and animals to live in Goshen, a choice part of Egypt. What a happy re-union!         VA5
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On the way, God repeats His Great Promise to Jacob at Beersheba. Genesis 46v3-4. 
Joseph looks back in faith over all the years of his painful experiences, seeing the hand of His Sovereign God ‘working all things for good’. Romans 8v28.
Will There Be A Happy Ending of Life for Us? VA
God’s condition to receive His goodness 
is that we love and obey Him.
Are we ready to face our Judge? VA 
Trust Him as Saviour while you are young, 
as Joseph did, then you can look forward, 
with confidence, to Eternal Heaven with the Lord.    
God, who is immutable (unchanging), 
has faithfully promised this.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose”.       Romans 8v28.
Important Lesson for us Today:    VA
Joseph is a ‘picture’ of the Saviour, 
The Lord Jesus Christ. 
Remember – 
1. Joseph was hated for his integrity 
and faithfulness to God, 

just as the Lord Jesus was when He was on earth.

Many today hate Christ’s Holiness; 
They resent the Gospel message 

which tells them they are sinners

 and that they need to seek forgiveness for their sin.

This is why they say, ‘There is no God’.
2. Joseph was sold for 30 pieces of silver, 
the Lord was betrayed by Judas for this amount. 
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3. Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife, 
as Christ was falsely accused before Pilate.
4. Joseph, like Christ, 
faced a false trial – totally innocent but found guilty.

5. Joseph suffered much, 
but Christ suffered so much more on Calvary, reminding us of what it cost Him 
to die to save sinners like us.
6. Joseph was raised to be ruler,


He rose from the dead to return to Heaven as King.

Jesus Christ is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

7. Joseph showed mercy and forgiveness.

The Lord Jesus shows mercy and forgiveness to us.
8. Joseph provided a home for his family.


Believers, as the Family of God, 

have a home prepared for them in Eternal Heaven.

VA If God had not sent Joseph down into Egypt, 
raising him up to be the ‘King’ next to Pharaoh, 
Then, there would have been no way that Israel 


(Jacob and his family) could have been saved. 
VA Likewise, if God had not sent His Only Begotten Son down to earth to die on Calvary to take away the guilt of all our sin, raising Him to life again on the third day, 
Then, there would have been no way that sinners such as us could be saved.   
This is the heart of the Gospel message. 
Has your soul heard it? 

Have you responded by repenting and believing in Christ as your own personal Saviour and Lord?
Come to Him today, do not delay.

