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Bible/College Class Notes – God’s Great Plans – Lesson 33
Joseph is Shown God’s Plan in His Dreams.
This week we learn how God preserved Joseph’s life as part of a great plan to save his family.
NOTES
“… all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8v28.
Joseph’s Part in God’s Plan to Save His Family.
Background to Today’s Lesson.
Jacob (now called ‘Israel’), and his family, 
settled in The Promised Land - Canaan.
Joseph, (Jacob’s 11th son, Rachel’s 1st child), 
trusted in the Lord at an early age.
At 17, he and his ten brothers were shepherds, 
but he refused to join in their evil and sinful practices. 
He told Jacob of their wicked and sinful ways.

This was not tale-bearing to get them into trouble.

He was keen that his father would speak to them 
and teach them to correct their ways before the Lord.
Jacob loved Joseph more than his brothers. 
Joseph was the ‘son of his old age’.


Jacob saw in him a spiritual perception.
He made him a coat of ‘many colours’.

a long and sleeved tunic 

(perhaps, simply a wide one; from the original sense of the root, i.e. of many breadths)
His brothers were very jealous of him and hated him. 
Thankfully, Joseph remained humble.
He was happy to do what was best for his family 
and the Lord, his God.

If you are a believer, do you have and show a kindly attitude towards God and others?
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The Lord Gives Joseph 2 Dreams of a Similar Nature. 
Before we look at these dreams in detail, we must consider this method of God’s communication with us.
In these early days of history, the teaching of God was oral. – Adam, Noah, Abraham Isaac, and Jacob received teaching 
and direction from the Lord through speaking to them audibly, through visions, and dreams.

There would have been written records of the events 
up until the time of Joseph.

But Moses, some 400 years after Joseph, 
wrote the first 5 books of the Bible 
– Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
Gen 37v7, 8. 
Joseph’s dreams : -

1. At harvest time, ‘My sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance (bowed) to my sheaf’.
2. ‘Behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me’.

VA Pictures
These dreams showed Joseph that one day 
his father and 10 brothers would bow before him.

Jacob was awed by these dreams 

and humbly accepted them.
He had to speak of them to his father and his brothers.

But Joseph’s brothers who were suspicious, critical, and vindictive immediately found fault and persecuted him.

So, their hatred grew 

and turned into plans to kill him.
Remember the 6th Commandment.


“Thou shalt not kill.”


Hatred, revenge, etc. are in this family of sins. 
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Let us see what we can learn from these events in Joseph’s life.
1. We All face Difficulties and Trials in Life.
VA 1 God knows best how to help His People.
The Lord, fully aware of Joseph’s situation, 
allowed these difficult things to happen to him.
Joseph trusted the Lord’s power and goodness 
to see him through these events.
Often adults can make light of the trials and concerns of young people. Possibly thinking that they are trivial when compared to their problems and issues of life.
But remember that the Lord is fully aware of all that is happening to us and He cares for you as a true Father.

Remember that the Lord is Sovereign 
and in control of every event. 

Things happen to us by His Permissive Will.

There is a reason for all events.

1. To stop us and get us to think of Him. 

To seek His help and guidance

2. OR it can be to stop us in our sinful ways, 

to seek His forgiveness,

to find or restore peace in our soul.

As God, He knows how best to help us.

So, we, too, must be like Joseph,

look to the Lord,

in faith and prayer, committing ourselves to Him.
2. God is Sovereign and has an Overriding Plan for Our Lives.
VA 2 God has a plan for His People’s lives.
Obviously, Joseph was perplexed by his dreams.


How would his brothers and father 

come to bow before him one day?

His brothers saw this as a brazen ego-trip.


Something in Joseph’s own imagination.
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Jacob rebuked him. Genesis 37v10.
But he also remembered how the Lord had spoken to him in a dream at Bethel and changed his name to Israel.

13 years later at age 30, 

Joseph’s dreams eventually came true – 
showing that they were from the Lord.
Meanwhile, Joseph trusted God, 
humbly accepting his brother’s treatment of him.
We must remind ourselves that God knows all about us.
He determined when we were to be born,


And has an appointed time for us to die.

He knows what we will be like, 
all our thoughts and motives.
He remembers all that we do and think.

Nothing is hidden from Him.

God is not a distant figure.


He is near us every moment – day and night.

God works all things according to His perfect plan; 
nothing happens by chance.
This is especially true for His Elect People. True Christians.
The Apostle Paul wrote, Romans 8v28.

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.”
May I encourage you to seek the Lord now, today.

Come to Him in repentant prayer, 
seek His forgiveness for all your sin.

If you are sincere then he will hear and answer 
with peace to your soul.

He promises to help, protect, and guide us through life, 
taking us through death into Eternal Heaven

On the final Judgement Day, He will stand for us as everyone comes before His Judgement Throne.

If you will not come now, while you live, then you will acknowledge Him on that awesome Day when he will charge you with all the recorded history of your sin.
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So, remember, the Lord knows all about us, (even all our thoughts and motives), and looks into our souls for sincere faith towards Him as we seek to serve Him obediently.
3. God Even Uses Children and Young People in His Plans.
VA 3 He loves to use them while young.
When we are Christians, even when young, 
God can, and will, use us to His glory.
Do you look to be used of God.

  To live honouring lives for Christ in witness and testimony.

To encourage another person to come to Christ.

Do you pray that you will be ready to act 
in some great way for the Lord.

Note: The Lord greatly used 
        Joseph, Samuel, David, and Daniel in their youth.

Each one of them were faithful and ready to stand for the Lord at the time of need. They were blessed for it.

God knew that a great famine was coming, 
and that Joseph’s family would need food to survive.

4. Whatever the Situation, God Never Abandons His People.
VA 4 He will never leave His People
God saw to it that Joseph’s life was spared even though he was hated, almost murdered, thrown into a pit, sold as a slave to the Ishmaelite’s, and taken by them down to Egypt.
These events must have frightened him very much.
But Joseph had total faith that God would one day bring 
good out of what was a dark, desperate situation. 
He knew that God would not forsake him or abandon him.

He did not complain, nor did he blame God. 
He quietly trusted.
Unbelievers have no security, or certainty for the future. 
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They have chosen to face all life’s difficulties on their own, especially the finality of death without a Saviour. 
May I encourage you to seek the Lord 
as your Saviour and Sovereign God today, 
looking to Him for His overruling protection and care 
through this life and into eternity.
Paul wrote to the Ephesian believers, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God”.         Ephesians 3v17-19.
Important Lesson for us today: 
Our Sovereign God allows difficulties to come into our lives for the following reasons: -
It may be, that in His love and mercy, 
He has chosen to bring us to an end of ourselves 
so that we obediently turn to Him with repentant hearts, seeking forgiveness of our sin. 
Alternatively, if we are a Christian, He uses trials and difficulties to test our faith, causing us to be ‘rooted and grounded’ in our faith. (Read Ephesians 3v17-19). 
When a tree is planted, and the wind blows hard, its’ roots grow deep down to establish a firm hold in the ground. 
The stronger the storms, the stronger the tree becomes. 
So it is with our souls, when the ‘storms of life blow hard’, 
we must look to our Sovereign, Almighty God for help. 
He will show us why He has allowed this experience to happen to us and bring us through it. (Read Romans 8v28). 

This will strengthen and establish our faith and testimony, knowing that He will never let us down.

