Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 34
God’s Plan Unfolds, Strangely at First.
This week we learn more of how God preserved Joseph’s life -part of His plan to save his family.
NOTES

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted (troubled); that I might learn Thy statutes (laws).”  Psalm 119v71.
Joseph’s ‘Ups and Downs’ in Egypt.
Background to This Lesson.
Jacob, now called Israel, loved Joseph more than his other sons, causing their envy. 
   Jacob gave him a coat of many ‘colours’, widths, pieces.
Aged 17, Joseph dreamt of his brothers’ sheaves bowing to his sheaf, and the Sun, Moon, and Stars bowing to him.

– showing that one day all his family would bow before him.

This caused his brothers to hate him even more.
Reuben and Judah prevented the envious, 
and hateful brothers, from killing him.  
Instead, he was sold for 20 pieces of silver 
to Ishmaelite traders, travelling to Egypt.
They daubed Joseph’s coat with blood. 
They showed this to Jacob. 
Jacob was ‘lied’ to, ‘a wild beast has killed him’. 
A lie by inference. 
They allowed their father to draw this conclusion.
Beware of lying by inference. 
Joseph is Taken to Egypt, Sold as a Slave 
- But Knows God’s Care.
He was bought by Potiphar, Pharaoh’s Captain of the Guard as a slave, working long hours. VA1 Sold as a slave.
How did Joseph re-act to this?
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He accepted this knowing that His God, the one true Sovereign God, had a reason and a plan.
Joseph showed prayerful patience and absolute trust.
God is immutable, He does not change. So, you can trust Him to see you through the maze of life’s troubles and trials.

Joseph did not despair, 
but worked hard, knowing he had to serve the Lord his God. 
He knew that God would protect and bless him.
Do we have this faith in God?


How do you re-act to the events of life?
Joseph was so trust-worthy 
that Potiphar promoted him to be Head of his House. 
See God’s blessing on Joseph.

VA2 Made Head of Potiphar’s Household
Potiphar’s Wife was Jealous 
and Tried to Trap Joseph into Sin.
Joseph escaped her evil advances of seduction; 
but she took his tunic.
She falsely accused Joseph to her husband, Potiphar, 
who put Joseph in prison.
VA3 Sent to prison.
Although another ‘low’ in Joseph’s life, 
he did not complain, but fully trusted God.
Are you tempted to blame God 


for things which come your way?

See God’s blessing on Joseph.
Again, he was recognised for his trustworthiness, and was put in charge of the prison. 
VA4 Put in charge of all prisoners.
Joseph meets two men 
who had fallen into disfavour with Pharaoh.
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He took interest in Pharaoh’s Head Butler 
and Head Baker who were in prison.
They both had dreams. 
Joseph, knowing that only God could give the meaning of these dreams, was guided by God.
Therefore, he interpreted them correctly.
The Butler’s dream was: -

“Behold, a vine was before me; And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe grapes:
And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.”    Genesis 40v9-11.
The interpretation and meaning: -

3 branches – 3 days, you will serve Pharoah again.

The Baker’s dream was: -

“Behold, I had three white baskets on my head: 

And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head.”     Genesis 40v16,17.
The interpretation and meaning: -

3 baskets – 3 days, 

The birds eating from the baskets - you will not serve Pharoah again. You will be executed.

These came to pass exactly as God had shown Joseph.
So the Butler was restored to his position, 
but the Baker was executed.
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We note that Joseph did not seek money for the interpretation of the dreams. He gave all credit to God.

Joseph, who was not guilty, 
asks the Butler to raise his own case for release.

But sadly, the Butler selfishly forgot Joseph. 
You can imagine how Joseph looked out daily for a message and for his freedom.

Joseph remained in prison for two more years.
We note that Joseph still did not despair – 

Although everything appeared to be lost 

He continued to trust God.
Joseph Knew in faith that God 
was working out His Sovereign Plan & Purpose.
Joseph was at peace.    VA  Romans 8v28.
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”                       
Joseph’s character and skills were being shaped 

by God for an important, unknown, future role.
God was putting Joseph through a thorough training program for the High Office which lay before him.

We see that: -

a. God was preparing his character.

No longer the spoilt, favourite son of his father, Jacob.

He had learned to master the hard and cruel lessons of life. This strengthened his character.

b. Joseph had learned to depend on the Lord in everything he did.

The Lord proved His love and faithfulness through the difficult days.
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The Lord knew that Joseph could be fully trusted to carry out the planned role of leadership.

He could be trusted with power and plenty.

c. Through all these up and down experiences Joseph had developed the ability to give practical guidance and advice.
His experience in managing Potiphar’s house and business affairs. 

In the prison – the development of organisational and people-management skills.

In his lonely cell Joseph kept up his faith, 

prayerfully and patiently waiting for 
his Sovereign God to work out His plan, 
in His perfect time.
Philippians 4v6,7   VA verse
“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
Is this your experience?

It can be when you know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord.
Next week we will see how God, in His wise and perfect way, raises up Joseph for the great purpose of saving his family from famine.

Consider, there are only two ways 
we should look at any event in life.
Take, for example, Christ’s Death on the cross – 
Either, we may think, 

‘How foolish of God to allow this to happen to His Son’, 
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OR we can see from His Word 

that this as the greatest achievement of all time, 
to save sinners like us.
Without Christ’s death on the cross there is no way of us being forgiven the guilt of our sin. No peace with God.
Either we can make all the sad things that happen to us an excuse to grumble against God and reject His love and forgiveness. To make it a reason not to believe.
OR we can own Him as our Saviour and Friend, trusting Him to work all things for our spiritual wellbeing and eternal good.                                             See VA Romans 6v28.
Either we can look at the triumphs and tragedies of this sinful world and imagine it has no Creator, Ruler or Judge, OR we can see events as God’s Sovereign permissive acts, teaching us we belong to Him and that we must answer to Him on Judgement Day.
Consider where you stand. 
Consider again these Either and OR statements.
God shapes a Christian’s character 
by obedience to His Word and the events of life. 
We learn that The Fruit of the Spirit is ‘patience, long-suffering, forbearance,’ as described in: -
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.”                                   Galatians 5v22.   VA
The Prophet Isaiah wrote, “For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul (undo) it? 
And His hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it back?”                     VA                               Isaiah 14v27.
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Important Lesson for us today: 
In Genesis we read how God used dreams in the time of Joseph.             
But does God speak to us today through dreams? 
The answer is emphatically NO. 
When Joseph was alive little of The Bible was written down. 
It was not until some 400 years later, that God used Moses to write Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy under the inspiration (guidance) of The Holy Spirit.     
So, today, we have the complete, inspired, Word of God - the Old and New Testaments containing the books Genesis to Revelation. 
There is no new revelation from God – 
He has given us all the truth we need in The Bible.

Imagine – someone in Australia being given 

a new revelation from God and us not knowing it. 
God has given us His completed word. 

All we need to know about Him.

To know His Eternal, Sovereign, Unchanging Character – Father, Son and Holy Spirit; His Holiness, Law, Judgements, Warnings, Promises, and His Mercy in sending His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, to die on the cross and rise again, to be the Saviour of sinners.  
His gift of faith and repentance enables us to believe, obey and serve Him based on the principles of His Word. 

This is The Word of Truth 
which we preach and teach in our church.
Do you believe it?
